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This pamphlet, prepared by the Board of Election Commission- 
ers, is intended to present a compilation of the laws now in force 
relating to the qualification, assessment, naturalization, and regis- 
tration of voters, and conduct of caucuses and elections, and ap- 
plying to the city of Boston. As a rule the laws have been here 
transcribed without change, but sections from different statutes 
bearing upon the same point have been thrown into one section ; 
and sentences and paragraphs have been omitted when not affecting 
the city of Boston. 

LINUS E. PEARSON, 

JAMES J. COSTELLO, 

GEORGE B. BILLINGS, 

LEWIS G. FARMER, 

Board of Election Commissioners, 
Boston, September, 1895. 
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DIGEST OF LAWS 



RELATING TO THE 



Qualification, Assessment, Naturalization, and 
Registration of Voters 



AND THE 



CONDUCT OF CAUCUSES AND ELECTIONS 
IN BOSTON. 



TITLE I. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 



1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Election act 
Election Act of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-Three. "^ ^^^* 

_, , . , . , . , . i8q3, c. 417, 

2. Terms used in this act and m statutes relating to § , 
elections shall have application as hereinafter set forth, 
unless other meaning is clearly apparent from the language 
or context, or from the manifest intent. 

The term ** state election," shall apply to any election Certain 
held for the choice of a national, state, district, or county ^^^^^ ^e- 
officer, by the qualified voters, whether for a full term or j^^^' c ^ 
for the filling of a vacancy ; and the term ** state officer," 
shall apply to any person to be chosen by. the qualified 
voters at such an election. The term ** city election," 
shall apply to any election held in a city for the choice of 
a city officer, by the qualified voters, whether for a full 
term or for the filling of a vacancy; and the term ** city 
officer," shall apply to any person to be chosen by the 
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qualified voters at such an election. . . . The term 
** election," shall also apply to the taking of a vote upon 
a proposed amendment to the constitution upon the 
question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in a city, . . . and upon any other question 
submitted by statute to the vote of the people. The term 
** caucus," shall apply to any public meeting of qualified 
voters of a ward of a city, . . . or of a represent- 
ative district, held for the nomination of a candidate for 
election, for the selection of delegates to a political con- 
vention, or for the appointment of a political committee, 
under this act The term ** election officer," shall apply 
to wardens, clerks, inspectors and ballot clerks, and, when 
on duty, to the deputies of any such officers. . . . 
The term ** presiding officer," shall apply to the warden, 
. . . in charge of a polling place at an election, or, in 
case of the absence of any such superior officer, to the 
deputy warden or the clerk or senior inspector . . . 
present, who shall have charge of a polling place in the 
absence of such superior officer. The term ** polling 
place," shall apply to the room or place provided in a 
. . . voting precinct of a city . . . within which 
an election is held. 
Persons re- 3. In all elections of civil officers by the people, the 
ceiving person receiving the highest number of votes for an office 
nlunber of ^^^^^ ^^ deemed and declared to be elected to such office ; 
votes to be and if two or more persons are to be elected to the same 
deemed office, the several persons, up to the number to be chosen 
elected, etc. ^^ ^^^j^ office, receiving the highest number of votes, shall 
§ ' ' * be deemed and declared to be elected ; but if two or more 
persons receive the same number of votes, they shall not 
be deemed to be elected if thereby a greater number 
would be elected than are by law to be chosen to such 
office. 
Elections in 4. All elections in cities which by any statute are 
held on appointed to be held on a Monday, shall be held on 
j^uesdays, ^j^g Tuesday next succeeding such Monday. 
Ibid. §4. 5. In reckoning the number of days in a period of 

time allowed or required by the provisions of this act and 
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of other statutes relative to elections, Sundays and holidays Reckonin^r 
shall be included ; except that, if a period of time follows ^^'"^ /" 
a certain day, act, or event, and the final day of such period ^^^^g*"" 
falls on a Sunday or a holiday, then the day succeeding ,893, c. 417, 
such Sunday or holiday shall be considered the final day § s- 
of the period ; and, if a period of time precedes a certain 
day, act, or event, and the first day of such period falls on 
a Sunday or a holiday, then the day preceding such Sunday 
or holiday shall be considered the first day of the period. 

6. Indians residing within this Commonwealth shall, Indians as 
as citizens thereof, have all the rights, privileges and im- ^J^^""^' 
munities, and be subject to all the duties and liabilities, privileges, 
to which all other citizens of the Commonwealth are en- etc. 
titled and subject. ^^'^- § ^' 

7. No person entitled to vote at a state election shall, '^""^ '° ^® 
upon the day of any such election, be employed in ^^Y^^^^^ ^^^ 
manufacturing, mechanical, or mercantile establishment, employees, 
except such establishment as may lawfully conduct its ibid. § 7. 
business on Sunday, during the period of two hours after 

the opening of the polls in the voting precinct or town 
in which he is entitled to vote, if he shall make application 
for leave of absence during such period. 

8. Assessors, the board of election commissioners Places for 
and other officers, who are required by law to post lists posting^ 
and notices relating: to elections, shall post all such lists **^^ "" 

° ' *^ notices. 

and notices at or as near as may be to the places in which ibid. § 8. 
voting lists are required to be posted by the provisions of 
section sixty-four of chapter four hundred and seventeen 
of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three (sixty- 
two of this digest). 

9. No common victualler having a license of the first, Sale, etc., 
second, or third class mentioned in section ten of chapter ? '"^°*»cat- 
one hundred of the Public Statutes, for the sale of intoxi- o„ Section 
eating liquors under the provisions of said chapter, and days. 

no person other than a wholesale druggist, having a ^^^^- § 9- 
license therefor of the fourth or fifth class mentioned in 
said section ten, shall sell, give away, or deliver on the 
licensed premises any such liquors on the day on which 
a state, city, or annual town election is held in the city 
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or town in which such premises are situated ; and no inn- 
keeper having a license for the sale of intoxicating liquors 
as aforesaid shall, on the day of any such election, sell» 
give away, or deliver in his inn any such liquors to other 
than guests duly registered therein; except that this 
section shall not apply, in case of an election held in a 
city on a day other than that of the annual city election 
therein, to wards in which no election is held. 
Caucus, 10. In any criminal prosecution for the violation of 

etc.. to be ^ j^^ relatintj to caucuses or elections, if the defendant 

deemed ,. . ^ . .. ,. . . . . . ,. . 

rt-guiar in ^elies upon the invalidity, irregularity, or informality of 
crirainai any caucus or election, or upon the failure or neglect of 
prosecu- any officer or person to do or perform any act or thing 
^'""®* whatsoever in relation to any caucus or election, or mat- 

§10.' * ters, or things pertaining thereto, he shall prove such in- 

validity, irregularity, informality, failure, or neglect ; and 
until such proof by such defendant, the presumption shall 
be that such caucus or election was valid and regular ; and 
that such officer or person acted as prescribed by law ; 
and the testimony of the board of election commissioners 
of the city of Boston . . . wherein it is alleged that 
such election was held, or of the presiding officer or 
secretary of such caucus, that such election or caucus was 
actually held, shall be prima facie evidence that the same 
was regularly and duly held ; but nothing in this section 
shall preclude proof of the validity or regularity of such 
caucus or election in any other legal manner. 
Registra- II. In any criminal prosecution for the violation of 
tion.etc, toany law in reference to the registration, qualification, or 
be deemed assessment of voters, or in reference to voting lists or 
criminal ballots, if the defendant relies upon the invalidity, infor- 
prosecu- mality. or irregularity of such registration, qualification, or 
tions. assessment, or of .such voting lists or ballots, or matters 

' ' ^ ^^' or things pertaining thereto, he shall prove such invalidity, 
irregularity, or informality ; and until such proof by such 
defendant, the presumption shall be that such registration, 
qualification, or assessment, or vpting lists, or ballots, are 
valid and regular, and in accordance with law ; but noth- 
ing in this section shall preclude proof of the validity. 
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regularity, or formality of such registration, qualification, 
or assessment of votefs, or of such voting lists or ballots, 
or matters or things pertaining thereto, in any other legal 
manner. 

12. The provisions of chapter four hundred and seven- How act is 
teen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, so far '° ^^ ^°"' 

, , ° , - . . , ,. , strued. 

as they are the same as those of existing statutes, shall be ,§93, c. 417, 
construed as a continuation of such statutes, and not as new § 12. 
enactments ; and the repeal by said act of any provision of Repeal not 
law shall not affect any act done, liability incurred, or any '° affect, 
right accrued and established, or any suit or prosecution, ^'^' 
civil or criminal, pending or to be instituted to enforce any 
right or penalty, or punish any offence under the authority 
of the repealed statutes. 
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TITLE 11. 

QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS. 
Quaiifica- i^j. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of age or 
'*°^^°ot upwards, not being a pauper or person under guardian- 
1S93, c. 417, ship, who is able to read the constitution of the Common- 
§ 13. wealth in the English language and write his name, and 

who has resided within the Commonwealth one year and 
within the city or town in which he claims a right to 
vote, six calendar months next preceding a state, city, or 
town election, may have his name entered upon the list 
of voters in such city or town, and shall have the right to 
vote therein in any such election, or in any meeting held 
for the transaction of town affairs, upon complying with 
the requirements hereinafter set forth ; and, except as 
above provided, no male person shall have his name 
entered upon the list of voters, or have the right to vote, 
except that no person who is prevented from reading or 
writing as aforesaid by a physical disability, or who had 
the right to vote on the first day of May, in the year eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-seven, shall, if otherwise qualified, 
be deprived of the right to vote by reason of not being 
Soldier re- ^^^jg g^ ^q ^g^^j qj. ^rite ; and no person having served in 
ceivmg ai . ^^^ ^rmy or navy of the United States in the time of war, 
and having been honorably discharged from such service, 
if otherwise qualified to vote, shall be disqualified therefor 
on account of receiving or having received aid from any 
city or town ; and further, no person, otherwise qualified 
Removaiof ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ national or state officers, shall, by reason of a 
residence, change of residence within the Commonwealth, be dis- 
qualified from voting for such officers in the city or town 
from which he has removed his residence, until the ex- 
piration of six calendar months from the time of such 
removal, 
quviiifica- H- Every female citizen of twenty -one years of age or 
female^ upwards, not being a pauper or person under guardian- 
voiers, etc. ship, who is able to read the constitution of the Common- 
wealth in the English language and to write her name, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



11 



and who has resided within the Commonwealth one year 
and within the city or town in which she claims a right to 
vote six calendar months next preceding an election for 
school committee, may have her name entered upon the 
list of voters for school committee in such city or town, 
and shall have the right to vote therein in every such 
election for members of the school committee, upon com- 
plying with the requirements hereinafter set forth ; and, 
except as aforesaid, no female person shall have her name 
entered upon the list of voters or have the right or be 
allowed to vote, except that no female person who is pre- 
vented from reading or writing as aforesaid by a physical 
disability shall, if otherwise qualified, be deprived of the 
right to vote by reason of not being able so to read or 
write. 

15. A person qualified to vote in a city, which is divided Place of 
into wards or voting precincts, shall be registered and be registration 
entitled to vote in the ward or voting precinct in which he ^^,^c "7 
resided on the first day of May preceding the election, or, § 15. 
if he first became an inhabitant of such city after such first 
day of May, in the ward or voting precinct in which he 
first thereafter became a resident. 
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BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS. 
Election i6, fhe election department is hereby created a de- 

cr^^ited"^"^ partment of the city "of Boston, and shall be under ihe 
iS9s,c.449, <^harge of the officers herein designated therefor. Said 
§ 3. officers shall be citizens and voters of Boston and shall 

Appoint- 5g appointed by the mayor of said city, without confirma- 
"ffi°^ ° tc ^^^" ^y *^^ board of aldermen ; and chapter two hundred 
and sixty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and all other acts relating to departments of 
the city of Boston or the officers and employees thereof, 
not inconsistent herewith, shall be applicable to said 
election department and to the officers and employees 
thereof. 
Election 17. The election department shall be under the charge 

commission- ^^ ^ board of four election commissioners, and they shall 
me'nt^^erm ^^ ^° Selected that two will always be of the political party 
etc. which at the annual state election next preceding their 

Ibid. §3. appointment cast the largest vote for governor, and two 
will be of the political party which cast the next largest 
vote for governor; during the current year one of said 
commissioners shall be appointed for one year, one for two 
years, one for three years and one for four years, begin- 
ning with the first day of May in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-five ; and annually, after the current year, 
one such commissioner shall be appointed as aforesaid for 
the term of four years, beginning with the first day of May 
in the year of his appointment. The mayor shall, on or 
before the first day of May in each year, designate one of 
Chairman, said commissioners to serve as chairman for the year be- 
ginning with said day. Any commissioner aforesaid may, 
after notice and hearing, be removed by the mayor of said 
Compensa- ^.j^y^ f^^ cause. Said commissioners shall receive an 
annual salary, the chairman of four thousand dollars, and 
each of the other commissioners, of three thousand five 
hundred dollars, or such other salary as the city council 
Board of may by ordinance prescribe. The board of registrars of 
of vote^rs, voters and the offices of registrars of voters of said city are 
Shed^.^°^' hereby abolished. 
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i8. Said board of election commissioners shall have Powers and 
and exercise all the powers and duties now conferred by duties of 
law upon said board of registrars of voters, including the ^o^^jg. 
preparation of the. jury list, and also all the powers and sioners. 
duties relating to the selection of election officers, the 1895, c 449, 
preparation of ballots, the posting and publishing of lists §^- 
of candidates, the furnishing of places for voting, the care 
of ballot boxes, the registration of voters, the determina- 
tion of the results of caucuses, elections, and all other *^5i c- S02, 
matters relating to caucuses and elections in said city, now 
conferred upon the mayor, board of aldermen, or city clerk 
of said city, except the power and duty of giving notice of 
elections and fixing the days and hours of holding the same- 
Said board of election commissioners shall further have 
and exercise all the powers and duties now conferred upon 
the city clerk or other officers by chapter five hundred and 
four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
four and acts in amendment thereof; and all laws relating 
to the registration of voters in the city of Boston, not in- 
consistent with this act, shall apply to and be observed 
and carried out by said board of election commissioners. 

19. Said board may, with the approval of the mayor. May ap- 
appoint not exceeding three assistants, who shall be citi- p°^"* ^^" 
zens and residents of Boston, each to have charge of a ^q f " * ^ 

* o 1895, C. 449, 

division of said department, and a secretary of such de- § 30. 
partment ; and such appointment shall be exempt from the 
laws relating to civil service in the Commonwealth and 
the cities and towns thereof. 

20. Said board may make such regulations, not in-Regula- 
consistent with the provisions of chapter four hundred counting 
and seventeen of the acis of eighteen hundred and ninety- f^g ^otes?" 
three, in regard to the manner of receiving ballots at the j|93. c. 417, 
polls and of counting and returning votes as they may 

deem expedient. 
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Assessors 
to make 
lists of male 
persons 
liable to a 
poll tax. 
1S94, c. a6S, 
§1. 



To make 
list of wo- 
men voters. 



Correction 
of errors. 



Assessors 

to furnish 

lists, 

notices, 

etc., to 

election 

commis- 

sioners 

and eol- 

lectors. 

Ibid. § 2. 



ASSESSMENT OF POLL TAXES AND LISTS 
OF PERSONS ASSESSED. 

21. The assessors, by one or more of their number, or 
by one or more assistant assessors, shall, in the month of 
May or June in each year, visit every building in their 
respective cities and towns, and, after diligent inquiry, 
make true lists containing, as near as they can ascertain 
the same, the name, age, occupation and residence, on the 
first, day of May in the current year, and the residence on 
the first day of May in the preceding year, of every male 
person twenty years of age or upwards, residing in their 
respective cities and towns, liable to be assessed for a poll 
tax; and shall inquire at the residences of the women 
voters whose names are contained in the list tratismitted 
to said assessors by the board of election commissioners, 
according to the provisions of section forty-five of chapter 
four hundred and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-three, whether such women voters are residents 
thereat, and shall thereupon make a list of the women 
voters so found by them. 

The assessors shall, upon the personal application of an 
assessed "person for the correction of any error in their 
original lists, and whenever informed of the existence of 
any such error, make due investigation, and, upon proof 
of error, correct the same on their books. They shall 
cause to be preserved for the space of two years all appli- 
cations, certificates and affidavits received by them under 
this section. 

22. The assessors in the city of Boston shall promptly, 
from time to time, and before the fifteenth day of July in 
each year, transmit to the board of election commission- 
ers the lists made as provided in the preceding section, 
or certified copies thereof, and shall promptly transmit to 
said board and to the collector of taxes notices of every 
addition to and correction in the lists made by them ; and 
every assessor, assistant assessor and collector of taxes, 
shall furnish all information in his possession necessary to 
aid the said board in discharge of their duties. 
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23- The assessors of said city shall, on or before the Assessors 
fifteenth day of July in each year prepare street lists con- ^" raa^e, 

1 r 11 J . ^v r 11 etc., street 

taining the names of all persons assessed by them for .poll jj^^^ ^^^ 
taxes for the current year, which lists shall be arranged sessed polls, 
by voting precincts. They shall print such lists in pam- 1893, c. 417, 
phlet form, shall deliver to the said board as many § '^• 
copies thereof as they may require, and shall hold the 
remainder of the copies for public distribution. 

24. The assessors, in the preparation of street lists as Form and 
above provided, shall name or designate all buildings *^°°'^"? °^ 
used as residences, in the order in which they stand on 151^. § 19. 
the street or other way on which they are located, shall 

give the number or other definite description of each 
building, so that it can be readily identified, and shall 
place opposite or under each number or other -descrip- 
tion given of a building, the name, age and occupation of 
every person residing in such building on Jhe first day of 
May of the current year and assessed for a poll tax, with 
his residence on the first day of May of the preceding 
year. 

25. If a male person, who has not been previously Assess, 
assessed for a poll tax for the year beginning with the"^^"*"*^* 
preceding first day of May, shall, on or before the day p^^^j^^gj 
fixed by law for the close of registration in said city, assessed, 
appear in person and prove to the satisfaction of the as- ibid. § 20. 
sessors that he was on such preceding first day of May an ^^5' ^' ^^' 
inhabitant of such city and liable to pay a poll tax therein, * 
and shall under oath furnish a true list of his polls and 

of his estate, both real and personal, not exempt from 
taxation, the assessors shall thereupon assess him for his 
polls and estate, and shall give him a certificate of such 
assessment, which on presentation to the board of elec- 
tion commissioners shall be taken by them as prima facie 
evidence of the facts therein stated. 

26. The assessors of said city, upon receipt from the Assessment 

board of election commissioners of notice of the registra-on*liodc6°" 

tion by them as a voter, of a person who was a resident q^°'" ^°:'^^ 

of said city on the preceding first day of May, but who commis- 

was not assessed therein for a poll tax, shall forthwith i893fc!*4i7, 

§21.' 
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assess such person for his polls and estate, unless he is 

by law exempt from assessment. 
Subject to 27. All assessments made in accordance with the pre- 
.' ^^^j'j^^ ceding two sections shall be subject to the provisions of 
tion! section seventy-three of chapter eleven of the Public 

1893, c. 417, Statutes, and shall be entered in the tax list of the col- 
5^*' lector of taxes of said city, and be collected by him 

according to law. 
Names, 28. The city registrar shall, on the first day of every 

etc., ofcer- jj^qj^^}^^ ^n^j ^Iso two days before every election, "transmit 
so^ns *o ^^^ board of election commissioners a list of the names 

deceased to of all residents of said city of twenty-one years of age 
be sent to q^ upwards who have deceased within the preceding 
^^^[^ ° month, or since the date of the list previously transmitted, 

election ,., /-, ,,, 

commis- together with a statement of the street and number therein, 
sioners. and the ward, if any, in which such person resided at the 
Ibid. § 23. ^^^g Qf i^is jjgath^ 
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REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

29 The board of election commissioners shall, be- Assistant 
tween the first day of May and the first day of October in registrars, 
each year, appoint assistant registrars of voters, not ex- ^g^°*"g,.,„ 
cceding four for each ward, who shall hold office for the of office, 
term of one year beginning with the first day of October, political 
unless sooner discharged by said board. In the making ^fP""^®®"*** 
of appointments both for the full term and in the filling ^^' ^ 
of vacancies, said board shall so appoint assistant regis- § 33.* 
trars that they shall represent so far as possible the 
different political parties. 

30. Said board may cause any of the duties devolving Sessions, 
upon a single member thereof under the various sections regulations, 
of this title to be performed by one or two assistant regis- ^^jj . 
trars, and may designate two assistant registrars to hold 

such sessions as are by law required to be held outside of 
the principal office of said board ; and in such case 
said board shall, so far as possible, designate for 
such duty, assistant registrars of different political 
parties. Said board shall make such regulations for the Assistant 
government of the assistant registrars in accordance with registrars, 
the provisions of law as they may deem necessary ; but in ^^^" ** *°"^* 
the performance of such duties every assistant registrar 
shall be subject to the same obligations and penalties as 
the registrar in the like case. All doings of assistant 
registrars shall be subject to the revision and accept- 
ance of said board. Assistant registrars shall each be ^'^*^ °^ 
sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties by some pensation, 
member of said board, and they shall receive such com- removal, 
pensation for their services as the city council shall deter- ^*<=- 
mine, but such compensation shall not be regulated by 
the number of names registered upon any list of voters. 
Said board may remove any assistant registrar, and may 
fill any vacancy occurring in the number of assistant 
registrars for the remainder of a term. 

31. No person shall be appointed a member of the Election 
board of election commissioners or an assistant registrar commis- 
of voters in the city of Boston, who is not a qualified voter ^g°"g^"^*" 
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of said city, and no person shall be so appointed who 
holds an office by election or appointment under the 
government of the United States, or, except as a justice 
of the peace, notary public, or an officer of the state 
militia of the Commonwealth, or who holds an office 
in said city either by election or by direct appointment 
of the mayor of said city. The acceptance by a mem- 
ber of said board or assistant registrar of an office 
which he is so prohibited from holding, shall be taken 
to be a resignation of his office as such member or as- 
sistant registrar. 

32. The city of Boston shall furnish office room for 
said board and such aid as may be needed by them, and 
shall provide them with suitable quarters in which to hold 
sessions for the purpose of determining the qualifications 
of persons to be registered as voters. 

33. Said board shall, between the first day of May and 
the first day of October in the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-six, and in every tenth year thereafter, make a new 
general register of the qualified voters of said city. Said 
general register shall be prepared in the manner provided 
by law for preparing general registers, but in determining 
the residence of any voter for registration said election 
commissioners shall receive as prima facie evidence of such 
residence a certificate from tfie assessors of taxes, or a tax 
bill, or notice from the collector of taxes in said city 
showing that such person has been assessed for a poll tax 
as a resident of said city on the first day of May, and in 
case the applicant shall fail to present such certificate, bill, 
or notice, he shall be required to otherwise satisfy the 
said commissioners as to such residence. Changes may 
be made in said new general register on account of illegal 
registration, and after the year in which a new general 
register is made all laws relating to general registers of 
voters shall be applicable to said new general registers, 
and the annual registers and voting lists of said city 
shall be prepared therefrom, in the manner provided by 
law for preparing annual registers and voting lists in 
cities. Until the first day of September of the years 
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designated for preparing new general registers voters may 
be registered at the central registration office in said city : 
but during the month of September of said years said 
board shall keep open one or more places for registration 
in each ward of said city, as said board shall deem suffi- 
cient, where alone registration of the citizens of that ward 
shall be made daily from eight o'clock in the forenoon 
to ten o'clock in the afternoon, except Sunday. 

34. Said board shall hold such day sessions as the Sessions for 
said city may by ordinance prescribe, and such additional '■^S'^tra- 
sessions as they shall themselves deem necessary ; and |« * ^ 
they shall, in any event, hold in or near each ward§j. 

in said city not less than ten evening sessions, each 
of at least three hours' duration, in the period beginning 
with the second day of September and ending with the 
twentieth day preceding the annual state election, and 
the same number of like sessions in the period succeed- 
ing the annual state election and ending with the 
twentieth day preceding the annual city election in said 
city; and they shall hold at their principal office a con- Continuous 
tinuous session, from nine o'clock in the morning until ^^^®^°°®- 
ten o'clock in the evening, on the twentieth day preceding 
the annual state election, and a like continuous session on 
the twentieth day preceding the annual city election in 
said city. ^ 

35. In said city registration shall cease at ten o'clock in When 

the evening on the twentieth day preceding the annual registration 
state election, and shall be discontinued from that date [^^ ^^^ ^j^ 
until the election shall have been held ; and registration of Boston, 
shall likewise cease at ten o'clock in the evening on the i^»^- S *• 
twentieth day preceding the annual city election in such 
city, and be discontinued thenceforth until the election 
shall have been held. 

36. In case an election is to be held in said city on Registra- 
a day other than the day of the annual state (or) city *^"" ^^^^ 
election therein, said board shall, for the registration of ^^^*g** ^^^' 
voters in said city, hold in some suitable and con- ,993, c. 417, 
venient place therein, a continuous session from twelve ^^'* 
o'clock, noon, until ten o'clock in the evening, on the c. 2, § i. 
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seventh day preceding such election, or if such day 
would fall on a Sunday or legal holiday, then on the 
eighth day preceding such election ; registration in said 
city shall cease at ten o'clock in the evening of the day 
on which such session is held, and be discontinued 
therein until the election shall have been held. 

yj. Said board shall not, after ten o'clock in the even- 
ing of a day on which registration is to cease as provided 
in the preceding sections, register any person as a voter, 
previous to the next succeeding election, except that 
nothing contained herein or in any section of this title 
shall prevent the entering upon the registers, after such 
time, of the names of persons whose qualifications as 
voters have been already examined, or the correction, in 
accordance with the provisions of this title, of any errors 
or omissions ; but said board shall in every case require 
the vote by which such entry or correction is made to be 
attested by their secretary. 

38. Said board shall prepare, and shall post or publish 
proper notices, in which they shall state the places and 
hours for holding day and evening sessions, and last 
sessions preceding an election, and shall further state in 
such notices that after ten o'clock in the evening of the 
last day fixed for registration they will not before the 
election add any name to the registers except the names 
of voters examined as to their qualifications since the 
preceding thirtieth day of April. 

39. Said board shall keep in blank books, to be pro- 
vided for the purpose and to be known as general regis- 
ters, records of all persons, both male and female, 
applying for registration, qualified to vote in said city. 
They shall enter in the general register the name of 
every such voter written in full, or instead thereof 
the surname and first Christian name or that name 
by which he is generally known, written in full, and 
the initial of every other name which he may have, 
and also his age, place of birth, residence on the pre- 
ceding first day of May, or at the time of first becoming 
an inhabitant of said city after the first day of May, 
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the date of his registration and his residence at such 
date, his occupation and place of occupation, the name 
and location of the court which has issued to him letters 
of naturalization and the date thereof, if he is a nat- 
uralized citizen, and such other particulars as may be^^j^^j^.g 
necessary fully to identify him as a voter ; and said name in 
board shall require each voter to write his name in the register. 
register. 

The books used for the general registers shall have uni- Blank 
form headings in substantially the following form, and^^^j'^^" 
blank books suitable for the purpose shall be furnished by nished. 
the secretary of the Commonwealth at cost price on ap- 
plication therefor : 
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40. Said board shall, after the first day of May in Annual 
every year, prepare an annual register containing the ""^s^s^®*"- 
names of all qualified voters in said city for the current §3/ ' 
year, beginning with such first day of May. The names 
of voters in the annual register shall be arranged in al- 
phabetical order, and, opposite the name of each voter, 
his residence on the first day of May preceding, or at the 
time after the first day of May of his first becoming an in- 
habitant of said city. 

They shall enter in the annual register every name con- Names to be 
tained in the lists of* persons assessed a poll tax for the entered, 
current year as transmitted to them by the assessors, giv- 
ing as his residence on the first day of May the place at 
which he was assessed a poll tax ; and likewise the name 
and residence, as aforesaid, of every woman voter whose 
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Names of name is contained in the list of women voters made by the 
women assessors and transmitted to said board, as provided in 
registered ^^^^^^ns sixteen and seventeen of chapter four hundred 
and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety- 
three as amended by sections one and two of chapter 
two hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-four ; provided, however, in every case 
said board are able to identify the name so transmitted 
to them as that of a man or woman whose name was 
borne on the voting list of said city at the last preceding 
election. 

They shall make all necessary inquiries and investiga- 
tions in order to complete every such identification, and 
they shall not enter in the annual register the name of a 
person objected to by any one of them until such person 
has been duly notified, and given an opportunity to be 
heard before said board. 

They shall also forthwith enter in the current annual 
register the name of every other person, whose qualifica- 
tions as a voter have been determined by them in the cur- 
rent year, and whose name has accordingly been entered in 
the general register. 

They shall also annually, before the first day of May in 
each year, transmit to the assessors a list of the women 
whose names are contained upon the register of voters, 
together with their residences as they appear on the 
register of the preceding year. 

41. Every person, whether male or female, whose 

name has not been entered in the annual register in ac- 

appiication cordance with the provisions of the preceding section 

when name . , , . , .... 

must, in order to be registered as a voter in said city 
and vote therein, make application in person at a place 
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Registra- 
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is not in 
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1893, c. 417, appointed for registration, and prove that he possesses the 
qualifications of a voter in said city. 

42. Any member of said board may, in a place ap- 
pointed for registration, during the hours designated for the 
purpose, on any day, excepf days on which registration is 
discontinued by law, receive applications for registration 
and examine under oath applicants and witnesses, but all 
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his doings shall be subject to the revision and acceptance 
of said board. 

43. If an applicant's qualifications have not been de-Examina- 
termined by said board within the four years next pre- ^* "" ^^^" 
ceding his application, they shall examine him under oath ^^^* ^^' 
in regard to his qualifications, and shall, unless he is applicant 
prevented by physical disability from so doing, or unless have not 
he had the right to vote on the first day of May in the ^««"/*«- 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, require him to within four 
read, in such manner as to show that he is neither ^^^^j.^^-^ 
prompted nor reciting from memory. § »• 

For the purpose of testing the ability of the applicant Board to be 
to read as required by this section, said board shall be *""5"*shed 
furnished by the secretary of the Commonwealth with the tution 
constitution of the Commonwealth printed on uniform printed on 
pasteboard slips, each containing five lines of said consti- slips, 
tution printed in double small pica type. 

Said board shall place said slips in a box to be provided Applicant 
by the secretary of the Commonwealth and so constructed ^"®* 'f.**^ 
as to conceal the same from view. Each person applying drawn from 
for registration shall be required to draw one of said slips box. 
from the box and read the five lines printed thereon, in 
full view of the registration oflScers. Each slip shall be 
returned to the box immediately after the test is 
finished, and the contents of the box shall be shaken up 
by a registration officer before another drawing is made. 
No person failing to read the slip thus drawn shall be reg- 
istered as a voter. Said board shall keep in said box at No person 
all times a full number of said printed pasteboard slips. *°*'*'^*^**^^" 
The secretary of the Commonwealth shall upon request f^j^g ^^ ^.^.^^ 
furnish new slips to said board to replace those worn out slip, 
or lost. The applicant shall also be required to write his Applicant " 
name in a general register, as required by section forty- *o write his 
four of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts of"*™®* 
eighteen hundred and ninety-three. 

44. Every male applicant for registration shall present Registra. 
a certificate from the assessors, or a tax bill or notice from tionof male 
the collector of taxes, showing that he has been assessed ^f^^"' 
as a resident of the city on the preceding first day of§,.' 
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May, and the same shall be accepted by said board as 
prima facie evidence of such residence, or he shall present 
a certificate from the assessors that he has been a resident 
for the six months next preceding the election at which 
he claims the right to vote, and the same shall be accepted 
by said board as prima facie evidence of such residence. 
If a male person was a resident of the city on the first 
day of May, and was not assessed a poll tax by the 
assessors of said city on the first day of May, such per- 
son, in order to establish his right to be assessed, shall 
appear before the board of assessors, accompanied by two 
witnesses who shall testify under oath that they are regis- 
tered voters of the ward in which he desires to be 
assessed, and who shall also testify under oath to the 
truth of the statement of the applicant in regard to his 
right to be assessed at the place claimed by him as a legal 
residence on the first day of May. 
Evidence of 45. Every male person moving into said city subse- 
quently to the first day of May, and claiming the right 
to vote at an election and desiring to be registered by 
said board, shall appear before the board of assessors, 
accompanied by two witnesses who shall testify under 
oath that they are registered voters of the ward in 
which he desires to be registered, and who shall also 
testify under oath to the truth of the statement of the 
applicant in regard to his being a resident of the city 
for the six months next preceding the election at which 
he claims the right to vote. The assessors shall give 
the applicant a certificate stating that he has complied 
with the provisions of this section. 

46. The assessors shall, in a book provided for that 
purpose, enter the name and residence of each person 
thus assessed or certified, and also opposite each name 
the names, occupations and residences of the parties who 
have testified under oath as above provided. In every 
place where voters are registered, said board, and in every 
place where oaths are administered under this act, the 
assessors, shall post in a conspicuous place a copy of 
sections three hundred and fifteen, and three hundred and 
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sixteen, of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, printed on 
white paper with black ink, in type not less than one 
quarter of an inch wide. 

47. The assessors shall hold such day and such even- Sessions of 

, ,, , , ^ ^» . assessors. 

mg sessions as shall be necessary to carry out the provi- 1895, c.6i, 
sions of this act. § +• 

48. If an applicant for registration is a naturalized cit- Registra- 
izen, said board shall require him to produce for inspec- ^*°° °^ 
tion his papers of naturalization, and to make oath that he <,jjj2en etc. 
is the identical person named therein, and shall, if satis- ,893,0.417, 
lied that the applicant has been legally naturalized, make § so- 
upon his papers a memorandum of the date of such in- 
spection. Said board shall not be obliged to require 

the production of papers of naturalization which have once 
been examined, and of which record has been made in the 
general register, as required by the provisions of this 
title. 

49 If said board are satisfied upon examination that ^[ minor, 
an applicant for registration possesses all the qualifications * ^ ^'' 
of a voter, except that of age, and will on or before the 
day of the next election attain the required age, they 
shall place the name of the applicant upon the registers 
for registration. 

50. In case said board shall decline to register the Applicant 
name of any person examined for registration, and re-^°^*^"°V' 
ported to them therefor by any registrar, they shall notify tion°etc?*^*^* 
such person of their declining so to register his name, and ibid. § 52. 
give him a reasonable opportunity to be heard by them 

upon his application. They shall likewise in case of rejec- 
tion of an applicant who appears before them inform him 
of such rejection. 

51. Said board shall, from time to time, revise and ^®^i**on 
correct the general register and the current annual regis- *"*^ ^y^^- 

J • 1 /• 1 . . . t»on of reg- 

ter m accordance with any facts which may be presented isters. 
to them, and they shall strike therefrom the name of every ibid. § 53. 
deceased person which has been transmitted to them by 
the city registrar in accordance with the provisions of 
section twenty- three of chapter four hundred and seven- 
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teen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three; but 
after the name of a voter has been placed upon the current 
annual register, they shall not strike it therefrom or 
change the place of residence as given thereon, unless 
the voter has deceased, or until they have sent a notifica- 
tion to him of their intention so to do, offering him an 
opportunity to be heard in the matter. 

52. If a complaint in writing under oath shall be made, 
in said city seven days at least, before an election to 
said board by a registered voter, stating that he has 
reason to believe and does believe that a certain per- 
son by him therein named has been illegally or incor- 
rectly registered, and setting forth the reasons for such 
belief, said board shall examine into such complaint, 
and, if satisfied that there is sufficient ground therefor, 
shall summon the person complained of to appear before 
them at a certain place and time, before the next election, 
to answer to the matters set forth in the complaint; 
and the substance of the complaint and a copy of 
this and the following section shall be set forth in the 
summons. Service of the summons shall be made, by an 
officer qualified to serve civil or criminal process, not more 
than fourteen days nor less than twenty-four hours before 
the day named for appearance, by the delivery of a copy 
of the summons to the person therein summoned, or by 
the leaving of such copy at his last and usual place of 
abode known to the officer ; and the officer shall return 
the summons to said board before the day named for 
appearance, with a certificate of his doings indorsed 
thereon. 

53. When a person summoned before said board to 
answer a complaint made in accordance with the preced- 
ing section, appears before them, they shall examine him 
under oath, and shall receive other evidence which may 
be offered in regard to the matters set forth in the com- 
plaint ; and, if satisfied that the person is properly regis- 
tered as a qualified voter, they shall enter in the register 
a statement of their determination upon the fcicts required 
for registration; if, however, they are satisfied that the 
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person so appearing is not a qualified voter in said city, 
or if a person duly summoned in the manner aforesaid 
shall fail to appear as directed in the summons, without 
sufficient cause for his failure being shown, they shall 
strike his name from the register. 

54. Said board shall promptly transmit to the as- Notices to 
sessors of said city notice of every error which they shall assessors, 
discover in the name or residence of a person assessed!?*' *^'^^'' 
therein. 

55. Said board shall, in the performance of their duties. Sessions 
act in open session, and not secretly. They shall in everv ""^ records 

*u e !• X r • X .• •' 01 board 

case announce the name of an applicant for registration in ^ ^^ 
a clear, audible and distinct tone of voice, before entering public, etc. 
his name on the general register of voters. They shall ^S9J» c. 417, 
keep all their records open at suitable times to public ^^^' 
inspection. 

56. Said board shall cause all written complaints and To preserve 
certificates received by them under the provisions of the documents 
various sections of this title, and all other documents in ^"^ *^° 

years. 

their custody relating to registration, to be preserved for ibid. § 58. 
a period of two years after the respective dates thereof. 

57. Every registration officer shall have authority to Authorized 
enforce regularity in all proceedings had before him, and *° '"**"*''* ^" 
to maintain order at and about the place where a session j^J^'.*^* 
is held, or applications for registration are received, and 

to keep the access thereto open and unobstructed. 

58. The board or officer in charge of the police force Police 
of said city shall, when requested so to do by said board °®*=®'"* ** 
of election commissioners, detail a sufficient number ofn,id. §6a 
police officers to attend any meeting held by registration 
officers in the performance of their duties, and to pre- 
serve order and enforce the directions of said registration 
officers. 

59. The governor, with the consent of the council. Supervisors 
shall, on the petition of not less than ten qualified voters °^ '■®&*s''**- 
of a city, appoint two supervisors of registration forj*^"' . 
each place of registration in such city named in the 
petition. The two supervisors for each place of regis- 
tration shall be appointed, one from each of the two 
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leading political parties, to serve for the term of one year 
from the date of their appointment. The supervisors shall 
attend all sessions or meetings for registration held at the 
places for which they are appointed, and either of them 
may attach to any book or papers there used for purposes 
of registration, any statement touching the truth or fair- 
ness of the proceedings, which he may deem proper, and 
may add thereto his signature or other marks for the pur- 
pose of identification. 
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VOTING LISTS. 

60. The board of election commissioners shall, from Voting 
the names entered in the annual register of voters, pre- ^'^^^^* *^""- 
pare voting lists for use at the several elections to be '^"'^* ^'"" ^ 

fill • T • 1. . rangement, 

held therein. In such voting lists they shall place m ^^^ 
aphabetical order the names of all voters entered on the 1893, c. 417, 
annual register, and they shall place opposite the name§^^- 
of each voter his residence on the preceding first day of 
May, or at the time of becoming an inhabitant of such 
city after the first day of May ; and they shall place the Women 
names of women entered as voters in separate columns or voters, 
lists. They shall prepare such voting lists by wards. To be pre- 
and if a ward of a city is divided into voting precincts, p**"^^ ^y 
they shall prepare the same by precincts, and shall ^*^.^'*" 
place upon the lists for each ward or precinct, as the 
case may be, the names of all voters having therein 
a residence as above provided. They shall place upon 
the voting lists no names not entered in the annual 
register. 

61. Said board shall, at the end of the voting lists Names of 
of each ward, or voting precinct, as the case may be. certain 
place together, under a proper heading, the names of^"*^^^'"*' 
all persons who", by changes in city boundaries, may be ^^•^^ § ^^ 
by law entitled to vote for a part only of the whole 
number of officers to be voted for in a state election in 

such city. 

62. Said board, twenty days at least before the annual Posting, 
city election, and twenty-four days at least before the ^^'^- § ^4- 
annual state election, shall cause to be posted in their 
principal office and in one or more other public places in 

the city of Boston, copies of the voting lists prepared in 
accordance with the provisions of the preceding sections. 
Said board shall, in addition, cause copies of the voting 
lists of each precinct to be posted in one or more public 
places in the precinct. 

63. After the voting lists have been prepared from the posting or 
annual register and copies thereof have been posted as publishing 
provided in the preceding sections, said board shall, a^^^^'o"'^^ 

" names. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 



i8o3, c. 4i7» within forty-eight hours after adding a new name to the 

§ ^S- annual register, cause such name to be added to the lists 

so posted in their principal office. If, however, the city 

council shall authorize said board to publish the names so 

added to the register, they may, instead of posting as 

aforesaid, cause all additional names to be printed in some 

one newspaper published in said city. 

Voting 64. Said board shall, on the day of any election, give 

lists, cer. ^Q ^ registered voter whose name has been omitted from 

tific.ite in , . ,. . - . - , , 

case of *"^ votmg lists, or m whose name or residence, as placed 
omission or on the voting Hsts, a clerical error has been made, a cer- 
error. tificate Containing the correct name and residence of the 

Ibid. § voter, signed by said board, or a majority of them, and 
directed to the presiding election officer of the voting 
Proceed- precinct in which the voter was registered. On pres- 
ings at entation of such certificate to the presiding officer, 
^^ ^' the person therein named shall be allowed to vote, and 

his name shall be properly checked on the certificate, and 
the certificate shall be attached to and considered a part 
of the voting lists and returned and preserved therewith. 
Voting 65. Said board, before every election and meeting 

lists for use ^^ which voting lists may be required to be used, shall 
ibiT/d? cause to be prepared voting lists for each precinct in 
which such election or meeting is to be held, con- 
taining the names of all persons qualified to vote 
therein, with the residence of each such voter, as the 
same appears upon the annual register, and they shall 
seasonably transmit the same to the election officers in 
every such precinct. Such voting lists shall be pro- 
vided and furnished in duplicate for all elections and 
meetings in which duplicate lists are by law required to 
be used. In providing such lists for an election or meet- 
ing, other than an annual state (or) city election, voting 
lists in the form used or as printed for the preceding 
annual state (or) city election, as the case may be, may 
be used with such omissions, additions and corrections 
as by law are required therein. 
Special lists Said board shall, from the names entered in the annual 
tor use of register of voters, prepare voting lists for the special use of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31 



the election officers at the several elections to be held there- ekction 
in. They shall prepare the same by precincts, and they oncers, 
shall place opposite the name of each male voter, arranged v^^* ^' ^^^* 
alphabetically, his residence on the preceding first day of 
May, together with his age and date of registration. 
There shall be a blank space opposite each name on said 
list, and every person upon applying to vote shall be re- 
quired to write his name in said blank space, upon 
request of any election officer. A voter who, when so 
requested, refuses to write his name as aforesaid shall, 
before voting, be required to obtain from said board a 
certificate of his right to vote : provided^ however^ that Proviso, 
the provisions of this act shall not be construed to apply 
to any person exempt under the constitution or amend- 
ments thereof. 

66. Said board shall forthwith, after every last day Return of 
for registration before an annual state (or) city elec- assessed 
tion, fixed by law, certify to the secretary of the Com- ^^ ®* ^^^^^' 
monwealth the number of assessed polls and the voters, etc. 
number of registered male and female voters in said city, 1S93, c. 417, 
and in each ward and precinct therein ; and they shall § ^• 

also certify the number of persons who by law are 
entitled to vote for a part only of the whole number of 
officers to be voted for at a state election in said city 
and in each ward and precinct therein, together with the 
titles of the officers for whom such persons are entitled 
to vote. 

67. Said board whenever a caucus is called in said Voting list 
city in accordance with the provisions of the act relat- ^"'" "*® ** 

• 1 f ti y- 1 1 • J caucus. 

ing thereto, shall, on request of the person designated ^^,.^1 g ^ 
in the notice thereof to call the caucus to order, furnish 1895, c. 4S0, 
him for use in the caucus a certified copy of the voting § 13- 
lists of the ward of the city, for which the caucus is 
to be held, as last published according to law, together 
with such names of voters as have been added thereto 
since such publication. 

68. Said board, immediately after the annual city List of vot- 
election in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and ers, new di- 
in every tenth year thereafter, shall, for the purpose of^*'*'°"°^ 
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ciiy into furnishing to the city council and the board of aldermen 
^^ ^^ the information necessary for the making of a new division 
§ 70.* ' of said city into wards and voting precincts, prepare, and, 

before the tenth day of February next ensuing, deliver to 
the city clerk of said city a list of all the male voters 
therein who were registered for such city election, which 
list shall be so made and arranged as to show the number 
of such registered voters who reside in each lot or block 
surrounded by streets in the limits of said city and any 
other subdivision of the city which the city council or 
board of aldermen may, before the first day of February, 
designate. Said board shall likewise in any other year, 
upon request of the board of aldermen of said city, furnish 
for such purpose a list of the male voters of any ward in 
said city, made and arranged as aforesaid. 
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TITLE III. 
CAUCUSES OR PUBLIC MEETINGS OF VOTERS. 

69. Terms relating to caucuses shall have application Terms de- 
as hereinafter set forth, unless other meaning is clearly fined, 
apparent from the language or context, or from manifest '^5' ^' '^^^' 
intent. 

The term "political party," shall apply to a political'* Political 
party which at the preceding annual state election polled P^'^y* 
for governor at least three per cent, of the entire vote cast 
in the state for that office. 

The term ** elective office," shall apply to candidates " Elective 
for any office to be voted for at a state or municipal elec- o^^ce." 
tion. The term ** caucus officers," shall apply to wardens, *• Caucus 
clerks, inspectors, chairmen, secretaries and tellers, and, officers." 
when on duty, to additional officers specially elected, or 
elected to fill a vacancy and taking part in the conduct of 
caucuses. 

The term "caucus," and ** political convention," shall '' Caucus," 
apply only to such as shall be called and held in pursuance conven-*^'* 
of this act. ^'""•" 

The term "political committee," shall apply only to " Poiij^'^ai ^^ 
such as shall be elected in pursuance of this act. „ xomi- 

The term "nomination papers," shall apply only to"=«tion^^ 
those used in connection with caucuses, as herein 1895, c.' 507, 
provided. U'whom 

70. All notices for holding caucuses shall apply to all ""tices 
members of the political party whose caucuses are to be ^$95, c. 489, 
held, and to them only. § 7- 

XT 1 • 1 • 1 /• .... Persons 

No person having voted in the caucus of one political voting in 
party shall be entitled to vote or take part in the caucus of one'^p^rty 
another political party in the same calendar year. cannot vote 

, . '^. '' -^ in that of 

Each city committee may make reasonable regulations, another 
not inconsistent with the provisions of law, to determine sinne year, 
membership in the party, and to restrain others than those City com- 
who are entitled to vote at the caucus from attendance mak?^?e™u.^ 
thereat or taking part therein. de'trrmlne 

But no political committee of any party shall deprive membership 
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and to re- ^ny votcr from taking part in a caucus of said party on the 
others from ground that the voter had supported an independent can- 
ifi cftifc'll's. didate for political office. 

entvo^ter 7'* All caucuses of a political party in the city of Bos- 

not ex. ton, for the choice of candidates to be voted for at a state 
Caucuses in election, for the choice of delegates to a political con- 
^^{^'^jjgjjvention to nominate candidates to be voted for at a state 
as herein election, for the choice of caucus officers, and for the choice 
fs9s,'c^so7, of a political committee, shall be called and held as herein 
5 ^* provided. 

state com- All caucuses held under the provisions of this act, ex- 
caii all can- cept those that relate to a municipal or special election, 
in^toTtTte shall be held at the call of the state committee of the 
elections, political party whose caucuses are to be held, and the 
Shall for- chairman and secretary of said state committtee shall, at 
of caH 3?^ least twenty-one days before the date on which the cau- 
d-tie of ^""^^ cuses are to be held, forward a copy of the call to the 
caucus. chairman and secretary of the city committee of the party. 
Caucuses 72. All caucuses of a political party in said city for the 
relating to ^.j^qJ^.^ q£ Candidates to be voted for at a city election, 
sifau be^ and for the choice of delegates to a convention to nominate 
held on candidates to be voted for at a city election, shall be held 
ib^dLfj!^* on the same day, except such caucuses as relate to a 
Exceptions. gpg^j^j election; provided^ however, that in said city, 
Proviso. caucuses for the choice of delegates to a convention to 
nominate candidates to be voted for by the city at large, 
may be held upon a different day from the other caucuses 
Caucuses above mentioned. All caucuses for the choice of a ward 
for choos- committee shall be held on the same day, which may be 
ingwar ^^ same as the day for holding caucuses for the choice 

committee. , , r ... 

of candidates to be voted for at a city election. 
City com- The city committee shall determine the days upon which 
shaiffix all the caucuses mentioned in this section shall be held, 
days and ^jj^j ajj g^Ug fQj. ^^ same shall be issued by the chairman 

issue calls. . •' 

and secretary of the city committee. 
No two No two political parties shall hold their caucuses on the 

parties shall game day. The party first filing with the board of election 
same day. Commissioners a copy of the call for a caucus shall be en- 
titled to precedence on the day named. 
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jy Notices of caucuses in said city, whether held First notice 
at a call of the state committee or at the call of the city e?ghteJn"^ 
committee, shall be issued not less than eighteen days ^''y^ before 

* o ■' caucus. 

prior to the day on which the caucuses are to be held. 1895, c- 4S9» 

They' shall state the day when the several caucuses g^^,| ^^.^^^ 
shall be held, and the place at which nomination papers, when and 
as hereinafter provided, shall be filed, and the day and nomination 
hour prior to which said nomination papers shall be filed. ^^'Jfied^'^'^'^ 

74. At least seven days prior to the day named for a second 
caucus as hereinbefore provided, the city committee shall be'issued 
issue a notice that such caucus will be held, statine the seven days 

before 

place, the day and the hour of holding the same. ~ caucus. 

The hour shall not be earlier than two o'clock in the ?^'^* ^ ^' 

r 1 Iff/- < 1 1 • 1 Hour not to 

afternoon, nor later than half-past seven o clock in the be earlier 
evening, as the city committee shall determine. noHwter^* 

At least two weeks prior to the date on which a caucus ^^^ 7-3o 
is to be held the chairman or secretary of the city com- poiiing 
mittee shall notify the board of election commissioners P^*^*^^ st'i'^^, 

. be provided 

of such date, and the said board shall, at least ten days at the ex- 
prior to the date on which the caucus is to be held, notify cfty^or" ^ ^ 
the city committee of the places selected for holding the *°^^"- 
caucuses ; and said board shall, at the expense of said Booths, 
city, provide polling places, not less than one for each *='*^-»^^*^*^® 
ward, and shall prepare the same with booths, registering p'"^p^'"^^^ ^^ 
ballot boxes, guard rails and the like, in the same manner elections, 
in which they are arranged for state elections. 

All notices for caucuses in said city, and all notices Notices to 
relative to the filing of nomination papers, shall be pub-iishedin 
lished not less than twice in one or more local newspapers, i^^pers*^^^^' 

75. Every caucus of a political party in said city Every 
shall be called by a written or printed notice, specifying caucus 
that the same is to be held in accordance with the pro- *° ^, ^'^^}^^ 

-, r., fill. ^"^ beld 

visions of the caucus act of eighteen hundred and ninety- un^gr dec- 
five, and the provisions thereof shall then apply to the con- tion act of 
duct and proceedings of any such caucus, but nothing '^5- 
herein shall prevent the enforcement at such caucus of fur- I j^' ^' ^^* 
ther regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of 
said act. 
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date^ nolni- ^xccpt as abovc provided, no caucus or meeting shall 
nated sit be entitled to nominate a candidate for a public office 
held as whose name shall be placed on the ballots provided in ac- 
vfded" ^^° cordance with the provisions of chapter four hundred and 
entitled to seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, 
on the bai- and acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto, or 
l°ideS for in ^^^^^ ^^ entitled to select delegates to a political convention 
acts of 1S93, for the nomination of a candidate whose name shall be 
^' "* placed on the ballots so provided. 

Board 76, It shall be the duty of the city to provide, and 

pure nomi- for the board of election commissioners seasonably to 
paper". prepare, for each political party, as herein provided, blank 
i89Si c- So7» nomination papers for use in the different wards of the city 
Papers Stating the place where, and the day and hour prior to 
dayl^ph?ce which, signed nomination papers must be filed. On the 
ami time of back of such papers shall be printed sections seven to 
fourteen inclusive of chapter five hundred and seven of the 
Shall be acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-five. Such papers 
to chrirman shall, by Said board, be delivered to the chairman or 
or secretary secretary of the political committee for whose use they 

of political ^ , -^ *^^ , , , . 

committee have been prepared, and to such chairman or secretary 
°"'y- only. 

Nomina- yy. Nominations by members of a political party of 

bemade^by Candidates for elective offices, for delegates to a conven- 
nomination ^Jq^, for caucus officcrs, and for a ward committee to 

papers. ' ' 

Ibid. § 7. be voted for at a caucus, shall be made by nomination 

papers, as hereinafter provided. 
Shall be Such papers shall contain the signatures of not less than 

five"fegaf ^^^ legsA votcrs of the ward in which the caucus is to be 
voters. held. 

Members of Said votcrs shall be members of the political party 
the party, whose caucus is to be held. 

Signers of Every voter signing a nomination paper shall sign the 
papers shall same- in person, and shall add to his signature the street 
add resi- ^^^ number, if any, of his residence. 
Number of Nomination papers placing candidates in nomination 
names shall not Contain a larger number of names of candidates 
limited. than there are persons to be elected. They may contain 

a less number. 
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yS. In addition to the name of the candidate for an information 
elective office there shall be given the street and number, relative to a 
if any, of his residence, and there may be given his busi- ^^"^|^ ^j^^ 
ness or occupation, the public offices he has held, or any uve office 
other information whereby his identity maybe established, "^.^y ^^ 
and his qualifications for the office to be filled, or his 1895, c- So7» 
position on any public measure, indicated. 

Any statement of this nature shall be embodied in not reeding 
exceeding eight words. words 

Against the name of a candidate for caucus officer or Residence 
for ward committee shall be given the street and number, officers"etc. 
if any, of his residence. 

In connection with names of persons proposed as dele- Personal 
gates to a convention, any such statement may be made as P';^*'^'®"*^^^ 

11 1 /- 11 t 1 , of candi- 

that the persons named are favorable to, or are pledged to j^tes for 
support, or oppose, any person or persons for an office or delegates 
offices to be filled, or are favorable to, or opposed to, any "^^y ^^ 
' public measure, or are uncommitted. ^*^^°* 

Such statements shall be embodied in not exceeding ceeding 
eight words. ' ^SJlfs. 

79. The chairman or secretary of the city committee Time of fii- 
shall indorse upon the nomination papers the time atshirbcYn- 
which they are filed with him. dorsed on 

•^ same. 

All nommation papers shall be sealed up and filed in ibid. §9. 
the office of the secretary of the city committee notsifait^bc 
less than ten days previous to the day on which the caucus fi^e^'fen"*^ 
is to be held for which the nominations are made. They days pre- 
shall not be opened until the time fixed for their announce- caucus? 

ment. Secretary of 

city com- 

80. At the expiration of the time named at which miitee to 
nomination papers are to be filed, the secretary of the city open papers 
committee at his office shall cause such papers to be^oun^J 
publicly opened, and the nominations therein made to°o"""a- 
be publicly announced. ibid. § 10. 

81. In case of any error, irregularity, or informality in case of 
in a nomination paper which has been duly filed with ®^r°''- 
the secretary of the city committee, he may make or^*''^*^"* 
cause to be made any changes necessary to bring it within 

the requirements hereinbefore mentioned. In default of 
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such action he shall immediately notify the person filing 
the nomination paper, of such error, irregularity, or in- 
formality, and the said voter may, within two week days of 
the time at which public announcement was made of the 
contents of nomination papers, make or cause to be made 
the change necessary to correct such error, irregularity, or 
informality. 
In case of 82. In said city, in case of the non-receipt, as herein 
non-receipt specified, of nomination papers placing persons in nom- 
tion papers, i^^^ion for all the positions to be filled at the ensuing 
1895, c. 507, caucus, in accordance with the provisions hereinbefore 
§ 12- given, the secretary of the city committee shall forthwith 

notify the chairman or secretary of the committee of any 
ward from which the requisite papers have not been filed. 
They, or one of them, shall forthwith call a meeting of said 
committee, who may nominate candidates for any and all 
offices for which nomination papers have not been filed, 
and in case they make a nomination they shall immediately 
thereafter notify the secretary of the city committee of such 
action by filing with him nomination papers similar to 
those hereinbefore described, signed in their official capac- 
ity, by all the members of the committee who assent to 
the nominations therein made. In case of disagreement 
two sets of such nomination papers may be filed. Said 
papers shall have the same force and authority as those 
containing the signatures of five voters of the ward, and 
shall be considered and treated the same in all respects. 
If at the expiration of two week days after the time at 
which nomination papers were opened proper nomination 
papers have not been filed for all the positions to be filled, 
or in case of any vacancy caused by death or otherwise, 
except withdrawals, the chairman and secretary of the city 
committee as a committee may exercise the nominating 
powers herein vested in a ward committee, and nomination 
papers filed by them shall have the same force and au- 
thority as other nomination papers. 
In case of 83. If any person whose name has been presented on 
by persons a nomination paper shall, within two week days of the 
ibid^Tu^' published announcement thereof, file with the secretary 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39 



of the city committee a written request for the with- 
drawal of his name, such request shall be complied 
with, and the secretary of the city committee shall im- 
mediately notify the person filing the nomination paper 
of such withdrawal and the provisions of this section 
relating thereto ; and the said person may, within twenty- 
four hours after the time at which said notice was sent 
from the secretary's office, present a new name on a 
paper signed by himself. Said new paper shall have the 
same force and authority as that originally presented. 
In case of the non-receipt of a new paper, as herein 
specified, the chairman and secretary of the city com- 
mittee may fill the vacancy. 

84. Not less than seven week days prior to the day Papers 
upon which the caucuses are to be held, the secretary of the lent to* 
city committee shall place in the hands of said board the ei°^^^o°^ 
nomination papers filed with him in accordance with the commis- 
provisions of said act of eighteen hundred and ninety-five. 1895, 0.507, 

All nomination papers required to be filed with said board § ^5- 
shall be filed in their office before five o'clock in the after- before five 
noon of the last day fixed by said act for the filing thereof. di?!^of fi^i^ 

85. The city shall provide and said board shall pre-ing. 
pare ballots to be used in caucuses, and such ballots shall provide"" 

be in accordance with the provisions of said act of eighteen ballots. 

, , , . ^ ^ Ibid. § 16. 

hundred and ninety-five. 

No other ballots shall be received or counted in a cau- No others 
cus in said city held under the provisions of said act. ^ged. ^^ 

At the top of each ballot shall be printed the words Certain 
** The official ballot of (here shall follow the party name w°^^S' «'<^' 
of the committee.)" On the back and outside, when ^^*„"gJ^ 
folded, of each ballot shall be printed the words ** Official on front and 
ballot of the (here shall be inserted the party name) city back, 
committee," followed by the number of the ward for which 
the ballot is prepared, the date of the caucus and a fac- 
simile of the signature of the secretary of the party which 
has caused the ballot to be prepared. 

The chairman and secretary of the. city committee may city 
determine the number of ballots to be furnished each m^'detlr- 
ward, not to exceed one for each registered voter in said mine num. 
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ward. In case of their failure to do so, said board shall 
determine the number. 

86. Names of candidates for all elective offices shall 
be arranged alphabetically according to their surnames. 

Names of candidates for caucus officers, for ward 
committees and for delegates to conventions may be ar- 
ranged in groups in the order in which they are filed. 

But shall be arranged alphabetically according to their 
surnames whenever written request therefor is made to 
the secretary of the city committee by any ward com- 
mittee, or whenever the city committee shall vote so 
to do. 

Against the name of a candidate for a caucus officer, for 
an elective office, or a ward committee, shall be printed 
the street and number, if any, of his residence. 

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office or 
a political convention shall be printed the statement which 
is contained in the nomination paper placing the candidate 
in nomination. 

87. No names shall be printed on a ballot other than 
those which have been duly presented on nomination 
papers. 

Immediately following the names of candidates blank 
spaces for the insertion in writing of other names equal 
to the number of persons to be chosen shall be pro- 
vided. 

Upon the ballot shall be stated the number of persons 
to be voted for for the different positions to be filled. 

A star (*) against a name shall indicate that a person is 
a candidate for reelection. 

A cross (X) marked against a name shall constitute a 
vote for the person so designated. 

But if a voter marks a cross against more names than 
there are persons to be elected to an office, his vote for 
that office shall not be counted. 

The form of ballots and the arrangement of printed 
matter thereon shall be in general that observed in ballots 
provided by the state at elections, except as herein other- 
wise provided. 
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88. Said board shall, on the day on which a caucus is B^a^d 

to be held, before the opening of the polls, deliver at the ^° ^ai^^js 
polling place to the warden if present, or, if not present, and voting 
then to the clerk, and if both warden and clerk are absent, list at poU- 
then to any inspector who may be present, the sample bal- ^"^ place, 
lots, together with the ballots hereinbefore provided for and 1 j^* ^* 
the voting lists required by law to be used in caucuses. 

Said board shall also prepare at the expense of the Blanks, 
city and deliver at the time and place aforesaid, suitable seals and 
blank forms and apparatus for canvassing and counting ^^';°]'^ ''^^'^ 
the ballots and making the returns required by this act, furnished, 
a seal of suitable device for each polling place, and a 
record book. 

It shall be the duty of the presiding officer of each six fac 
polling place, at or prior to the hour of opening the simile 
caucus, to cause to be conspicuously posted or placed in f^f/®^ °^ 

, ... , , ' , . ^ . ., . ^ballots shall 

such polhng place not less than six fac-snnile copies of be posted 
the ballots to be used in the caucuses, such copies to be in polling 
printed on tinted paper. They shall be kept so posted p^*^®- 
or placed during the whole time that balloting is in 
progress. 

89. The notice for such caucus shall designate by Temporary 
name or office the person who shall call such caucus chairman, 
to order ; and the person so designated shall call the ^^5» ^' ^^* 
caucus to order and preside until a chairman is chosen. 

In case, however, the person so designated is absent at the 
time appointed, any member of the ward committee pres- 
ent shall call the caucus to order, and preside until a 
chairman is chosen. 

90. The order of business in caucuses shall be as Order of 

follows : business. 

(i) Any necessary preliminary business that may prop- '^^* ^' ^°^* 
erly come before the meeting shall first be transacted. 

(2) Thereafter balloting shall be allowed to proceed ^^^If'^'S 

• 11 .lit/. .1 . , . 1 shall pro- 

unmterruptedly until half-past eight o'clock m the even- ceed till S.30 
ing, when the polls shall be closed unless the caucus shall p.m. unless 
vote to keep them open until a later hour. ^^"»e is ex- 

(3) At the conclusion of the balloting, any other busi- ^®"^*^^- 
ness properly before the caucus shall be in order. busi'ness 
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^°u"fe*^^^ 91. In balloting the voting lists last published accord- 
used as ing to law, with such subsequent additions thereto as may 
?89S%/489, be certified by the board of election commissioners, shall 
§ '^* be used as check lists. 

to vofeTetc., No person shall be entitled to vote or to take part in 
narae% not^^^^ caucus whosc name does not appear upon said list, 
on list. g2. The pcrsou or persons receiving the highest num- 

eiects.* ^ ber of votes in a caucus shall be deemed and declared to 
Ibid. § 14. ^g elected or nominated. 

In case of a In case of a tie vote for delegates to a convention, or in 
tie vote for ^^g^ q£ ^ place being unfilled in a delegation, or in case of a 
a^conven- ^ vacancy occasioned by inability or neglect of a delegate 
tion. elected to attend a convention, such vacancies shall be 

filled only by vote of the remaining members of the dele- 
gation at a meeting duly called for the purpose. Such 
meeting shall choose a chairman and secretary, and the 
secretary shall notify the secretary of the convention of the 
action of the meeting so far as it relates to a vacancy. 
In case of a In case of a tie vote for members of a ward commit- 

tie vote for . 1111 

members of tee, or for caucus officers, the members duly elected shall 
mktee?r fill the vacancy, or vacancies. 

caucus offi. In case a majority of a delegation, or ward commit- 
in case of a tee, or caucus officers are not elected, or in case of a 
iifajority are ti^ vote for Candidates for an elective office, the caucus 
not elected. §^^11 atonce proceed to another ballot, unless some one 

In case of a . , , , . . .... 

tie vote for present entitled to vote objects ; in case objection is made 
for elective ^^^ caucus shall adjourn until the following or other sub- 
office, sequent day. The hour and place shall, if practicable, be 

the same as that named in the original call, 
of ekcSo^^ 9^* ^^^ presiding officer and secretary of each caucus 
shall be shall within five week days thereafter deliver, send or 
delegates, cause to be Sent to each delegate to a political convention 
five'd^ys^*" and to each member of a political committee, a certificate 
after caucus of his election, and to each candidate for an elective office 
Ibid. §15. a notice of his nomination. 

In case 94- If at any caucus held under the provisions of said 

right of per. act of eighteen hundred and ninety-five the right of a per- 
son offering to vote is challenged for any cause recognized 



son to vote 
is chal 



lenged ^V 1^^» ^^^ presiding officer shall require the name and 
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residence of the person so offering to vote to be written same pro- 
by himself, or by some one in his behalf, on the outside ^*^j"fj.*j^ 
of the ballot so offered, and the presiding officer shall ^jj^^"'^'^* 
add thereto the name of the person so challenging and the 1895. c. 507, 
assigned cause for which the challenge is made, before fat- 
such ballot is received ; but nothing in this section shall 
be construed as permitting officers in the caucus to receive 
any ballot which by law they are required to refuse. 

No officer, otherwise than as above required or per- ^o officer 
mitted, and no person other than an officer of the caucus, ^„forJfation 
shall make any statement or give any information in re- in regard to 
gard to a ballot cast by a voter so challenged at any such a ballot 
caucus, except as required by law. *^*^* 

95. Immediately after the polls are declared closed, nottcfbe 
but not before, the ballots shall be counted in full view of counted till 

polls arc 

the voters. closed. 

When the total result and counting of ballots has inViih view 
been ascertained the presiding officer shall make pub-®^^®^^*"®-,. 
lie announcement thereof in open meeting, and shall result to be 
in open meeting cause the clerk of the caucus to^ntto^" 
enter in words at length in the record book, provided ei°^Uon^ 
for his use by the board of election commissioners, commis- 
the total number of names checked on the voting list, ^^°^^^ ' 
the total number of ballots cast, the names of all persons 
voted for, the number of votes received for each person, 
and the title of the delegation or office for which he was 
proposed. Each clerk of a caucus shall forthwith make a 
copy of the record so made by him, certify and seal the 
same, and transmit the same with the record book to said 
board as hereinafter provided. 

The clerk shall then, in the presence of those who are Before ad- 
responsible for the count and before the adjournment of ^°"™'"^"^' 
the caucus, seal up all ballots which have been cast, to- up ail bai- 
gether with the check lists used in the caucus and a state- lots, check 
ment regarding any challenge which has been made. ^'^^^^' ®**^* 

The warden and clerk of the caucus shall indorse upon ^3 de?k to 
such package the name of the political party holding the ^Jfrsements 
caucus, for what delegations and candidatures and in what of certain 
ward the ballots were cast, and the date of the caucus. sSed" ^^^^ 

package. 
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the sealed 
package. 



Board 

to keep all 

sealed 



for three 
months, etc. 
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filed within 
24 hours. 
JS9S. c. 507, 
§23. 

Said board 
shall 
recount 
within two 
days. 



Candidate 
or atirent 
may be 
present. 

Special 
caucuses. 
1S9S, c. 489, 
§16. 

By whom 
called. 

Names and 
number of 
caucus 
officers. 

'89s. c. 507. 
§ 26. 



The warden shall forthwith transmit to said board by 
the police officer or by some other legal officer stationed 
by said board in attendance at the caucus, all the ballots 
cast and the voting lists, the copy of the records, sealed 
as aforesaid, together with the record book of the clerk. 

Said board shall safely keep such sealed packages for 
not less than three months, and shall produce the same if 
called for by any court, justice, tribunal, or convention 
having jurisdiction of the same. 

96. If, within the twenty-four, hours next succeeding 
the day of any caucus held under the provisions of said 
act of eighteen hundred and ninety-five, ten or more quali- 
fied voters of any ward shall file with said board a statement 
that they have reason to believe that the records and returns 
made by the caucus officers of such ward are erroneous, 
and shall specify wherein they deem them in error, said 
board shall, in case of state offices, forthwith transmit 
such statements to the State Ballot Law Commission, and, 
in case of city offices, shall within two days next succeed- 
ing the day of such caucus open said package or packages 
and recount said ballots and determine the question raised, 
and such recount shall stand as the true result of the vote 
cast in such caucus. 

And each candidate interested may appear and be 
present during such recount, either in person or by an 
agent appointed by him in writing. 

97. Caucuses relative to a special election shall be 
held at such time and place and subject to such reason- 
able notice as the political committee whose duty it is to 
provide for holding the same may determine. 

All calls' for the same shall be issued by the chairman 
and secretary of said political committee. 

98. In said city, in each year, at the caucus held in a 
ward for the choice of delegates to the state convention 
there shall be chosen one warden, one clerk and at least 
fiye inspectors, and such additional inspectors in wards 
liaving more than five precincts as the city committee of 
the political. party whose caucuses are to be held may 
each year deterirtine. 
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They shall be qualified voters of the ward in which they Quaiifica- 
are elected and members of the political party whose 
caucus is to be held. 

Every caucus officer so elected shall hold office for the Term of 
term of one year, beginning with the firstd ay of October °®*^®- 
succeeding his election and until his successor is elected. 

99. The respective duties of caucus officers shall be in Duties 
general the same as those required of election officers at qu^ecfof *^* 
elections, as provided in chapter four hundred and seven- election 
teen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three and 1895, c.507, 
all acts in amendment thereof. They shall, for the per- ^ *7- 
formance of their respective duties, attend in their re- shall attend 
spective wards at the times and places duly designated *i* c^"- 

r cuses. 

for caucuses. 

100. If at any caucus a majority of the caucus officers Additional 
shall so vote, additional officers, to serve in that caucus officers lo 
only, may be elected by a majority vote of the caucus ^*^^ *" ""*^ 

rt. 1 . 11. r t caucus 

officers present and voting thereat, and m case of the only, may 
absence of any caucus officer the vacancy thus occurring be elected, 
shall be filled in the same manner. ^^*^- § *^- 

In case of a vacancy in the number of caucus officers by Vacancy to 
death, declination of election, resignation, removal from ''^ ^^|®^ ^y 
the city, or otherwise, the vacancy shall be filled by a^^J."*"^ 
majority vote of all the remaining caucus officers. 

A removal from the ward during the year for which an Removal 
officer was elected shall not disqualify him from serving ward shall 
in the caucus of the ward wherein he was elected. qualify. 

No person shall be eligible to the position of warden A candidate 
or clerk who is a member of a ward committee, and tjvV'offi^ce or 
no person shall serve as a caucus officer at any caucus ^?5>* ^°"^- 

*^ -' mittee can- 

wherein he is a candidate for an elective office or for a not serve as 
nomination to an elective office, or candidate for ward officer! 
committee. 

10 1. The several political city committees shall, not Caucus 
less than ten days prior to holding any caucus under the firsrcaucus 
provisions of chapter five hundred and seven of the acts^jjjp^/^®'"^^. 
of eighteen' hundred and ninety-five appoint such caucus this act 
officers as are hereinbefore provided for iii each ward to pointecf. 
serve at the first caucus to be held under said, act. ^*^* ^ ^* 
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102. In the case of a redivision of the city into wards, at 
the first caucus held in the next succeeding year, the caucus 
officers to serve in such caucuses shall be appointed by 
the city committee, and at the aforesaid caucuses the 
regular caucus officers shall be chosen as hereinbefore 
provided. 

103. All caucuses held under the provisions of chapter 
five hundred and seven of the acts of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five, except as is herein otherwise provided, 
shall be held in general accordance with the provisions 
relative to the conduct of elections and the manner of 
voting at elections contained in chapter four hundred and 
seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety- 
three and acts in amendment thereof. 

104. The penalties imposed by law upon officers and 
voters who violate the provisons of acts regulating state 
elections are hereby imposed upon officers and voters who 
violate the provisions of said act of eighteen hundred and 
ninety-five. 

The supreme judicial court and the superior court shall 
have full power at law or in equity to enforce the provisions 
of said act. 
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NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES. 

105. Any convention of delegates representing a politi- Nomina- 
cal party which, at the preceding annual state election, *'""® ^ ^ 

11 1 r t 1 r 1 • caucus and 

polled for governor at least three per centum of the entire convention, 
vote cast in the state for that office, and any convention 1893, c- 4^7. 
of delegates who have been selected in caucuses called and § 75- 
held in accordance with the provisions of this title, and 
any caucus called and held in accordance with those pro- 
visions, may, for the state or for the city, district, or di- 
vision, for which the convention or caucus is held, as the 
case may be, make one such nomination for each office 
therein to be filled at the election, by causing a certificate 
of nomination to be duly filed. 

106. Any political party which at the five annual state Nomina- 
elections next preceding shall have cast for any office tions by 
voted for at a state election as large a number of votes as ^^^^^^ 

11 1 r . • .1 . /. political 

equals the number of petitioners required to nominate for ^ies. 
that office by nomination papers, may nominate candidzrtes 1895, c. 333, 
for any such office, and shall be entitled to have the names § »• 
of its candidates printed on the official ballot, subject only 
to such restrictions as apply to a party that casts three 
per cent, of the vote for governor. 

107. Every certificate of nomination shall state such Certificate 
facts as by the preceding sections are necessary for its°*^"°™*"*- 
acceptance, and as are required by the provisions of section t^reand"* 
seventy-nine (one hundred and eleven of this digest) of this oath of offi- 
title, shall be signed by the presiding officer and by the sec- ccrs. 
retary of the convention or caucus, who shall add to their ^^3. c. 4»7, 
signatures their places of residence, and shall be sworn by 

such officers to be true to the best of their knowledge and 
belief; and certification of their oaths shall be annexed to 
the certificate of nomination. 

108. Nominations of candidates for any offices to be Nomination 
filled by the voters of the state at large may be made by Papers, 
nomination papers, setting forth such facts as are required "" n^^^^eg 
by section seventy- nine (one hundred and eleven of this ibid. $ 77. 
digest) of this title, and signed in the aggregate for each 
candidate by not less than one thousand qualified voters of 
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the state. Nominations of all other candidates for offices 
to be filled at a state election, and of all candidates for 
offices to be filled at a city election, may be made by nomi- 
nation papers as aforesaid, signed in the aggregate for each 
candidate by qualified voters of each electoral district or 
division for which the officers are to be elected, not less 
in number than one for every one hundred persons who 
voted for governor, at the preceding annual state election, 
in such district or division, but in no case less than fifty. 
In the case of a first election to be held in a newly estab- 
lished ward of a city, the number of fifty shall constitute a 
sufficient number of signatures of voters upon a nomina- 
tion paper for the nomination of a candidate who is to be 
voted for only in such ward. 
Nomination 109. Every voter signing a nomination paper shall 
papers, sij?- gjgn ^-jje same in person, and shall add to his signature 
na ures,e c. j^j^ place of residence, with the street and number thereof, 

IC95, c. aoa, , *^ 

§ I. if any ; and every voter may subscribe to as many nomina- 

tions for each office to be filled as there are persons to be 
Women elected thereto, and no more. Women qualified to vote 
may sxgn £qj. members of the school committee may sign nomination 
committee P^P^^^ for candidates for the school committee. Every 
nomination paper shall, before being filed, be seasonably 
submitted to the board of election commissioners, who 
shall forthwith certify thereon the number of signatures 
which are names of qualified voters both in said city and 
in the district or division for which the nomination is 
Certificate made. They shall not, however, be required in any 
of board of case to Certify upon a nomination paper a greater 
e action number of names than such number as is required to make 

COmmiS- .. .,., nry r y t 

sioners, etc. ^ nomination as aforesaid, with one-fifth of such number 
added thereto, and the secretary of the Commonwealth 
shall not be required in any case to receive and file nomi- 
nation papers after receiving and filing such papers con- 
taining a sufficient number of certified names to make a 
nomination, with one-fifth of such number added thereto. 
Oath of One of the signers to each separate nomination paper shall 
signer, etc. gwear that the statements therein are true, to the best of 
his knowledge and belief, and the certification of such 
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oath and the post-office address of the signer shall be 
annexed to such paper. 

no. A notary public, justice of the peace, or other Magistrates 
magistrate, when taking the oath of a signer to a nomina- themselves 
tion paper, as above required, shall satisfy himself that ^'[y°jjf^p^* 
the person to whom the oath is administered is the person sons mak- 

. , . . 1111 • 1 • ing: oath to 

signing such nomination paper, and shall state in his at- nomination 
testation of said oath that he is so satisfied, and any^Sl^" ^r 
notary public, justice of the peace or other magistrate who § »• 
violates the provisions of chapter two hundred and thirty- Penalty, 
seven of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-five shall ^^*^' ^ *" 
be punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than 
fifty dollars for each offence. 

111. All certificates of nomination and nomination Contents of 
papers shall, besides containing the names of candidates, certificates 
specify as to each : (i) His place of residence, with street"" papers, 
and number thereon, if any ; (2) the office for which he is § 79.* 
nominated; and (3), except as hereinafter provided, the 

party or political principle which he represents, expressed 
in not more than three words. In the case of electors of 
pre.sident and vice-president of the United States, the 
names of the candidates for president and vice-president 
may be added to the party or political designation. To Aldermen 
the name of each candidate for the office of alderman at*' ^^'^^®" 
large in a city shall be added the number or letter of the 
ward in which the candidate resides. 

If a candidate is nominated otherwise than by a political Designa- 
party which at the preceding annual state election i)olIed'*^" *" ^^''' 
for governor three per centum of the entire vote cast for 
that office, the name of a party so polling three per centum 
of such entire vote shall not be used in the party or 
political designation of such candidate, except as describ- 
ing and preceding .some other name or term ; and if so 
used in case of a candidate nominated by a nomination 
paper, the designation of such candidate shall consist of 
not more than two words, and to such designation shall 
be added the words ** nomination paper," or, as abbre- 
viated, '*nom. paper." . . . 

112. In case a nomination is made in accordance with Certificate 
the provisions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, o^ "o™*"*- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



50 



tionio to supply a vacancy caused by the death, withdrawal, or 
bupp y va. ineligibility of a candidate, the certificate of nomination 

cancytobe , ^ ' i • ^ in • i i- • 

accom- made for supplymg such vacancy shall state, m addition to 
panied by the Other facts required by the provisions of this title, the 
written ac name of the original nominee, the date of his death, or 
cep aiict, withdrawal, or of being found ineligible, and the proceed- 
1S95, c. 253, ings had for supplying the vacancy ; and the certificate shall 
§ I. be signed and sworn to by the presiding officer and secre- 

tary of the convention or caucus, or by the chairman and 
secretary of a duly authorized committee, as the case may 
be, and shall be accompanied by the written acceptance of 
the candidate or candidates nominated. 
Filing of 113. Certificates of nomination and nomination papers 

nomina- f^j. ^^e nomination of candidates for state offices, shall 
iSos/c. 263 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ secretary of the Commonwealth ; and cer- 
§ 2. tificates of nomination and nomination papers for the 

nomination of candidates for city offices shall be filed with 
To be the board of election commissioners. Every nomination 

filed by re- paper shall be filed by some responsible person, who shall 
sponsible ^^-^j^ |^ig ^^^ hand sign such paper and add to his signa- 

persons, ,., r-i • • 1 ,./• 

^.tc. ture his place of residence, giving street and number, if 

any: and the secretary of the Commonwealth, or said 

Identifica- , -^ ' , -^ , , „ . \ ^ 

turn. board, as the case may be, shall require a satisfactory 

identification of such person, 
i.nstdays I H- Certificates of nomination for the nomination of 
for filing candidates for offices to be filled by the voters of the state 
^'l^*""^"^ at large shall be filed on or before the fifth Monday pre- 
wlthsecre. Ceding the day of the election for which the candidates are 
tary. nominated ; and nomination papers for the nomination of 

189.^,0.417, such candidates shall be filed on or before the fourth 
^^' Monday preceding the day of such election. Certificates 

§ , ' ' 'of nomination for the nomination of candidates for all 
other state offices shall be filed on or before the third 
Thursday preceding the day of the election ; and nomina- 
tion papers for the nomination of all such candidates shall 
be filed on or before the third Friday preceding the day of 
the election; except that in case of an election held on a 
day other than that of the day of the annual state election 
to fill any state office, certificates of nomination shall be 
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filed on or before the twelfth day preceding the day of 
such election, and nomination papers for the nomination 
of candidates to fill such office shall be filed on or before 
the eleventh day preceding the day of such election. 

In the city of Boston certificates of nomination for the in Boston, 
nomination of candidates for city offices shall be filed on 
or before the third Friday preceding the day of the elec- 
tion ; and nomination papers for the nomination of such 
candidates shall be filed on or before the third Saturday 
preceding the day of the election. 

115. All certificates of nomination and nomination Last hour 
papers which are by law required to be filed with the ^^^ frying. 
secretary of the Commonwealth, or with the clerk of a ^^^' *^"*''^* 
city, shall be filed in the office of the secretary, or of * 

the board of election commissioners, as the case may be, 
before five o'clock in the afternoon of the last day fixed 
by law for the filing thereof. 

No nomination paper offered for filing shall be received Acceptance 
or deemed to be valid, unless there shall be presented for *° ^® ^^^*^» 
filing with such nomination paper the written acceptance ^ 
of the candidate or candidates thereby nominated. 

1 16. A person who has been nominated as a candidate With- 
for any state or city office in accordance with the provi- **'"*^*' °*^ 

r 1 ' -.I 1 . 1 .11 names of 

sions of this title, may cause his name to be withdrawn candidates. 
from nomination, by a request in writing signed by him ibid. § 84. 
and acknowledged before an officer qualified to take ac- 
knowledgments of deeds, and filed with the secretary of 
the Commonwealth, or said board with whom the nomi- 
nation was filed, within the seventy-two hours succeeding 
five o'clock of the last day fixed by law within which 
nomination papers may be filed for the nomination of can- 
didates for such office. 

117. When certificates of nomination and nomination Nomina- 
papers have been filed in accordance with the provisions ^'°"^ ^'^^^^ 
of this title, and are in apparent conformity therewith, ^^^^^^^^ 
they shall be deemed to be valid unless objections thereto etc. 

are duly made in writing. Such objections, in the case of ibid. § 85. 
nominations of candidates for state offices and city offices, 
shall be filed with the secretary of the Commonwealth or 
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said board, as the case may be, within the seventy-two 
hours succeeding five o'clock of the last day fixed by law 
within which nomination papers may be filed for the 
nomination of candidates for such office. 
Considera- if 8. Objections to certificates of nomination and nomi- 
iion oi ob- nation papers, which are filed in accordance with the pre- 
ctc ' " ' ceding section, and all other questions arising in relation 
iS9i, c. 417, thereto, shall, in the case of nominations of candidates for 
§ S6. state offices, be considered by the board established in ac- 

cordance with the provisions of section ninety-two (one 
hundred and twenty-four of this digest) of this title, and 
known as the Ballot Law Commission. Such objections 
and questions arising in the case of nominations of candi- 
dates for city offices shall be considered by the board of 
election commissioners. 
Notice to In case any such objection is filed, notice thereof shall, 
candidates \^y f^g secretary of the Commonwealth, or said board, as 
.in com- ^y^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^ forthwith mailed to the candidates 

niitlee. -^ ' 

affected thereby, addressed to their residences as given in 
the certificates of nomination or nomination papers, and to 
any party committee known to said secretary or board, as 
the case may be, as specially interested in the nomination 
to which objection is made. 
Determina- Whenever a greater number of candidates bearing the 
tionwhen gj^^ie political or other designation are nominated for 

several can- 

didates have ^" office than there are persons to be elected to such 
same desig- office, the officcrs charged, as above, with considering 
nation. objections to such nomination, shall determine which of 

the candidates, if any, are entitled to such designation. 
Nomination 119. In case a Candidate who has been duly nomi- 
in cases of nated for a state or city office, shall die before the 
eath.with-^ of election, or shall cause his name to be withdrawn 

drawal, etc. "^ ... . 1 , 

1S95, c. 253, from nomination, in accordance with the provisions of this 
§ 2. title, or shall be found in accordance with the provisions 

thereof to be ineligible to the office for which he is nom- 
inated, the vacancy may be supplied by the political party 
or other persons" making the original nomination, in the 
manner in which such nomination was originally made ; 
or if the time is insufficient therefor, then the vacancy 
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may be supplied, if the nomination was made by a con- 
vention or caucus, in such manner as the convention or 
caucus has previously provided for the "purpose, or, in 
case no such previous provision has been made, then by 
a regularly elected general or executive committee repre- 
senting the political party or persons holding such con- 
vention or caucus. In case of vacancies caused by with- Certificates 
drawal, certificates of nomination under this section made °^ "omina- 
otherwise than in the original manner shall be filed in the „ ^^ ^^^ 
office of said secretary or board, as the case maybe, within jections. 
a reasonable time, not exceeding forty- eight hours after 
the withdrawal, and they shall be open to objection in the 
same manner, as far as practicable, as provided in section 
eighty-five of chapter four hundred and seventeen (section 
one hundred and seventeen of this digest) in regard to 
certificates of original nominations. 

I20. All certificates of nomination and nomination Certificates, 
papers, and all objections thereto and withdrawals, when f**^' P",^^*^ 
filed, shall, under proper regulations, be open to public "|.^g^^^*""' 
inspection, and the secretary of the Commonwealth -and tion, etc. 
said board shall preserve the same in their respective '893, c. 417, 
offices for the period of one year. § ^' 

12 r. All signatures required under the provisions of Signatures, 
this title shall be made in person. ^^''^- § ^• 

122. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, upon Blank 
application, furnish blank forms for the nomination of can- fo""^ ^o"* 
didates for all state offices : and blank forms for certificates "°"''"«- 

r .. r 1.1/.. «. /. ^*0"S ^^ be 

of nommation of candidates for the office of representa- furnished. 
live in the general court shall be sent to said board for the ibid. § 90. 
u.se of the presiding officer and secretary of any caucus or 
convention held therein in accordance with the provisions 
of said chapter four hundred and seventeen for the nomi- 
nation of candidates for that office. 

123. No person shall write, print, post, or distribute, or Anony. 
cause to be written, printed, posted, or distributed, a circu- ™o"s 
lar or poster which is designed or tends to injure or defeat *^"*^"^^"' 
a candidate for nomination or election to a public office, hibi'tedr 
by reflecting upon his personal character or political ac- ibid. §91. 
tions, unless there appears upon such circular or poster, in 
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a conspicuous place, the names of the chairman and secre- 
tary, or the names of two officers, at least, of the political 
or other organization issuing the same, or the name and 
residence, with street and number thereof, if any,.of some 
voter of the Commonwealth, as responsible therefor. 
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BALLOT LAW COMMISSION. 

124. The Ballot Law Commission shall consist of the Ballot Law 
secretary of the Commonwealth, the attorney-general and Commis- 
three other persons who shall be appointed from different *^°"' 
political parties by the governor, with the consent of the It^' ^*'''^' 
council, in the month of June or July in each year, and 

shall hold oflSce for terms of one year beginning with the 
first day of August. Any vacancy occurring in the num- 
ber of the three members so appointed shall be filled by 
appointment in like manner for the remainder of the unex- 
pired term. 

125. The Ballot Law Commission may summon and May sum- 
compel the attendance of witnesses and administer to them "^'^" ^^*'- 
oaths, and may require the production of books and pa- ""*^^' *^'^* 
pers at a hearing before them upon any matter within their § 1. ' 
jurisdiction. Witnesses shall be summoned in the same 
manner, be paid the same fees and be subject to the same 
penalties for default, as witnesses summoned before the 
general court. A summons may be signed and an oath 

may be administered by any member of the said board. 

126. The decision of a majority of the members of the Decision of 
board upon any matter within its jurisdiction shall be fTni?" ^ 
final. 1S93.C.417, 

§ 94- 

127. The appointed members of the Ballot Law Com- ^ 

' ^^ Compensa- 

mission shall be paid such compensation for their services, non. 
not exceeding three hundred dollars each, as the governor ibid. § 95. 
and council may determine ; and the total expenditures by 
and on account of said commission shall not exceed the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars in any one year. 

128. Said board of election commissioners shall consti- Election 
tute the Boston Ballot Law Commission, and shall in all commis- 
matters relating to objections and questions arising in the ®^°"*=|'^ ^° 
case of nominations of candidates for city offices in said city, B„ston 
have all the powers and duties prescribed for the Ballot Law Ballot Law 
Commission of the state, in matters under their jurisdic- Commis- 
tion ; and in every case where said commissioners sit as a ®J^"" 
ballot law commission the chief justice of the municipals ,^' " ^*^' 
court of the city of Boston, or in case of his sickness or 
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disability the next senior justice of said court, who is not 
sick or otherwise disabled, shall preside, but shall not vote 
except in case the other commissioners are evenly divided 
in their decision, when he shall cast the deciding vote. In 
every other matter in which the commissioners are equally 
divided said chief justice, or other justice of said court as 
above provided, shall act with tliem and cast the deciding 
vote. 
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TITLE IV. "* 
WARDS AND, VOTING PRECINCTS. 

129. A city may, in the year eighteen hundred and Wards, 
ninety-five, and in every tenth year thereafter, before the "/^^^ <^^^>- 
first day of May in such year, by vote of its city council, ^j°|^g'j„to 
make a new division of its territory into such number of 1893, c. 417, 
wards as may be fixed by law ; and the boundaries of such § 96. 
wards shall be so arranged that the wards shall contain, 

as nearly as can be ascertained, and as nearly as may be 
consistent with well-defined limits to each ward, equal ^^^' ^* ^^°' 
numbers of legal voters. A division so established shall 
take eflfect in accordance with the provisions of section 
one of chapter two hundred and twenty of the acts of 
eighteen hundred and ninety-five (one hundred and thirty- 
two of this digest) . 

130. The several cities of the Commonwealth shall. Voting pre- 
for the choice of all officers who are elected by the ""^^!' ^'"'®" 

,,,..,,. . . . ignation, 

people, be divided into convenient voting precincts con- ^^^ 
taining not more than eight hundred registered male 1893, c. 417, 
voters, and all such voting precincts shall be designated § 97* 
by numbers or letters of the alphabet. 

Every ward of a city containing, according to the regis- Division, 
tration of voters at the preceding annual city election, t^™f.^°""- 
eight hundred or less registered male voters, shall consti- *^^"^^' ^*^' 
tute a voting precinct, except that if a ward shall, accord- 
ing to such registration in any year, contain more than 
five hundred but not more than eight hundred such voters, 
the board of aldermen of the city may, on or before the 
first Monday of July in the following year, if they shall 
deem it expedient so to do, divide the same into two 
voting precincts. If award of a city constituting a single 
voting precinct shall, according to such registration, in 
any year contain more than eight hundred male voters, 
the board of aldermen shall, on or before the first Monday 
of July in the following year, divide the same into two or - 
more voting precincts ; and if a voting pw-ecinct of a ward 
shall, according to such registration in any year, contain 
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more than eight hundred male voters, the board of alder- 
men shall in like manner either divide such precinct into 
two or more voting precincts or shall make a new division 
of the ward into voting precincts,'so that no such precinct, 
shall contain more than eight hundred registered male 
voters. When wards are so divided into voting precincts, 
the precincts shall be established so as to contain, as 
nearly as may be, an equal number of voters, and in such 
manner that each precinct shall consist of compact and 
contiguous territory, and shall be entirely within one ward ; 
and, so far as possible, the middle lines of known streets 
or ways, or other well-defined limits, shall be the boun- 
daries of such precincts. 
Voting pre- j^i. When a new division of the territory of a city 
cincts, j^^^ wards has been made, in accordance with the pro- 

under new ,. ^ . . ., 1,1 1 

division of visions of scction nmety-six (one hundred and twenty- 
wards, nine of this digest) of said chapter four hundred and 
iSq3, c. 417, seventeen, the board of aldermen of such city shall, on or 
before the first Monday of July in the year in which 
such new division has been made, divide such city into 
voting precincts, conformably to the provisions of the 
preceding section. 
Ward lines 1 32. For the purposes of all elections in the year of 
existing ^ny new division of a city into wards, including elections 
previous to ^^ representatives to the general court, members of the 

new divi- ^ , , /v 1 r 1 

siontocon- common council, and other officers, and for the purposes 
tinue for of any election held prior to the annual state election in 
certain pur- ^^iq next succceding year for filling a vacancy among offi- 
^slT'c 220 ^^^^ ^^ elected, or a vacancy caused by failure to elect, 
§ I. ' and for the purpose of assessing taxes in the year 

eighteen hundred and ninety-five, the wards and voting 
precincts as existing previous to such new division shall 
continue, and for such purposes the election officers shall 
be appointed and hold office, and voting lists shall be pre- 
pared for each such voting precinct, and all other things 
required by law shall be done as if no such division had 
been made. 
Map or de. 133. Whenever a ward of a city has been divided into 
scription to jjew voting precincts, or the voting precincts thereof have 
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been changed, the board of aldermen of the city shall ^«P"b- 
forthwith cause to be published a map or description of '^ ^ ' ^'*^* 
the division, in which the new precincts shall be desig- § ,^o^ 
nated by numbers or letters, as the case may be, and shall 
be defined clearly and, so far as possible, by known 
boundaries ; and they shall cause such map or description 
to be posted in ten public places, at least, in each pre- 
cinct of a ward so divided, and also cause a reasonable 
number of copies thereof to be furnished to the board of 
election commissioners [in Boston], and the assessors of 
such city, and to the election officers of each precinct so 
established. 

134. Whenever voting precincts have been established Notice to be 
in a city and whenever a change has been made in the ^^^^" '" 
wards or voting precincts of a city the clerk of the city, ofcommon- 
or [in Boston] the board of election commissioners, shall wealth, 
forthwith give a notice thereof in writing to the secretary etc. 
of the Commonwealth, stating therein the number and ^*'^^- § ^°5- 
designation of the wards and of the precincts in each ward 
of a city. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 



ELECTION OFFICERS. 
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135. The board of election commissioners in the month 
of September in each year, or as soon thereafter as 
possible, shall appoint as election officers for each voting 
precinct, one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one 
deputy clerk, four inspectors and four deputy inspectors, 
who shall be qualified voters in the ward of which such 
precinct forms a part. Said board may in like manner 
appoint, in addition to the above, two inspectors and two 
deputy inspectors. Such election officers shall be so 
appointed as equally to represent the two leading political 
parties, except that, without disturbing the equal represen- 
tation of such two parties, not exceeding two of such, election 
officers may be appointed from qualified voters not repre- 
senting either of such two parties. The warden and two 
of the inspectors so required to be appointed shall be of a 
different political party from the clerk and the other two 
inspectors, and in each case a principal and his deputy 
shall be of the same political party. Every election officer 
so appointed shall hold office for the term of one year 
beginning with the first day of November succeeding his 
appointment and until his successor is appointed and 
qualified, or until his removal, as hereinafter provided. 
Any such election officer may be removed by said board, 
upon written charges of incompetency or official miscon- 
duct, preferred by not less than six qualified voters of the 
ward in which the officer is appointed to act. 

136. In case a vacancy in the number of the election 
officers appointed in accordance with the preceding section 
shall occur on or before the first day of November in any 
year, or, in a city, shall occur after the annual state 
election and one week at least before the annual city elec- 
tion, or in case any one of such election officers shall, 
decline his appointment and give notice of his declination 
to said board, on or before the first day of November, 
or, if for an election other than the annual state (or) 
city election, the office of an election officer is for any 
reason vacant, said board shall appoint a person duly 
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qualified to fill the office so vacant ; and appointments for 
filling such vacancies shall be so made as to preserve the 
equal representation of the two leading political parties. In Election 
case the warden and deputy warden, or clerk and deputy officers, 
clerk, or an inspector and his deputy, shall be absent on ^^^^^y* 
the day of election, either at the opening of the polls or at 
any time during the day, a suitable person shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of the precinct on nomination and 
by hand vote, and he shall have full power to act during 
the remainder of the time of that election, in place of the 
absent officer. 

137. No person shall at a state or city election be Candidates 

eligible for appointment or election as an election offcer in at state or 

a voting precinct in which he is a candidate for election, c»ty elec 

and if a person who has been appointed an election officer eligible as, 

subsequently becomes such a candidate, and shall neglect resignation, 

forthwith to resign his position, said board shall, if he is removal. 

a candidate at a state election, remove him from office i^^' *^**^^' 

§ 110. 
before the first day of November, or, if he is a candidate 

at a city election, they shall so remove him eight days at 

least before the day of the election. 

138. If a warden, clerk, or inspector is absent at the Deputy to 
opening of the polls or subsequently on the day of election, ^^^ ^^ *^" 
or his office has become vacant, the person appointed as r°n^,i°J^l 
deputy of such officer shall act thereafter for that election, etc. 

in his place, as warden, clerk, or inspector, as the case may ibid. §111. 
be. Except as aforesaid, no deputy officer shall have 
power to act in an official capacity, or be admitted to the 
space reserved for election officers while the polls are open 
or during the counting of the votes thereafter. 

139. Every election officer appointed or elected in ac- Election 
cordance with the preceding sections shall, before enter- °®*^^^^ 
iner upon the performance of the duties of his office, be '°^® ^7°"^"' 

1 r . 1 /• 1 1. » r 1 • 1 . ^ , , administra- 

sworn to the faithtul discharge of his duties. Such oath tjon of 
may be administered by any member of said board or by a oath, 
justice of the peace ; and an election officer who has been ^^***- 5 "*• 
chosen at the polls to fill a vacancy, or who has not been 
sworn before the day of election, may also be sworn by 
the warden or clerk of the voting precinct for which he is 
elected. 
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Ballot 140. In all elections of state officers in a city, and in 

clerks of ^\i elections of city officers in a city, the presiding elec- 
detaSr^du- ^^^^ officer of cach voting place or precinct shall de- 
ties, tail two inspectors, who shall be of different political 
1S93, c. 417, parties, to act as ballot clerks, who shall have charge of 
^ "^* the ballots and shall furnish them to voters in accordance 

with the provisions of said chapter four hundred and 

seventeen. 
Election j^j. Election officers shall, for the performance of their 

° ^^"' respective duties, attend in their respective voting pre- 
etc. * cincts at the times and places duly designated for the 

Ibid. § 118. elections. 

Compensa- 1 42. Election officers in each city shall receive such 

tion. compensation for each day's actual service as the city 

* •§ "9- council of the city may from time to time determine, but 

no deputy officer shall receive compensation, except for 

attendance at the opening of the polls or for services in 

place of an officer who is absent. 
Super- 143. The governor, by and with the consent of the 

visors of council, shall, upon the petition in writing of ten qualified 
e ection, yoters of a ward in a city whether divided into voting 

appoint- . , , . , 

ment, poiit- P^^^i^^^s or not, presented to him twenty-one days, at 
icai repre- least, before a state or city election therein, appoint for 
sentation. guch Ward or for each of such voting precincts as may 
• § 120. i^g named in the petition, two qualified voters of the 
city who shall not be signers of the petition or members 
of any regularly elected political committee or candidates 
for any office, to act as supervisors at such election. Such 
supervisors shall be appointed, one from each of the 
To be two leading political parties. They shall be sworn to 

sworn, the faithful discharge of their duties by one of the mem- 
powers and |^gj.g Qf gj^j^ board or by a justice of the peace. The 

duties. . 1 11 1 , 1 . 

supervisors shall be present at the several precincts or 
polling places for which they are appointed, shall have 
the right to challenge illegal voters, and shall through- 
out witness the conduct of the election and the count- 
ing of votes, but they shall not make any statement 
tending to reveal the state of the polls, before the public 
declaration of the vote ; and they shall remain where the 
ballot boxes are kept, at all times after the polls are open 
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and until the ballots are duly sealed in envelopes for trans- 
mission to the officers entitled to receive them. Each 
supervisor shall have the right to affix his signature, for 
the purpose of identification, to the certificate of the 
number of votes cast, or to attach thereto any statement 
which he may desire to make touching the truth or fair- 
ness or conduct of the election. Supervisors so appointed 
shall receive such compensation for each day's actual Compen. 
service as the city council of the city may from time to ^***°"- 
time determine. 
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VOTING PLACES. 

Polling 144. The board of election commissioners shall, 

places, thirty days at least before the day of the annual state 
tion^prcpa- ^^ ^^^y election in said city and ten days at least be- 
ration, etc. fore the day of any special election of a state or city 
1893, c. 417, officer therein, designate and appoint the polling place 
§ ***• for each of the voting precincts in said city and shall 

procure the same for such purpose, and cause it to be 
To be con- suitably fitted up and prepared therefor. Such polling 
venientiy p\^QQ shall be in a public, orderly and convenient por- 

situated, . ^ 1 . , 1 , i^. 

g^^, tion of the precinct ; except that, when no guch polling 

place can be had within the territorial limits of the pre- 
cinct, said board may designate and appoint a polling 
place in some public, orderly and convenient place 
within the limits of any one of the adjoining precincts 
of such city, and, for the purposes of this act, the place 
so designated and appointed for the polling place of 
a precinct shall be deemed and taken to be included in 
and to be a part of such precinct, as though the same were 
Places in within the territorial limits thereof. No building or por- 
which ^Jqjj Qf ^ building shall be designated, appointed, or used 

soid°etc. ^^ ^ polling place, in which, or in any part of which, in- 
nottobe toxicating liquor is sold or has been sold within thirty 
used. days next preceding the day of the election. Whenever 

the polling places have been so designated in said 
city, said board shall in at least ten public places, in each 
precinct of said city, forthwith cause to be posted a 
Notice to be pj-jjited description of the polling places so designated, 
given, etc. ^^^ ^j^^jj ^^^^ ^^^^ further notice thereof as they may in 

any case think necessary or proper. 

Marking 1 45. Said board shall cause each polling place in 

shelves and g^j^ ^^^y ^^ ^^ provided with a sufficient number of 

fbM 5T23 suitable marking shelves or compartments, at or in 

which voters may conveniently mark their ballots, so 

that in the marking thereof they may be screened from 

the observation of others ; and they shall cause a guard 

rail to be so constructed and placed in the polling place 
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that only such persons as are inside the guard rail can 
approach within six feet of the ballot boxes and of the 
marking shelves or compartments. The arrangement 
shall be such that neither the ballot boxes nor the marking 
shelves or compartments shall be hidden from the view 
of those just outside the guard rail. The number of such Number of 
marking shelves or compartments shall not be less than ®**®^^^®* 
one for every seventy-five registered voters at such polling 
place, and not less than five in any voting precinct. Supplies, 
Each marking shelf or compartment shall be kept pro- etc., for 
vided with proper supplies and conveniences for marking ™^[*^'"^ 
the ballots. 
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ELECTION APPARATUS AND BLANKS. 

State ballot H^. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, at the 
boxes. expense of the Commonwealth, provide every city with 
1S93, c. 417, a st2Lte ballot box for use at every voting precinct or 
^ ^^^* polling place therein. The ballot boxes so provided shall 

189s, c. 508, l^e such as shall be approved by the secretary, treasurer 
§§1,2,3- and auditor of the Commonwealth, or by a majority of 
them, and shall have sufficient and secure locks and keys 
or seal fastenings, and shall contain mechanical devices 
for receiving, registering and cancelling every ballot de- 
posited therein ; but no such box shall record any number 
or mark upon a ballot, by which one ballot may be dis- 
tinguished from another. All such ballot boxes shall be 
purchased by the secretary at a price not exceeding fifty 
Blanks and ^^^^^^^ each. The secretary shall likewise provide every 
envelopes city with suitable blank forms and apparatus, such as shall 
for canvass be approved as aforesaid, for use at each polling place by 
of votes. ^jjg election officers in the canvass and count of votes. 
Envelopes H7* ^^^ secretary of the Commonwealth shall pro- 
for returns vide every city with suitable blank forms and envelopes 
of votes, for all certificates, copies of records and returns re- 
^^^' quired by said chapter four hundred and seventeen to be 

§12! made to his office, with such printed directions thereon 

as he may deem necessary for the guidance and direction 
of the election officers ; and he shall furnish such other 
blank forms and such suggestions and instructions as will 
assist the election officers in the performance of their 
duties under the requirements of said chapter. 
Ballot ^4^* The board of election commissioners shall pro- 

boxes and vide in said city a place for the safe and suitable keeping 
apparatus, q{ ^^g ballot boxes and counting apparatus furnished 
care, repair, 1^^ ^j^g Commonwealth, shall have the care and custody 
Ibid. § 125. thereof, shall see that they are kept in good order 
and repair, and if any of them are lost, destroyed, or 
irreparably damaged, shall replace the same by suitable 
ballot boxes or apparatus, approved as required by section 
one hundred and twenty-three (one hundred and forty-six 
of this digest) of chapter four hundred and seventeen of 
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the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three and chapter 
five hundred and eight of the acts of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five. The custody, care and repair of all such 
ballot boxes and apparatus shall be at the expense of the 
city, but shall be subject to the supervision and control 
of the secretary of the Commonwealth, who may, at the 
expense of the Commonwealth, subject to approval as 
aforesaid, cause necessary improvements to be made in 
any of such ballot boxes or apparatus. 

149. Whenever a state ballot box becomes defective, pefective 

1 . , _ , 1 , ,, ,. ballot boxes 

the secretary of the Commonwealth shall, upon apph-maybe 
cation by said board, furnish another ballot box in the Jsosf^^oS, 
place of such defective box, at the expense of said city. § ^• 

150. An examination of ballot boxes of diflferent pat- Examina- 
terns shall be made by the secretary of the Common- '*"" °^ 
wealth, the treasurer and receiver-general and the state bo^es 
auditor, as soon after the passage of chapter five hundred ibid. § 3. 
and eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety- 
five as may be, under such conditions and after such 
public notice as they shall determine, and they shall 
certify their approval of such ballot boxes as shall fully 
comply with the requirements of section one hundred and ^ 
twenty-three of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the 

acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and no other 
ballot box shall hereafter be provided by the secretary of 
the Commonwealth to replace defective ballot boxes under 
the provisions of said chapter five hundred and eight of the 
acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-five. 

151. Whenever state ballot boxes are purchased and Persons of 
approved, the^ persons of whom such ballot boxes are whom 
purchased shall give to the secretary of the Common- °r*ha^ed 
wealth a bond, with good and suflficient sureties, to keep to give 
such boxes in good working order for two years, at their bond, 
own expense. ^^^^- § 3- 

152. Said board may make such regulations, not in- Ballot 
consistent with the provisions of said chapter four hun- ^nplratSs 
dred and seventeen, in regard to the use of ballot regulations 
boxes and seals, counting and other apparatus, as they 1S93. c. 4*17, 
may deem expedient. ^ ^^* 
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Precinct 1 53. Said board shall furnish to the clerk of each 

seal, use, voting precinct a seal of suitable device, the design 

etc. ° ^* ^^ which shall include the designation of such pre- 

1893, c. 417, cinct ; and such seal shall be used in sealing all en- 

§ 127. velopes required by law to be used at the elections. The 

clerk of the precinct shall retain the custody of the seal, 

and shall, at the end of his term of office, deliver the 

same, together with the records of the precinct and other 

official documents in his custody, to said board. 

Ballot box, 154. Said board shall send to the election officers at 

apparatus, each polling place in said city on the day of* an election 

etc., to be ^^ meeting: at which the same are required to be used. 

sent to 

polls. before the opening of the polls, the ballot box, blank 

Ibid. § 12S. forms and counting and other apparatus provided by the 
secretary of the Commonwealth ; and shall send there- 
with such ballot boxes, ballot box seals, blank forms and 
apparatus as said board may require to be used. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



69 - 



PREPARATION AND FORiM OF BALLOTS. 

155. All ballots for use in elections of state officers Ballots, 
shall be prepared and furnished by the secretary of the preparation 
Commonwealth; all ballots for use in elections of city !*"'^^"''"'^''" 
officers in said city shall be prepared and furnished by 1893, c. 417, 
the board of election commissioners. § 129. 

156. General ballots, intended for the use of all male General 
voters in a voting precinct, shall contain the names of all ballots, 
candidates for election in such voting precinct who have ^ ' ^^°' 
been duly nominated and have not deceased, or whose 
nominations have not been withdrawn or rejected as in- 
valid ; and such general ballots shall, except in the case 

of candidates for presidential electors, contain no other 
names. 

To the name of each candidate for a state office shall Candidate, 
be added the name of the city in which the candidate "^™®» ^'^s'- 
resides. To the name of each candidate for a city office ^°^^' ^^^' 
shall be added the name of the street on which the 
candidate resides, together with his street number, if 
there is any ; and to the name of each candidate for the Aldermen 
office of alderman at large in a city shall also be added ^^ ^^^s^- 
the number of the ward in which the candidate resides. 

To the name of each candidate for a state or city office Political 
shall be added his party or political designation, expressed desig^na- 
in accordance with section seventy-nine of said chapter *^°"' ^^^' 
four hundred and seventeen (one hundred and eleven of 
this digest). 

No greater number of candidates for any office bearing Candidates 
the same party or political designation shall be placed ^^^^^ ^^'"^^ 
upon the official ballot than there are persons to be ^,'^^'^""" 
elected to such office. 

If the name of a political party, which at the preceding Designation 
annual state election polled for governor three per centum of certain 
of the entire vote cast in the state for that office, is used in candidates 
connection with some other name or term, in accordance ^"'^.^"'^ ^ 

^ by si^na- 

with the provisions of section seventy-nine (one hundred turcs. 
and eleven of this digest) of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen, as the designation of a candidate nominated 
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for a state or city office by a nomination paper, the words 
** nomination paper," or ** nom. paper," shall be added to 
the political designation of such candidate. 

The names of candidates for every state and city 
office shall, except in the case of candidates for presi- 
dential electors, be arranged under the designation of the 
office, in alphabetical order according to the surnames. 
There shall be left at the end of the list of candidates for 
each different office as many blank spaces as there are 
persons to be elected to such office, in which the voter 
may insert the name of any person not printed on the bal- 
lot, for whom he desires to vote for such office. Whenever 
the approval of a constitutional amendment is submitted 
to the vote of the people, or any other question is sub- 
mitted to vote in a city in accordance with a statute 
providing therefor, such question shall be printed on the 
ballot after the list of candidates. 

Special ballots containing only the names of candidates 
for school committee shall also be prepared in like man- 
ner and printed for the use of women qualified by law to 
vote for school committee. 
Squares and Ballots shall be SO printed as to give to each voter a 
directions clear opportunity to designate by a cross [X]» in a square 
at the right of the name and designation, if any, of each 
candidate, and at the right of each question, his choice of 
candidates and his answer to such question ; and upon the 
ballots may be printed such words as will aid the voter to 
do this; as **vote for one," ** vote for two," **vote for 
three," **yes," *' no," and the like. On the back and 
dorsement. outside, when folded, of each ballot, shall be printed the 
words, ** Official Ballot for," followed by the designation 
of the voting precinct for which the ballot is prepared, the 
date of election, and a fac-simile of the signature of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth, or board of election 
commissioners, as the case may be, who have caused the 
ballot to be prepared. Special ballots printed for the use of 
women qualified to vote for school committee shall have 
the additional indorsement, ** For School Committee 
only." 
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157- The names of candidates for the offices of electors Presiden- 
of president and vice-president of the United States shall ^*^^ ^^^^' 
be arranged in groups, as presented in the several certifi- rangement 
cates of nomination or nomination papers; and the several of names of 
groups shall be arranged in the alphabetical order of the candidates, 
surnames of the candidates for president, and the names ^1^' 
of the candidates in each group shall be printed upon the § ,31.*^^^ * 
ballots in two adjacent columns of equal width. If candi- 
dates are nominated at large and for the several congres- 
sional districts, the name and place of residence of one 
of the candidates at large shall be put at the head of each 
column, and the names of the other candidates with their 
places of residence, including the numbers of the congres- 
sional districts in which they reside, shall follow in the 
numerical order of the districts. The surnames of the 
candidates of each political party for the offices of presi- 
dent and vice-president, with the party or political designa- 
tion thereof, at the right of the surnames shall be placed 
in one line above the group of candidates for electors of 
such party. There shall be left at the right of each such 
party or political designation a sufficient clear square in 
which each voter may designate by a cross [X] his choice 
for electors ; and no other clear space or margin shall be 
left in any such group of candidates. There shall be left 
at the end of the groups of candidates as many blank 
spaces as there are persons to be elected to the offices of 
electors. 

158. The name of any candidate to fill a vacancy in Vacancy, 
any office to be voted for at any election shall be placed arrange- 
upon the ballot under the designation of said office, to '"^"^ °^ 

° names. 

which shall be added the words: **To fill vacancy,'\89s, c. 196, 
with the term for which such candidate is to be chosen ; § i. 
and the name of such candidate shall be printed in a space 
separate and distinct from that in which the names of can- 
didates for the full term are printed. 

159. The official ballots furnished in accordance with Ballots, 
the provisions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen p^p*^^' ^^^^» 
shall, except as otherwise specially provided therein, be ^g""*/^^* 
of plain white paper and in weight not less than that of § 132. 
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ordinary printing paper, shall be in two or more pages, 
and shall, before distribution, be so folded as to measure 
when folded not less than four and one half inches nor 
more than five inches in width, and not less than six 
inches nor more than thirteen and one half inches in 
length. The names of all candidates shall be printed in 
black ink in lines at a right angle with the length of the 
ballot. The names of all candidates, other than can- 
didates for presidential electors and for president and 
vice-president, shall be in capital letters not less than 
one eighth of an inch nor more than one quarter of an 
inch in height. The initial letters of all nanries of can- 
didates for presidential electors shall be in capital letters 
not less than one eighth nor more than one quarter of an 
inch in height; and the surnames and political desig- 
nations of the candidates of each party for president and 
vice-president shall be in capital letters not less than three 
sixteenths of an inch in height. 

The special ballots for the use of women qualified to 
vote for school committee shall be printed on tinted 
paper, but of a different tint from that of specimen 
ballots. 

160. There shall be provided for each polling place at 
which an election for state or city ofl[icers is to be held, 
two sets of general ballots, each of not less than sixty 
ballots for every fifty and fraction of fifty registered male 
voters therein, and likewise for a city election two sets of 
special ballots, each of not less than sixty ballots for 
every fifty and fraction of fifty women registered to vote 
for school committee therein. 

161. All ballots, when printed and folded as provided 
in section one hundred and thirty-two of said chapter four 
hundred and seventeen (one hundred and fifty-nine of 
this digest), shall be arranged and fastened together 
in convenient numbers in packages, books, or blocks, 
in such manner that each ballot may be detached and 
removed separately. A record of the number of ballots 
printed and furnished to each polling place shall be 
kept and preserved by the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
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or the board of election commissioners, as the case may 
be, for the period of one year. 

162. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall furnish Partial, for 
sufficient partial ballots in state elections to a city for "s« ^° <^«'- 
the use of voters who by law may be entitled to vote ^° ^^^\^ 
for^ a part only of the officers to be voted for in such § ,3^, 
city. There shall be printed on the back of such bal- 
lots, in addition to the official indorsement, such words as 

shall clearly indicate the class of voters for whose use the 
ballots are furnished, and such ballots only shall be fur- 
nished to such voters. 

163. In case a vacancy shall occur or be declared in Death.witb- 
the list of nominations by reason of the death, withdrawal *^^*^*Jj 

or ineligibility of a candidate, under the provisions of title candidate, 
three of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, the ibid. § 1316^ 
name of the candidate nominated in accordance therewith 
to fill such vacancy shall, if the ballots are not already 
printed, be* placed on the ballots, instead of the original 
nomination; or, if the ballots have been printed, new 
ballots containing the new nomination shall, whenever 
practicable, be furnished and substituted in place of those 
already prepared. 
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INFORMATION TO VOTERS. 
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1893. c- 417. 
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election 
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sioners. 
Ibid. § 138. 

Posting. 



164. The secretary of the Commonwealth in state 
elections, and the board of election commissioners ia 
city elections, shall prepare and furnish for use in every 
such election, full instructions for the guidance of voters 
at such elections, as to obtaining ballots, as to the man^ 
ner of marking them and the method of gaining assist- 
ance, and as to obtaining new ballots in place of those 
accidentally spoiled ; and they shall cause the same, to- 
gether with such abstracts as they shall deem proper to 
make of the provisions of law imposing penalties upon 
voters, to be printed in large, clear, type, on separate 
cards, to be called cards of instruction. They shall irk 
like manner prepare and furnish for each polling place ten 
or more copies of the ballots provided for distribution at 
the election therein. Such copies shall be called specimen 
ballots, and shall be printed without the fac-simile indorse- 
ments and on tinted paper. 

The secretary of the Commonwealth likewise shall 
cause to be prepared and shall furnish copies of every 
proposed amendment to the constitution submitted to the 
vote of the people, printed in full, with a heading in large 
type containing the words, ** Proposed Amendment to the 
Constitution." 

165. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, five 
days at least previous to the day of any state election^ 
transmit to the board of election commissioners printed 
lists containing the names, residences and party or polit- 
ical designations of all candidates duly nominated and to- 
be voted for at each polling place in the city of Boston 
substantially in the form of the general ballot to be so 
used therein ; and shall likewise transmit the printed 
copies of any proposed amendment to the constitution 
which may be submitted to vote at such election. Said 
board shall immediately cause the lists for each voting 
precinct and any such copies of a proposed amendment 
to the constitution, to be conspicuously posted in one 
or more public places in every such voting precinct. 
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The secretary of the Commonwealth shall likewise cause Pubiica- 
to be published, prior to the day of any such election, in*^**"- 
at least two newspapers, if there be so many, published 
in each county, representing, so far as practicable, the 
two leading political parties, a list of all the candidates 
duly nominated and to be voted for in such county, to- 
gether with any proposed amendment to the constitution 
submitted to vote as aforesaid, in the form, so far as may 
be, in which they are to appear upon the general ballots. 

1 66. Said board shall, four days at least previous to List of can- 
the day of any city election, cause to be conspicuously ^*^**«s, 

. J • ui- I • .' city dec 

posted in one or more public places in every voting ^.^^ ^^ 

precinct of said city, a printed list containing the names, ing, pub- 
residences, and party or political designations of all candi- ^cation, 
dates nominated and to be voted for in such precinct, *^^' ^' ^^*^* 
substantially in the form of the general ballot to be used ^' 
therein; and they shall likewise cause to be published, 
prior to the day of such election, in at least two news- 
papers, published in said city, representing the two 
leading political parties, a list of all the candidates duly 
nominated and to be voted for in said city, in the form, 
as far as may be, in which they are to appear upon the 
general ballots. 
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DELIVERY OF BALLOTS, ETC. 

167. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall send 
the two sets of ballots with specimen ballots, cards of in- 
struction and copies of any proposed amendment to the 
constitution, required by law to be provided by him^ 
separately, and at different times or by different methods, 
to the board of election commissioners, so that both sets 
shall be received by them twelve hours, at least, previous 
to the day of election. In the case of each set, the ballots 
for voters shall first be enclosed in one package and sealed 
and marked with the number of ballots of each kind en- 
closed, and the accompanying specimen ballots, cards of 
instruction and copies of constitutional amendments, if 
any, shall be enclosed in another package ; and the whole 
set shall be further enclosed in a single package with marks 
on the outside indicating its contents and clearly desig- 
nating the polling place for which it is intended. Said 
board shall, on delivery to them of such packages, return 
receipts therefor to the secretary. The secretary shall 
keep a record of the time when, and manner in which, the 
several packages are sent, and shall preserve for the period 
of one year the receipts of said board. 

168. Said board shall cause the two sets of ballots and 
cards of instruction and specimen ballots provided by 
them for a city election to be separately packed. In the 
case of each set, the ballots for voters shall first be en- 
closed in one package and sealed and marked with the 
number of ballots of each kind enclosed, and the accom- 
panying specimen ballots and cards of instruction shall 
be enclosed in another package ; and the whole set shall 
be further enclosed in a single package with marks on the 
outside indicating its contents and clearly designating 
the polling place for which it is intended. 

169. Said board shall, on the day of every state and 
city election, before the opening of the polls, send to the 
election officers of each polling place therein, one set of 
ballots with accompanying specimen ballots, cards of in- 
struction and copies of proposed amendments to the con- 
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stitution, if any, which have been furnished and marked 

for such polling place; and a receipt for the delivery Receipt, 

thereof shall be returned to said board from the presiding *"ecord. 

or senior election officer present at the polling place, 

which receipt, with a record of the number of ballots 

sent, shall be kept in the office of said board for 

the period of one year. The second set of ballots shall Second set. 

be retained by said board until they are called for, for the 

purposes of voting ; and, upon the requisition in writing 

of the presiding election officer of any polling place, the 

second set of ballots shall be furnished to such polling 

place in the manner above provided as to the first 

set. 

170. In case the ballots to be furnished to any Ballots, 
polling place in said city in accordance with the pro- ^"^^^**"'*^' 
visions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, shall fj^^n "^^^^ 
for any reason fail to be duly delivered, or in case after 18Q3, c. 417, 
delivery they shall be destroyed or stolen, it shall be § hs- 
the duty of said board to cause other ballots to be pre- 
pared substantially in the form of the ballots so to 
be furnished and wanting ; and upon receipt of such Delivery 
other ballots from said board, accompanied by a state- 
ment by them under oath that the same have been so 
prepared and furnished by them, and that the original 
ballots have so failed to be received or have been so 
destroyed or stolen, the election officers of such polling 
place shall cause the ballots so substituted to be used in- 
stead of the ballots wanting as above. 



and use. 
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TITLE V. 
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171. The annual state election for the choice of 
governor, lieutenant governor, councillors, secretary, 
treasurer and receiver-general, auditor, attorney-general, 
and senators and representatives in the general court shall 
be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November, as prescribed in the constitution. There shall 
likewise be chosen at the annual state election, in the 
years in which such officers are by law respectively to be 
chosen, electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, and, in their respective districts or coun- 
ties, representatives in Congress, district attorneys, clerks 
of the courts, registers of probate and insolvency, regis- 
ters of deeds, commissioners of insolvency, county com- 
missioners, special commissioners, sheriffs and county 
treasurers. 

172. Meetings of the qualified voters of each city for 
the election of state officers and of city officers shall, 
subject to the provisions of said chapter four hundred 
and seventeen, be called by order of the board of alder- 
men; and the city clerk of every city, except the city 
of Boston, shall, under the direction of such board, 
cause notice of every such meeting to be printed in 
one or more newspapers published in such city, and also 
to be conspicuously posted in the office of the city 
clerk; and the city clerk of the city of Boston shall, 
under the direction of the board of aldermen, cause notice 
of every such meeting to be printed in at least four daily 
newspapers published in said city. Notices of meetings, 
given as aforesaid, shall be in lieu of the notices or 
warrants for election which may be required in any city 
by special statutes relating thereto, and warrants or other 
notices of such meetings shall not be required. Meet- 
ings for the annual state and city elections shall, how- 
ever, in all cases be called, as above provided, at least 
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seven days before the day prescribed for the holding 
thereof. 

173. All notices or warrants for meetings for the To specify 
election of state and city officers shall specify what°®^^^*' 
officers are to be elected or voted for at such meet- ^^^^ ^°"^' 
ings, and whenever a proposed amendment to the con- 1893, c. 417, 
stitution or other question is to be submitted to the § 148- 
people, shall contain a copy of the proposed amendment 
printed in full and of any other question so to be sub- 
mitted. They shall specify the time when the polls for Time of 
the choice of the several officers will be opened, and they °P*°*°8^. 
shall further specify, in cities, when the polls will be ^^jjj^ °^*°^ 
closed. 

In cities, meetings for the election of state and city in cities, 
officers may be opened as early as six o^clock in the fore- time of 
noon, and shall be opened as early as ten o'clock in the <^P«°*"& 

_ ^, 1, , ,, , , • ^ 1 a-nd closing 

forenoon. The polls shall be kept open six hours at least, meetings, 
but in no case shall be kept open after the hour of sun- etc. 
set, except as provided in section one hundred and fifty- 
four (one hundred and eighty of this digest) of said 
chapter four hundred and seventeen. 
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174. The presiding election officer at each polling 
place in said city shall, on the day of any election of 
state or city officers, before the opening of the polls, open 
the package containing the cards of instruction, specimen 
ballots and copies " of any proposed amendments to the 
constitution, which have been received for such polling 
place, and shall cause not less than three such cards and 
three such copies, if any, and not less than five specimen 
ballots to be posted in and about the polling place outside 
the guard rail, and shall also cause the cards of instruction 
and a copy of any proposed amendment to be posted at 
or in each marking shelf or compartment inside the guard 
rail ; and no other poster, card, handbill, placard, picture, 
or circular, except a paster to be placed upon the official 
ballot, intended to influence the action of the voter, shall 
be posted, circulated, or distributed in the polling place, 
in the building in which the polling place is located, or 
on the walls thereof, or on the premises on which the 
building stands, or on the sidewalk adjoining the prem- 
ises where such election is being held. The presiding 
election officer at each polling place shall, at the opening 
of the polls at any such election, publicly break the seals of 
the packages containing the ballots for distribution at 
such polling place, open the packages, and deliver the 
ballots to the ballot clerks. 

175. Whoever violates the above provisions of chapter 
two hundred and seventy-five of the acts of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-five shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars. 

176. The state ballot boxes, furnished in accordance 
with the provisions of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen shall be used for receiving the ballots in all state 
elections in cities, in all city elections, and also in taking 
the vote upon any proposed amendment to the constitution, 
upon the question of granting licenses for the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors, and upon any other question submitted 
by statute to the voters of the Commonwealth or of any 
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city for which ballots are by law provided at the ex- 
pense of the Commonwealth, or of any city. The election At oBcning 
officers at each polling place shall, at the opening of the °^P°"®» ^^^ 
polls and before any ballots are received, publicly open^^^^^ 
the ballot box, and ascertain by personal examination, 
and publicly show that the same is empty, and shall imme- 
diately thereafter lock or fasten the box. The clerk of the Record, 
precinct shall make a record of the condition of the box custody of 
register, and, if a key is used, it shall be taken and re- ^^^' 
tained by the police officer in attendance at the polling 
place. The ballot box shall not, after it is shown To be in 
to be empty, be removed from public view until all P"^^*^ view, 
ballots have been removed therefrom and the box has 
been relocked or sealed. No ballot shall be removed Opening, 
from the ballot box while the polls are open, and the box »^eraovai of 
shall not be opened until the polls are closed, except that, * °^^* ^^^' 
in order to make room for the deposit of all the ballots 
cast, the presiding officer may, in the presence of all the 
election officers, open the box and pack and press down 
the ballots therein. 

The presiding officer of each polling place of said city Ballot box, 
shall have charge of the ballot box and ballot box seal, f ^*^*» *® ^® 
and shall, at the close of each election, return the same, presidin^^ 
either personally, or by the hand of the police officer officer, re- 
in attendance at the polling place, to the board of elec-^"™, etc. 
tion commissioners. 

If for any cause it shall become impossible at any such state ballot 
election, or in taking any such vote, to use the state bal- boxes, pro. 
lot box, the votinsf shall proceed in such manner as the ^^^ ^^P 

. ,. rr- r y 11. 1 1 11 1. t . WhCn IIH- 

presidmg officer of such polling place shall direct, and in possible to 
such case the clerk thereof shall make a record of the use. 
facts pertaining to the failure to use such ballot box, and 
shall enclose an attested copy of such record in the enve- 
lope with the ballots cast at such election or in taking such 
vote. The foregoing provisions as to the use and custody Provisions 
of the state ballot box shall, so far as applicable, apply to subst?tuted 
the ballot box substituted therefor. ^°^' 

177. One of the voting lists of the voting pre- J^g^g "f^jj^. 
cinct transmitted by said board shall be delivered to ery and use. 
the ballot clerks, and the other voting list shall be §151'.^* '^ * 
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delivered to the election officers in charge of the ballot 
box, and such lists shall be used by them respectively 
in checking the names of voters both when receiving 
represen- *^^^^ ballots and when depositing their ballots. The 
tation at officers in charge of the ballot box and of the voting list 
boxand list, used thereat shall be of different political parties, 
statements 1 78. No election officer shall, before the public declara- 
nottobe ^Jqjj q^ ^j^g ^Q^g ^^ ^jj election, make any statement of the 
to^deciara.'^ number of ballots cast, the number of votes given for any 
tionof vote, person, the name of any person who has voted, the name 
1893, ^' 417* of any person which has not been voted on, or of any 
^ ^^** other fact tending to show the state of the polls. 

Persons 179. No persons other than the election officers, super- 

permitted visQrs and voters admitted in accordance with the provi- 
* u^ard rail ^ions of Said chapter four hundred and seventeen shall, 
Ibid. § 153. during the progress of an election and until public declara- 
tion of the vote has been made, be permitted inside the 
guard rail, except by authority of the election officers for 
the purpose of keeping order and enforcing the law. 
Voters ai- 180. No more than four voters, besides eliection officers 
lowed and supervisors, in excess of the number of marking 

^^^^^° ., shelves or compartments provided, shall be allowed at one 

guard rail. . . , . , ,1,1 1 .1 1 

Ibid. § 154. ti"^^ Within the space enclosed by the guard rail, and, ex- 
cept the election officers ind supervisors, no voters shall 

Time for ^^ admitted therein after the time fixed for closing the 

ballots at po^s, but voters previously admitted shall be allowed a 

close of period not exceeding five minutes succeeding the time so 

polls. fixed, within which to deposit their ballots. 

Presiding 181. The presiding officer at each polling place in a 

officers, Q[^y for ^^g time being, shall secure the observance of 

genera ^^ provisions of this title relative to the duties of elec- 

powers and *^ 

duties. tion officers. He shall possess full authority to mam- 
ibid. § 156. tain regularity and order and to enforce obedience to 
his lawful commands, during an election, and during the 
canvass and counting of the votes after the closing of the 
polls, and shall have full authority to preserve peace and 
good order at and around the polling place and to keep 
the access thereto open and unobstructed, and he may re- 
quire any police officer, constable or other person present 
to communicate his orders and directions, and to assist in 
the enforcement of such authority. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



83 



1 82. The board or officer in charge of the police Police 
force of said city shall detail a sufficient number of°**^®''^» 
police officers who shall be stationed at each polling ^^/'^^^^r* 

,..,. 1.,. ro order, etc. 

place in said city at every election therein, to preserve ,893, c. 417, 
order and to protect the election officers and super- § 157. 
visors from any interference with or obstruction in the 
performance of their respective duties, and to aid in en- 
forcing the provisions of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen.* 

183. Any person who, during an election, shall, in Person 

a polling place or place of such meeting, smoke, or have f "^o^^^^g o*" 

' ,. . ,. 1 J . . . having 

in his possession, a lighted pipe, cigar, or cigarette, or ^0^^^ ^^^ 
carry into any such place, or keep therein any intoxicat- to be re- 
ing liquor, shall be deemed guilty of disorderly con-"^o^ed. 
duct ; and the presiding officer at such election shall ^^'^* ^ ^^^' 
order a person so offending to remove any such pipe, 
cigar, cigarette, or liquor, or to withdraw from such place, 
and shall cause any person who refuses or fails to obey ^ 

such order to be removed from such polling place or place 
of meeting. 

184. If a person shall at an election refuse to obey the offender to 
lawful commands of the presiding officer at a polling place, be detained, 
or, by disorderly conduct in the presence or hearing of an ^^^'* ^"' °°^ 
election officer, shall interrupt or disturb his proceedings, f^^^ ^q^, 
the presiding officer may make an order directing any con- ing. 
stable, or police officer, or other person, to take the person ^^^^' § »S9« 
so offending into custody and detain him until the final 
canvass and counting of the votes shall be completed, 

unless the presiding officer shall order his previous re- 
lease ; but such order of detention shall be so enforced as 
not to prohibit the person so taken into custody, if a voter 
at such polling place, from voting at such election . 

185. The presiding officer at a polling place, or such Duties of 
other election officer as may be cognizant thereof, shall officers 
forthwith report to the police officer in attendance at the ^^^'^ ^*^ ^^ 
polling place, any violation of the provisions of this title, jj,id. § 160. 
and such police officer shall see that the offender is 

duly brought before the proper court. 
* Acts 18S9, c. 433, allows appointment of special police for elections. 
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MANNER OF VOTING. 

Voting, giv. 186. A person when desiring to vote at an election for 
ing of which ballots are provided at the expense of the Common- 
name, de. wealth or of a city under the provisions of said chapter 
ballot etc. ^^^^ hundred and seventeen, shall, at the polling place 
1893, c. 417, for which he is registered as a voter, give his name, 
§ *6i. and if requested so to do, his residence, to one of the 

ballot clerks, who shall thereupon announce the same 
in a loud and distinct tone of voice, clear and audiye ; 
and if such name is found upon the voting list by the ballot 
clerk having charge thereof, the ballot clerk shall likewise 
repeat the name, and the voter shall then be allowed to 
enter the space enclosed by the guard rail. The ballot 
clerk shall give him one, and only one, ballot, and the 
name of the voter shall be immediately checked on the 
Women, voting list. If the voter is a woman, she shall receive a 
* special ballot containing the names of candidates for school 

committee only. 

Marking of 187. The voter on receiving his ballot, shall forthwith 

baii<^t. ^^^ without leaving the enclosed space, retire alone to 

one of the marking shelves or compartments, and shall, 

except in the case of voting for electors of president and 

vice-president, prepare his ballot by marking in the square 

a cross [X] at the right of the name and designation, if 

any, of the candidate of his choice for each office to be 

filled, or by inserting the name of the candidate of his 

choice in the blank space provided therefor, and marking 

a cross [X] in the square at the right of the same ; and, 

in case of a question submitted to the vote of the people, 

by marking a cross [X] in the square at the right of the 

answer which he desires to give. 

Voting for 188. A voter,.who desires to vote for an entire group 

presidential ^f candidates for electors of president and vice-president 

electors 

Ibid. § 163 ®^ *^^ United States shall mark a cross [X] in the square 
at the right of the party or political designation imme- 
diately above such group, and such cross [X] shall count 
as a vote for each candidate in such group. If a voter de- 
sires not to vote for one or more candidates in the group 
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for which he marks, he may erase the name of such candi- 
date or candidates, and the cross [X] in thesquare above- 
mentioned shall count as a vote for each of the other can- 
didates in such group. When a voter desires to vote for 
another person, in place of a candidate whose name he has 
erased, he may insert in one of the blank spaces at the 
end of the groups of candidates for electors, the name of 
the person of his choice, and mark a cross [X] in the 
square at the right of such name. A voter who does not 
mark for any group of candidates, may vote for one or 
more candidates for electors, up to the whole number to 
be elected, by inserting a name or names in one or more 
of the blank spaces at the end of the groups of electors, 
and marking a cross [X] in the square at the right of each 
name so inserted. 

189. A voter who declares to the presiding officer that Assistance 
he was a voter before the first day of May in the year ^" ™**"*^^"&- 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and cannot read, or who ^ ^ ^' '*'^' 
declares that by blindness or other physical disability he 

is unable to mark his ballot, shall, upon request, be 
assisted in the marking thereof by one or two of the elec- 
tion officers, which officer or officers shall, if requested by 
him, be of such political party, represented among the 
election officers, as the voter may designate ; and the officers' 
officer or officers so assisting shall certify on the outside certificate. 
of the ballot, that it was so marked with his or their assist- 
ance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding 
the same. The presiding officer shall require such declara- Declaration 
tion of disability to be made before him by the voter under of disability 
oath, and he is hereby qualified to administer such oath. "°^^*^ °^**** 

190. No voter shall place any distinguishing mark upon Certain 
his ballot, and no person shall place any mark against any marks pro. 
name upon a ballot not cast by himself, and no election J^^!.'^^* 
officer or other person shall place upon such a ballot any 
distinguishing mark whatsoever, except as authorized by 

the provisions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen. 

191. If a voter spoils a ballot, he may successively Spoiled 
obtain two others, one at a time, upon returning each obtaining 
spoiled one, and all ballots so returned shall be immedi- ceUa'tion'*"" 
ately cancelled by the election officers. ibid. § 166. 
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Ballot to be 1 92. Before leaving the marking shelf or compart- 

foided.etc. ment, the voter shall fold his ballot, without displaying 

I ji*^'^^^' the marks thereon, in the same way in which it was 

folded when received by him, and he shall keep the same 

Time ai- SO folded until he has voted. No voter shall be allowed 

lowed in ^^ occupy a marking shelf or compartment already occu- 

«pace, etc. P^^^ ^^ another, nor to remain in such enclosed space 

more than ten minutes, nor to occupy a voting shelf or 

compartment for more than five minutes, in case all of the 

marking shelves or compartments are in use and other 

voters are waiting to occupy the same. 

Depositing 193. A voter after marking his ballot shall at once pro- 

baiiot, giv. ceed to deposit the same in the ballot box, shall let no one 

ing name, ^^^ j^j^ j^^Hq^ g^ j^g ^q know how he is about to vote, and, 

etc. 

Ibid § 16S. upo^ SO offering to vote, he shall give his name and, if re- 
quested so to do, his residence, to the presiding officer, 
1S9S, c. 435, who shall thereupon announce the name in a loud and 
^ '• distinct tone of voice, clear and audible ; and if such name 

is found upon the voting list by the election officer having 
charge thereof, he shall, in a loud and distinct tone of 
voice, clear and audible, repeat the name and check it 
upon the voting list ; and the voter may then deposit his 
ballot in the ballot box, which he shall do with the official 
None but indorsement Uppermost and in sight. No ballot without 
official bai- ^^^ official indorsement, except as otherwise provided in 
lowed etc. Section one hundred and forty-five (one hundred and 
seventy of this digest) of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen shall be allowed to be deposited in the ballot 
Voter's box. No person shall so vote whose name is not on the 
name to be voting list, nor until the election officer as above shall 
checked on ^^^ ^^^ check his name thereon, unless such person 

list or cer- •. /• 1 • 

tificate. presents a certificate from the board of election com- 
missioners as provided by section sixty-six (sixty-four of 
this digest) of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, 
which certificate shall be checked as therein required. 
Voting 194. A voter who has entered the space enclosed by 

to be with- the guard rail, shall mark and deposit his ballot without 
out delay; un^j^g delay, and shall leave such enclosed space as soon 
tQ ^ as he has voted. A voter who has been given a ballot for 
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the purpose of voting, shall deposit it in the ballot box, or removed, 
shall return it to a ballot clerk ; and no person shall take ^^^* ^' 4^7. 
or remove any ballot from the polling place or outside the 
guard rail before the close of the polls. No voter, other voter not to 
than an election officer and supervisor, who has once reenter en- 
entered such enclosed space, and whose name has been <^'°s«^ 

SDACe 

checked on the voting list in charge of the ballot clerk, 
«hall be allowed to reenter such enclosed space during the 
election. 

195. If in any state or city election the right of a Proceed- 
person offering to vote is challenged for any cause rec- »°&s when 
ognized by law, the presiding officer shall require the^'||'^ *^ 
name and residence of the person so offering to vote, to i^ij § ,^0 * 
be written by himself or by some one in his behalf, on the 
outside of the ballot so offered, and the presiding officer 
shall add thereto the name of the person so challenging 
and the assigned cause for which the challenge is made, 
before such ballot shall be received; but nothing in this Certain bai- 
section shall be construed as permitting election officers ^°'® "°V° 
to receive any ballot which by law they are required to 
refuse. No election officer, otherwise than as above re- statements 
quired or permitted, and no person other than an election °°* '° ^® 
officer shall make any statement or give any information recrardine 
in regard to a ballot cast by a voter so challenged at any challenged 
such election, except as required by law. votes. 
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COUNTING OF VOTES. 

State blanks 1 96. The blank forms and apparatus provided by the 
and appa- secretary of the Commonwealth, in accordance with the 
ratustobe provisions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, 
1893,'c. 417, shall be used in ascertaining the result of the election or 
$ 171. vote in all state elections in cities, in all city elections, 

and also in taking the vote upon any proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution, upon the question of granting 
licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors, and upon 
any other question submitted by statute to the voters 
of the Commonwealth, or of any city for which ballots 
are by law provided at the expense of the Common- 
wealth or of any city. If, however, for any cause, it 
Proceed- shall become impossible at any such election, or in 
ings when taking any such vote, to use such blank forms or appa- 

impossible /• , 1 1 • /• 1 

to use. ratus, or any of them, the canvass and countmg of the 
votes shall proceed in such manner as the presiding 
officer of the polling place shall direct; and in such 
case, the clerk thereof shall make a record of the facts 
pertaining to the failure to use such blank forms or 
apparatus, and shall enclose an attested copy of such 
record in the envelope with the ballots cast at such 
election or in taking such vote. 
Proceed 1 97. At every election and in the taking of every 

ings at close vQtg at which the state ballot box and blank forms and 
ibd°6^ apparatus are used, as required by section one hundred 
and fifty (one hundred and seventy-six of this digest) 
of said chapter four hundred and seventeen and the 
preceding section, the clerk of the voting precinct 
shall, as soon as the polls are closed, make a record 
of the ballot box register; the election officers in 
charge of each voting list shall publicly, and in the 
presence of the other election officers, count in a 
distinct and audible voice, the number of names checked 
on each list and announce the whole number of names 
checked thereon ; and the ballot box shall then be opened 
by the presiding officer and the ballots shall be taken 
therefrom. The ballots shall, under the direction of the 
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presiding officer, be audibly counted, one by one, and Canvass of 
when the counting is completed, the whole number of^*^'°*^- 
ballots cast shall be publicly announced by him. The 
ballots shall then be divided into blocks or packages, each 
of a convenient number for canvassing and counting, and, 
except as hereinafter in this section provided, each block 
or package shall be canvassed and counted by two election 
officers representing the two leading political parties, de- 
tailed for the purpose by the presiding officer ; each elec- 
tion officer, in so canvassing and counting votes, shall be 
under the inspection of an election officer of a different 
political party ; and the result of each such canvass and 
count shall be reported to the presiding officer, who shall 
cause each such result to be correctly recorded on the 
blank forms provided by law for the purpose. The 
clerk of the voting precinct shall, when the total Announce- 
result of the canvass and counting of votes has been ™®"^» *'*'*^- 
ascertained, make public announcement thereof in open ^ ' 
meeting, and shall, in open meeting, enter, in words at 
length in his records, the total number of names of male 
and female voters checked on the voting lists, the total 
number of ballots cast, the names of all persons voted for, 
the number of votes received for each person and the title 
of the office for which he was proposed, the number of 
blank ballots for each office, and the number of affirmative 
and negative votes in answer to any question submitted 
to the voters. Each clerk of a voting precinct shall forth- 
with make a copy of the record so made by him, seal and 
certify the same, and deliver it to the board of election 
commissioners, who shall forthwith enter the same in the 
city records. 

The checked voting lists and all ballots, after being re- Procecd- 
raoved from the ballot box, shall be kept within the unob- ^"srs, bai. 
structed view of the voters present at the polling place, ° * . '* 
until they have been enclosed and sealed in accordance view, etc. 
with the provisions of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen, and all proceedings in the canvass and counting 
of votes shall be public and within the unobstructed view 
of the voters as aforesaid ; and no adjournment or post- 
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Certain bal. 
lots not to 
be counted. 
1893, c. 417, 



ponement shall be had until the canvass and counting are 
fully completed, and the voting lists and ballots have been 
enclosed and sealed cis by law provided. 

198. No ballots shall be counted in ascertaining the 
result in any election or in the taking of any vote, in 
which the use of a state ballot box is required in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section one hundred and fifty 
(one hundred and seventy-six of this digest) of this title, 
unless they have been deposited in such ballot box and 
cancelled thereby, or have been otherwise deposited in ac- 
cordance wdth the provisions of said section ; and no ballots 
shall be counted in any election for which ballots are by 
law provided at the expense of the Commonwealth or of 
the city unless they have been provided in accordance 
with the provisions of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen. If a voter marks more names than there are 
persons to be elected to an office, or if for any reason it is 
impossible to determine the choice of the voter for any 
office to be filled, his ballot shall not be counted for such 
office. Ballots cast but not counted, for any purpose, 
shall be marked ** defective," on the outside thereof, and 
shall be kept and preserved the same as ballots which are 
counted. 
Ballots cast jgg. The presiding officer at every polling place in a 
to be sealed ^^^^ ^^ elections of State and city officers shall cause all 
the ballots cast, after they have been duly canvassed 
and counted and record thereof has been made, publicly 
to be enclosed in an envelope and sealed with the seal 
by law provided for the purpose, and also with the 
private seal of any election officer who may desire to affix 
the same ; and a majority of the election officers of the 
voting precinct shall indorse upon such envelope for 
what officers and in what polling place the ballots were 
cast, and the date of the election ; and they shall make a 
certificate on the envelope that all the ballots cast for state 
(or) city officers, as the case may be, by the voters of 
such precinct and none other, are contained in such 
envelope. 



Defective 
ballots. 



up, in- 
dorsed, etc 
Ibid. § 174. 
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The presiding officer at each polling place in every such voting 
election shall cause the voting lists used at such election lists, un- 
to be enclosed in an envelope and sealed as aforesaid, and "*^*^ ^*^" 
a majority of the election officers of the voting precinct ^^ sealed 
shall certify thereon to the identity of the voting lists up, certified, 
so enclosed. The presiding officer shall likewise cause etc. 
all ballots which are not distributed to voters and all bal- 
lots ^hich are returned by voters and cancelled, to be en- 
closed in an envelope and sealed as aforesaid, and shall 
make a certificate on the envelope as to the identity of 
such undistributed and cancelled ballots. 

200. The warden of each polling place immediately Delivery of 
after the ballots and voting lists have been put in envelopes ballot 
and sealed as provided by law shall place said envelopes, boxes, etc., 
together with the ballot boxes, ballot box seals and *° ^ ec^ion 

. . , \ r t' ^ commis- 

counting apparatus, in the custody of a police officer of sioners. 
said city, and said police officer shall forthwith deliver the 1895, c. 449, 
same in person to said board of election commissioners, § 7- 
at the place designated by them. 

201. The board of election commissioners may, after a Voting 
voting list has been used in any voting precinct and trans- i»st, copies 
mitted to them in accordance with the preceding section, "'.^J^ ^ "'^' 
unseal and open the envelope containing such voting list 1893, c. 417, 
and may make a copy of the list as checked, upon written § 175. 
application therefor, signed by not less than ten legal 

voters in the ward of which such precinct forms a part. 
Immediately after any such voting list has been so copied, voUng 
said board shall again enclose the list in an envelope and a^^Tn*" ^^ 
seal the same, and shall certify on the envelope to the sealed, cer- 
identity and original condition of such lists. ' 

202. Said board shall receive the envelope containing Ballots 
the ballots cast at an election and transmitted to them in cast, cus. 
accordance with the preceding: sections, and shall retain ^"^^' ^®* 

, ... jt. 1 . /., struction, 

the same in their custody subject to the requirements of law, gt^. 
and until such requirements have been complied with ; and, ibid. § 176. 
as soon as may be thereafter, said board shall cause all 
such ballots to be destroyed, without examining them or 
permitting them to be examined by any person whatso- 
ever, and shall make an entry in the city records that all 
such ballots have been so destroyed. 
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Voting' Said board shall retain in their custody the voting lists 

lists, un- and undistributed and cancelled ballots transmitted id 

"^^ ^ ' them in accordance with the provisions of the preceding 

custody,' sections, during the same time as is above required by 

disposition, law for the preservation of ballots ; and said board shall 

^^^' preserve the voting lists for future reference in such 

manner as they may deem best, and shall cause the 

cancelled ballots to be destroyed in the same manner 

as the ballots cast, but may make such disposition of 

the undistributed ballots as they may deem proper. 
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RECORDS AND CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. 

203. In determining the number of votes cast at an Record not 
election, no record of votes cast or copy of any such j°ct*e/when 
record shall be rejected if the number of votes given for votes can be 

" ascertained. 

each candidate for an office can be ascertained. 1893, c 417^ 

204. The board of election commissioners shall t'"^^* . 

_-.-_ ..... .,. Examina- 

forthwith after every state and city election m said citytionof 
examine the copies of the records made by the election precinct re- 
officers of each precinct, and if any error appears therein, *"™®» ^°^- 
they shall forthwith give notice of such error to the elec- J^^j §178. 
tion officers by whom the error has been made ; and such 
election officers shall forthwith make under oath a new 
and additional record in conformity to the truth, and 
deliver a copy thereof to said board, and any such 
additional copy of the records made by the election 
officers, whether with or without notice as aforesaid, shall 
be received by said board at any time before the expira- 
tion of the day preceding the last day on which such clerk 
is by law allowed or required to transmit copies of rec- 
ords of the votes cast in the city or within which the 
results of the election in any such city are by law required 
to be declared. All original and additional copies of the Examina. 
records made as above shall be examined by said board tion of pre- 
and made part of the records of such election ; and said ^^"^^ ^^' 
board shall certify and attest copies of the records of records 
votes for the several candidates, in accordance with the certification 
requirements of the provisions of said chapter four hun- of copies, 
dred and seventeen. 

205. Said board shall, within ten days from the day Returns of 
of any election in said city for representatives in con-^°'^®^" 

sccrctHrv 

gress, governor, lieutenant-governor, councillor, secretary, ^^^ 
treasurer and receiver-general, auditor, attorney-generaK ibid. § 179. 
commissioners of insolvency, clerk of courts, register of 
prcbate and insolvency, sheriff, district-attorney, or 
senator, or for electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States, transmit to the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth copies of the records of the votes for such 
officers, which copies shall be attested and sealed by them. 
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Returns of Said board shall, in like manner, within ten days after an 
votes in election in Suffolk County for register of deeds, transmit 
Su^ik° *o the board of aldermen of the city of Boston copies 
of the records of the votes cast in said city for such 
register, certified, attested and sealed, as aforesaid. 
Returns in Said board shall transmit all such copies of the records 
envelopes ^f votes in envelopes, upon the outside of which they 
dorsed ^ *" ^^^^^ specify the offices for which the votes were cast,, 
and, in case officers are elected for divisions of the Com- 
monwealth, the divisions in which the votes are cast. 
Proceed- 2o6. If a copy of the record of the votes cast at 

ingswhen ^^ election in said city and transmitted to the secretary 
sealed^ ""' of the Commonwealth, in accordance with the provis- 
1893,0.417, ions of the preceding section, is received by him not 
§ 180. sealed as required by law, he shall forthwith give notice 

of such fact to said board ; upon receipt of such notice 
they shall make and attest another copy of the record of 
the votes cast at such election, which copy shall be certi- 
fied by said board and transmitted to the secretary, sealed 
as required in the case of the original copy. If the second 
copy is received by the secretary before the copies of the 
records of the votes are examined and determination 
is made of the persons appearing to be elected, and if 
upon examination such copy is found to be in substantial 
conformity with the original copy of the records, the 
original copy shall not be rejected for not being sealed as 
required by law. 
On receipt, 207. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause a 
raemoran- memorandum of the date of the receipt by him of each 
in"ade'° ^^ ^^P^ °^ ^^^ records of the votes, transmitted as required by 
Ibid. § 181. the provisions of the preceding sections, to be made on the 
envelope containing such copy ; and if such copy, when 
required to be sealed, is received unsealed, the secretary 
shall cause a memorandum of such fact to be made on the 
copy of the records. 
Exaraina- 208. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall duly 
tionby j^^^ before the governor and council the copies of the 
and oMincii ^ecords of the votes cast at an election with their seals 
Ibid. § 182. unbroken. The governor, with five councillors, at least. 
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shall, as soon as may be, open and examine all such copies 
of the records of votes, and determine what persons ap- 
pear to be elected to the several offices in accordance 
therewith. Upon completion of such examination and Returns of 
determination, the secretary shall furnish to such news- ^°^®®' ^^" 
papers published in the Commonwealth, as shall apply ^^^^^ 
therefor, an abstract of the records of the votes examined, papers. 

209. The governor, after examination and determina- Certificate 
tion as provided in the preceding section, shall, in the of examina- 
presence of at least five councillors, make and subscribe a ^^^' 
certificate of the examination of the copies of the records j ,3^^ * 

of the votes for governor and lieutenant-governor, for 
councillors, for secretary, treasurer and receiver-general, 
auditor, and attorney-general, and for senators, and of the 
results of such examination, and he shall, in accordance Summons^ 
with the constitution of the commonwealth, issue his 
summons to such persons as appear to be chosen to the 
. said offices. The governor .shall also issue certificates of Certificates 
election to such persons as appear to be chosen to the of- of election. 
fices of representatives in congress, commissioners of in- 
solvency, clerks of the courts, registers of probate and 
insolvency, sheriffs and district attorneys, and such certifi- 
cates shall be countersigned by the secretary and trans- 
mitted by him to the persons so appearing to be elected. 

210. After examination and certification have been to be re- 
made in accordance with the provisions of the preceding turned to 
sections, the copies of the records of the votes shall be j^^j^^f "^^ 
replaced in their respective envelopes, and the governor 

shall deliver them and the certificate of examination there- 
of, made as provided in the preceding section, to the sec- 
retary ; and the secretary shall on the first Wednesday in To be laid 
January lay the same, together with schedules showing 1*®^°^® ^^s- 
the number of ballots which appear to have been cast for 
each person voted for, before the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives. 

Except for the above purposes, all the copies of the To be filed 
records of votes, both original and corrected, which have 
been duly transmitted to the secretary, shall be kept and 
remain on file in the office of the secretary, and be there 



in secre- 
tary's office. 
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open to the inspection of any interested party who may 

apply therefor. 

Presiden- 21 1 . The copies of the records of the votes for electors 

tiai-eiec- of president and vice-president of the United States shall, 

tors, exarai- . ^ , , , .,11 

nation of re- ^'^ any event, be opened and examined by the governor 

turns of and council within ten days after the same have been 

votes. transmitted to the secretary of the Commonwealth in ac- 

1893, c. 417, cQi-dance with the requirements of the provisions of said 

chapter four hundred and seventeen; and the governor 

and council, after examining the copies of the records 

and ascertaining therefrom the number of votes cast for 

Prociama- electors, shall declare, by proclamation to be printed in 

**°"* at least one newspaper in each county, the names of the 

several persons who have received not less than one-fifth 

of the entire number of votes cast for electors and the 

number of votes receivedJ^y each such person. 

Issue of cer- The several persons, up to the number of electors re- 

tificates if quired to be chosen, who have received the highest num- 

e ection is ^^^ of votes as SO ascertained, and as to whose election no 

not con- 
tested, notice of a contest has been received by the governor in 

accordance with the provisions of the following section 
shall, at the expiration of fourteen days from the 
date of such proclamation, be deemed and taken to be- 
elected ; and the governor shall thereupon issue a certifi- 
cate of election to every such person so found to be 
elected, and as to whose election no notice of a contest 
has been received. 
Petition of 212. Any person who appears, by the proclamation of 
certain can- the governor made in accordance with the preceding sec- 
didates for ^j^^ ^^ ^^^^ received not less than one-fifth of the entire 

declaration , ^ <- » 1 , • . 

of election, number of votes cast for electors, may apply by petition to 
Ibid. § 186. the supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, for a 
declaration of his election as an elector. Such petition 
shall set forth the name of every person whose election is 
contested and the ground for the contest, and shall be 
filed within seven days from the date of such proclamation. 
The petitioner shall, upon filing such petition, and before 
any proceedings are had thereon, recognize to the Com- 
monwealth, in such sum and with such sureties as the 



d by Google 
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court shall order, to pay all costs incurred in the prosecu- 
tion of his petition, in case he shall not prevail in the 
same. The court shall thereupon fix a day for the hearing Day for 
of the petition, which day shall be not less than three days hearing, 
nor more than seven days from the date of the filing "°^*^®» ®**^* 
thereof.; and shall order due notice of the hearing, con- 
taining a short statement of the substance of the petition, 
to be given, in such manner as it may direct, to the 
governor and to every person whose election is so con- 
tested. The court shall likewise order such notice to be 
published in at least one newspaper in each county to be 
designated by the court. 

213. At the day fixed for a hearing, in accordance with Presiden- 
the preceding section, the petitioner shall appear and pro- *»*^ electors, 
duce his evidence, and every person whose election is ^PP^^''*"ce. 
contested may appear and produce evidence on his part. § 137. 

A petitioner or other party may appear himself or by his of peti- 
authorized agent or attorney, and no other person shall be tioner and 
made a party to the proceedings on such petition, or be ° ^^ ^^ 
heard thereon personally or by counsel, except that if 
more than one petition is pending, or the election of more 
than one person is contested, the court may order the 
cases to be heard together or apart, as in its judgment may 
seem best. The court shall thereupon hear the case or Determina- 
cases, and finally determine all questions of law and fact tion of 
involved. The burden of proof in every case shall be^"^^^^""^, 
upon the petitioner, and the hearing shall be confined to f^^^.^. burden 
the grounds stated in the petition, which shall not be of proof; 
amended after the petition has been filed. No ex parte evidence. • 
affidavit shall be competent evidence in such hearing. No Witnesses, 
person shall be excused from testifying or producing papers "ot to be 
or documents therein on the ground that his testimony or ®^^^f®^» 

, , . /- 1 1 .1. , "o' liable 

the production of the papers or documents will tend to to prosecu- 
criminate himself; but no person so testifying shall be tion, etc. 
liable to any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal, for any 
matter or cause in respect of which he shall be so exam- 
ined or to which his testimony shall relate. The court powers of 
shall have the same power to compel the attendance of tbe court, 
witnesses which it now has in suits at common law, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 



shall have power to make such rules and regulations, not 
inconsistent with the provisions of said chapter four 
hundred and seventeen, regarding the conduct of the pro- 
ceedings, as it may deem proper, and, in general, shall 
have all power necessary to the complete exercise of the 
authority conferred upon it by said chapter, 
iudeewiif^ ^^^ court shall adjudge in each case which of the parties 
party is en- to the proceedings is elected to the office of elector, and 
office ; cer- shall cause its adjudication to be entered of record in such 
govlmo°r!° form and manner as it shall direct, and shall forthwith 
Presidential ^^^^^fy ^^s adjudication to the governor ; and such adjudi- 
eiectors, cation SO Certified shall be final and conclusive that the 
governor to person, therein declared to have been elected, is duly 
issue certi - ejected ; and the governor shall forthwith issue to such 
election. pcrson a Certificate of his election, reciting in such certifi- 
cate that it is issued pursuant to adjudication under said 
chapter four hundred and seventeen. 
Proceed- 214. If a petitioner shall fail duly to appear and 

ingswhen prosecute his petition, according to the requirements of 
f^iiVto"*^ said chapter four hundred and seventeen, and of such 
prosecute rules and orders as the court shall make thereunder,, 
petition. the court shall adjudge that he has so failed, and 
1893, c. 417, gj^^ij cause adjudication to be entered of record in such 
form and manner as it shall direct, and shall forthwith 
certify such adjudication to the governor ; such adjudication 
of the court shall be a final and conclusive bar to the claim 
of the petitioner as fully and completely as if his claim 
had been heard and determined on its merits ; and the 
governor shall forthwith issue a certificate of election to the 
person whose election was contested by the petitioner. 
Costs of 215. The costs of all proceedings under said chapter 

proceed- f^^^ hundred and seventeen shall be taxed under the 
ibfd « 180 direction of the court, and if two or more cases are heard 
together, the costs shall be apportioned between them by 
the court. In every case in which the petitioner shall not 
finally prevail, such costs shall be paid by him; and in 
every case in which the petitioner shall finally prevail, the 
costs shall be borne by the Commonwealth and shall be 
paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth. 
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2)6. The final hearing and determination under this Power and 
act shall be by a majority of the justices of the supreme a"^o"ty of 
judicial court, but any single justice thereof may exercise ^^ ^^^^' 
any other power and authority given to the court by said § 19,^. 
chapter four hundred and seventeen. 

217. The county commissioners, to whom the copies Returns of 
of the records of the votes for county treasurer and regis- ^ot«^» 

ter of deeds have been transmitted in accordance with the *^°.""/ ^°"*' 

missioners 

provisions of section one hundred and seventy-nine (one to examine, 
hundred and seventy-six of this digest) of said chapter etc. 
four hundred and seventeen, shall, on the first Wednesday ^^^^' ^ ^^i- 
of the month next succeeding that in which the election for 
said officers was held, open and examine such copies, deter- 
mine what persons appear to be elected to such offices in 
accordance therewith, and they shall issue certificates of 
election to the persons so appearing to be elected. The Notice to 
county commissioners shall also give notice to the secre- secretary, 
tary of the Commonwealth, of the name and residence of 
every persons© elected, and the period of his term of office. 

In the county of Suffolk the board of aldermen of the Returns of 
city of Boston shall, within ten days after the election of votes, pro- 
register of deeds for said county, in like manner open and ceeding^s of 
examine the copies of the records of the votes for that aidermen of 
officer, determine what person appears to be elected, and Boston. 
issue a certificate and give notice as above provided. 

218. Whenever, upon examination of the copies of the when in- 
records of votes, made in accordance with the requirements complete, 
of the preceding sections, it shall appear to the governor °*^^^ ^^' 
and council, to the board of examiners, or to the county ^^^^^ ^^^, 
commissioners, that any such copy is incomplete or ibid. § 193. 
erroneous, the body so making the examination may order 

a new copy of the records to be made, and transmitted 
in manner provided for making and transmitting the 
original copies ; such new copy shall be transmitted by the 
board of election commissioners within seven days after 
the date of the order requiring the same to be made, and 
if found to be correct, and in conformity to the require- 
ments of law, shall thereupon have the same force and 
effect as an original copy correctly made and transmitted. 
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^teT^liin ^^^ provisions of law applicable to the filing of the 
by bo'ard of original copies of the records of the votes by boards of 
examiners, g^aminers shall apply to the filing of such new copies. 
Representa- 2 1 9. If a representative district for the election of rep- 
tive district, j-gggQ^^I-iygs j^ ^he general court is composed of one 
wa^dsofa'^^^'^ more wards of said city, the board of election commis- 
city, eiec sioners shall forthwith examine the records of the votes 
tion record, for the office of representative, shall determine what person 
examina- ^j. pgrgons appear to be elected in accordance therewith ; 
1803 c. 417 ^°^ ^^^y ^^^^^^ cause to be entered at length in the records 
§ 194. of the city, the names of all persons for whom votes for 

representatives were given in the district, and the number 

of votes given for each such person. 
Correction 220. Said board, when examining the copies of the 
o errors m j.g(,Qr(jg Qf ^^g votes for the office of representative in a 

returns of . i- . 1 n •/- , . 

votes. representative district, shall, if any error appears therein. 

Ibid. § 197. forthwith give notice of such error to the election officers 
by whom the error is made ; and such election officers 
shall forthwith make under oath a new and additional rec- 
ord in conformity to the truth, and transmit a copy 
thereof to said board. Any additional copy of the records 
made by the election officers shall be examined by said 
board if received by them within ten days from the time 
appointed for their meeting. 
Represent- 22 1 . Said board , after having determined, in accordance 
with the provisions of the preceding sections, what person 
or persons appear to have been elected to the office of 
tificatesof representative in such district, shall make duplicate cer- 
eiection, tificates of election of the person or persons so appearing 
to be elected ; and they shall, within fifteen days after 
the day of the election, transmit one of such certificates 
to the secretary of the Commonwealth, and shall, by a 
Transmis- constable or other proper officer, transmit the other cer- 
sion. tificate to the person named therein as elected. Such 

certificates of election shall be in substance as follows : 
Represent- Commonwealth of Massachusetts, county of 

ative in ' 

general Pursuant to a law of this Commonwealth, the qualified 
ti°ficate*^of voters of Representative District Number , in their 

form^°°' several meetings on the day of November in- 



ative in 
general 
court, cer- 



issue, 
Ibid. § 198, 
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stant, for the choice of representatives in the general 
court, did elect , being inhabitants of 

said district, to represent them in the general court, to be 
holden on the first Wednesday of January next, 

Dated at the day of in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and 

There shall be printed on every such form, the first four Return of 
sections of chapter two of the Public Statutes, and this f^^er, fii- 
section and section two hundred and seventeen (omitted *°^' 
in this digest) of said chapter four hundred and seventeen. 
Every constable or other officer transmitting such certifi- 
cate shall make a return to the officers from whom the 
same was received, stating that such certificate was duly 
delivered to the person mentioned therein as elected, and 
his return so made shall be filed with said board. 

222. Said board shall, within fifteen days after the Return of 
day of an election in said city for representative in^otesto 
the general court, transmit to the secretary of the Com- ^^^^^^^^'T. 
monwealth an attested copy of the record of votes cast 1893,0.417, 
for all candidates for said office in each voting precinct § 199. 

of said city. 

223. In all records of votes cast at elections, and in all whole 
copies of such records, the whole number of ballots given "^™be»" o^ 
shall be distinctly stated in words at length, but an omis- stLte/in° 
sion so to state the whole number of ballots given shall records, etc. 
not render a record or copy thereof invalid in any case in ibid. § aoo. 
which the true result of the election can be ascertained 

from other parts of the record or copy, or by a recount 
made in conformity with the provisions of law. 

224. No violation, by a public officer or election officer. Violation of 
of the requirements of said chapter four hundred and certain re- 
seventeen relative to providing ballot boxes, blank forms '^"J''^"'!!"^® 

J I 1 , , . , not to affect, 

and other apparatus, and the care and preservation there- etc. 
of, and relative to the manner of canvassing and counting ibid. § 201. 
votes, shall invalidate any record, or copy of a record, or 
certificate duly made by said board or by a precinct clerk, 
or affect the title of any person who is duly declared to be 
elected to any office. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



102 



Proof of re- 
turn, etc., 
mailed, etc., 
bar to com- 
plaint, etc. 
1893, c. 417, 
§ 202. 

Number of 
names 
checked to 
be returned. 
Ibid. § 303. 



Report of 
number of 
assessed 
polls, regis- 
tered voters 
and votes 
for each 
candidate 
for state 
office. 
1S94, ^' ^00. 



225 . Proof that a copy of the records of the votes at an 
election was properly addressed to the person to whom it 
was by law required to be transmitted or delivered, and 
was duly deposited in the post-office within the time fixed 
by law for transmission or delivery, shall be a bar to any 
complaint for delinquency. 

226. Said board shall, within fifteen days after the day 
of an election in said city of state or city officers, certify to 
the secretary of the Commonwealth the total number of 
names of male and female voters checked on the voting 
list as having voted at such election in each voting precinct 
in said city. 

227. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, on or 
before the first day of February in each year, report to 
the general court the number of assessed polls, the num- 
ber of registered male and female voters at the date of the 
last preceding annual state election and city election, and 
the total number of persons, both male and female, who 
voted at each such election in said city, and in every 
voting precinct of said city, together with the number of 
votes received by each candidate for a state office at the 
preceding annual state election, as returned to his office ; 
and he shall include in such report a concise statement of 
other matters relating to elections, with such suggestions 
as he may deem advisable. The report of the secretary 
ahall be one of the series of public documents, and fifteen 
hundred copies thereof shall be annually printed. 
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RECOUNTS OF VOTES. 

228. If, within the thirty days next succeeding the Contested 

day of an election, a person who has received votes for «^«<^**<^"» 

any office at such election, shall, by himself, or by his gj^^^j^^^j 

agent or attorney, serve upon the board of election com- commis- 

missioners a statement in writing claiming an election sioners to 

to such office, or declarins: an intention to contest thef®^^^" 

1 • t r 1 .11111, ballots, 

election thereto of any other person, said board shall ,3^^^ c. 417, 

retain every envelope containing the ballots for such office § 306. 

cast at the election, sealed as provided by law, until such 

claim is withdrawn or the contest for the election is finally 

determined by the competent authority. Every envelope Ballots sub- 

with the ballots shall, however, be and remain subject to ject to 

the order of the body to which any such person claims or °^^^^> ^^^• 

may be held to have been elected, or to the order of the . 

officers required by law finally to examine the records or 

copies of the records and to issue certificates of election to 

such office, or to the order of a court having jurisdiction of 

the matter. Any such body or officers may order said Contested 

board to appear before them and bring with them every such election, re- 

cnvelope with the ballots. Said board shall, in response to ^°!*"^ ° 

the order, appear with the envelopes and ballots, and such amendment 

body or officers may open the envelopes, recount the bal- of records. 

lots therein and amend any record or copy thereof made 

by them in relation to such office in accordance with the 

result of the recount. 

229. If, within the six days next succeeding the day of Recount of 
any election in any ward of said city, ten or more qualified ballots. 
voters of such ward shall sign, swear to and file with 1 g^' ^* ^^* 
said board of election commissioners a statement that they 

have reason to believe and do believe that the records (or 
copies of records) made by the election officers of certain 
precincts in said wards are erroneous (specifying wherein 
they deem they are in error), and that they believe a 
recount of the ballots cast in such precincts will affect the 
election of one or more candidates voted for at such elec- 
tion (specifying the candidates) , or will affect the decision 
of a question voted upon at such election (specifying the 
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question), said board shall without delay open the en- 
velopes containing said ballots, recount the same and 
^^y determine the questions raised. Said board may employ 

emp oy ^^^^ assistauce as they deem necessary in making any 
such recount; and the chairman of the city committee 
representing the largest political party and the chairman of 
the city committee representing the second largest political 
party may^ in writing, designate two persons, or such 
further number as said commissioners may allow, to be 
present and witness the count, and said board shall allow 
Certain each candidate whose election is in questio.n, or his repre- 
persons sentative, to be present, and said board may allow repre- 
present. sentatives of other political parties and other persons to 
be present and witness the recount. After making any 
recount ^^^^ recount, said board shall again enclose all such 
ballots to be ballots in their proper envelopes, seal each envelope with 
sealed up, a seal provided for the purpose, and certify upon each 
®**^* envelope that the same has been opened and again sealed 

in conformity to law, and shall likewise make and sign a 
statement of their determination of the question raised, 
and alter and amend such records as have been found to 
be erroneous, in accordance with such determination ; and 
the records so amended shall stand as the true records of 
the election. 
Errors, in 230. In the case, however, of an election to fill a vacancy 
caseofeiec-in the office of a senator or representative in the general 
Hon to fill QQy^Yi^ any such statement of ten qualified voters of their 
vacancies, belief that errors exist, shall be filed within the two days 
1S94, c. 385, next succeeding the day of election, and the examination 
§ ^- of ballots shall be made within the three days next suc- 

ceeding the day of election. 
Petitioners 23 1. If the recount relates to ballots cast upon the 
to present question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxicating 
name of Uquors, or upon any other question required by law to be 
represen^ submitted to the voters of a city, the petitioners shall, at 
them at re- the time of presenting the petition for a recount, present 
count. in writing the name of a person to represent them at the 

189s, c. 399, recount. 

§4- 
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232. Whenever a recount of ballots cast at an election Candidates 
is had under the provisions of chapter two hundred and *"^ persons 
ninety-nine and chapter four hundred and forty-nine of the [n^^p^^" ' 
acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-five, the board of elec- tioners to be 
tion commissioners shall, before proceeding to recount the notified, 
ballots, give notice in writing to the several candidates in- *^5. c- 299* 
terested in such recount and liable to be affected thereby, ^' 

or to the person representing the petitioners, of the time 
and place of making the same, and each such candidate 
or person representing the petitioners may appear and be 
present during such recount, either in person, or by an 
agent appointed by him in writing. 

233. All recounts made under the provisions of said Recounts to 
chapters two hundred and ninety-nine and four hundred ^ "?°" 

'^ ^ questions 

and forty-nine shall be upon the questions designated in the designated 
petition or petitions for recounts, and no other count shall in petitions, 
be made or allowed to be made, or other information taken ^^'^^' § ^• 
or allowed to be taken from the ballots on such recount. 

234. No election officer, or other officer, whose duty it information 
is to recount ballots cast at an election, shall, except as ghren re- 
required by law, make any statement or' give any infor™a- I^J^j^^^^^ 
tion in regard to a ballot deposited by a challenged voter votes. 

at such election. §^,V^'^' 

235. Said board shall not declare the result of an Time for 
election for state or city officers, or of a vote upon the declaring 
question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxicating "*"\^ °^ . 
liquors therein, until the time for filing a request for a Boston. 
recount of ballots has expired, or, in case such request ibid. § 214. 
has been made, until the ballots have been examined and 

the returns, if found erroneous, amended in accordance 
with the provisions of section eight of chapter four 
hundred and forty-nine of the acts of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five, and section four of chapter two hundred 
and ninety-nine of the acts of eighteen hundred and 
ninety-five (sections two hundred and twenty-nine and two 
hundred and thirty- one of this digest), notwithstanding 
any provision to the contrary in special acts relating to 
said city. If, upon the expiration of the time allowed for 
so filing a request for a recount of ballots, no such request 
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has been filed, or if, after the ballots have been examined 
in accordance with such request and such records and cer- 
tificates as are found erroneous have been amended as 
aforesaid, said board shall forthwith declare the result 
of the election, and shall thereupon issue certificates of 
their election to the persons appearing so to be elected. 
Persons No person so elected to a city office shall act in an official 
Sty offices capacity by virtue of such election before notice as afore- 
not to act g^j^ jjj^g been issued. 

unUl 
notified. 
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TITLE VIII. 

CORRUPT PRACTICES. 

236. No person shall, in order to aid or promote his Candidate, 
own nomination as a candidate for public office, by a cau- P*y°*®°t o^ 

,. , . ,. , money, etc. 

cus, convention, or nommation paper, directly or indirectly, ,893, c. 417, 
by himself or through another person, or by a political § 226. 
committee, give, pay, expend, or contribute, or promise to 
give, pay, expend, or contribute, any money or other valu- 
able thing, except for personal expenses as hereinafter 
provided. 

237. No person shall, in order to aid or promote his Candidate, 
own nomination or election to a public office, directly or p*"***"/*® °^ 
indirectly, by himself or through another person, promise m^en°t"etc. 
to appoint, or promise to secure, or assist to secure, the ibid. §337. 
appointment, nomination, or election of another person to 

a public position or to a position of honor, trust, or emolu- 
ment, except that he may announce or define what is his 
-choice or purpose in relation to an election in which he 
may be called to take part, if he shall be elected to the 
public office for which he is a candidate. 

238. No person shall, in order to aid or promote his Payment, 
own election to a public office, directly or indirectly, by ^*^"' ° 

,.,^, ,, . , money, etc., 

himself or through another person, give, pay, expend, or regulated, 
contribute, or promise to give, pay, expend, or contribute, ibid. § 228. 
any money or other valuable thing, except for personal ex- 
penses and to a political committee as hereinafter provided. 

239. A candidate for nomination or for election to a Personal 
public office, and any other person, may incur and pay, in expenses, 
connection with such nomination or election, his own per- ^ * ^ "^* 
sonal expenses for travelling and for purposes properly 
incidental to travelling ; for writing, printing and prepar- 
ing for transmission any letter, circular, or other publica- 
tion which is not issued at regular intervals, whereby he 

may make known his own position or views upon public 
or other questions ; for stationery and postage, for tele- 
graph, telephone and other, public messenger service, and 
for other petty personal purposes, but all such expenses 
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shall be limited to those which are directly incurred and 

Not to be paid by him ; and no person shall be required to include 

^tVm^nt" such personal expenses in any statement which may be 

required of him under said chapter four hundred and 

seventeen. 

Voluntary 240. A person who is nominated as a candidate for 

committee. P^^^^^c office, by a caucus, convention, or nomination paper, 

,893, c. 417, and a person who shall with his own assent be voted for 

§ 330. for public office, may make a voluntary payment of money, 

or a voluntary and unconditional promise of payment of 

money, to a political committee, as hereinafter defined, for 

the promotion of the principles of the party which the 

committee represents, and for the general purposes of the 

committee. 

Political ^ 241. The term '* political committee," under the pro- 

committee. yjgjQj^g Qf tj^jg \\\\^. shall apply to every committee or 

Ibid. §331. , . . r y y , ,1 . 1 

combination of three or more persons who shall aid 
or promote the success or defeat of a political party or 
principle in a public election, or shall aid or take part in 
the nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate for public 
Treasurer, office. Every such committee shall have a treasurer, who 
accounts, is a legal voter of the Commonwealth, and shall cause to 
be kept by him detailed accounts of all money, and the 
equivalent of money, which shall be received by or prom- 
ised to the committee, or by any person acting under its 
authority or in its behalf, and of all expenditures, disburse- 
ments and promises of payment or disbursement which 
Receipt or shall be made by the committee or by any person acting 
disburse, under its authority and in its behalf; and no person, 
'"^"^ ° acting: under the authority or in behalf of such committee, 

money pro- & -^ » 

hibited until shall receive any money, or equivalent of money, or 

treasurer is expend or disburse the same, until the committee has 

chosen. chosen a treasurer to keep its accounts as herein provided. 

Agent to - 242. A person who, acting under the authority or in 

account to j^g^alf of a political committee, shall receive any money or 

ibid."§ 332. equivalent of money or promise of the same, or shall 

expend any money or its equivalent, or shall incur any 

liability to pay money or its equivalent, shall at any time 

thereafter on demand of the treasurer of such committee. 
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and in any event within fourteen days after such receipt, 
expenditure, promise, or liability, give to such treasurer a 
detailed account of the same, with all vouchers required 
by said chapter four hundred and seventeen; and such Treasurer's 
account shall constitute a part of the accounts and records accounts 

r y , and records. 

of such treasurer. 

243. The treasurer of every political committee which '^'^®*^"''®*' 

1 1, . J i« 1 .to file state- 

shall receive, or expend, or disburse any money, or equiva- ^^^^ ^^^ 

lent of money, or incur any liability to pay money, in con- 1893, c. 417, 
nection with any election, if the aggregate of such receipts § 333- 
or of such expenditures, disbursements and liabilities 
shall exceed twenty dollars, shall, within thirty days after 
such election, filea statement setting forth all the receipts, 
expenditures, disbursements and liabilities of the commit- 
tee, and of every officer and other person acting under its 
authority and in its behalf. Such statement shall include Contents of 
the amount in each case received, the name of the person or statement, 
committee from whom it was received, and, so far as prac- 
ticable, the date of its receipt, and shall also include the 
amount of every expenditure or disbursement, the name 
of the person or committee to whom the expenditure or 
disbursement was made, and, so far as practicable, the 
date of every such expenditure and disbursement jl and, 
except where such expenditure or disbursement was made 
to another political committee, shall clearly state the pur- 
pose for which it was expended or disbursed. The state- To give 
ment shall also give the date and amount of every existing ^^^^ ^^^ 
promise or liability, both to and from such committee, ^"1°"" 

*^ *' existing 

remaining unfulfilled and in force at the time the state- liabilities, 
ment is made, with the name of the person or committee 
to or from whom the unfulfilled promise or liability exists, 
and clearly state the purpose for which the promise or 
liability was made or incurred. 

244. Every person who, acting otherwise than under Other 
the authority and in behalf of a political committee having persons 

a treasurer as hereinbefore provided, receives money or require- ^ 
the equivalent of money, or expends or disburses, orments. 
promises to expend or disburse, money or its equivalent, ibid. § 234. 
to an amount exceeding twenty dollars, for the purpose of 
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aiding or promoting the success or defeat of a political 
party or principle in a public election, or of aiding or tak- 
ing part in the nomination, election, or defeat of a candi- 
date for public office, shall file such statement as is herein 
required to be filed by a treasurer of a political committee, 
in the city in which he is a legal voter, and shall be subject 
to all the requirements of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen, the same as a political committee and the 
Persons not treasurer thereof; but no person other than a legal voter 
voters, re. ^f ^j^g Commonwealth shall receive, expend, or disburse 
pendkares ^"^ money or equivalent of money, or promise to expend 
etc. ' or disburse the same, for either of the purposes above- 

named, except for personal expenses as herein provided, 
or under the authority and in behalf of a political com- 
mittee. 
Payments,! 245. No person shall, directly or indirectly, by himself 
-etc., name ^ or through another person, make a payment or promise of 
of payer, | payment to a political committee or to an officer or other 
1803 C.4171 P^^son acting under its authority or in its behalf, in any 
§ 235. ' other than his own name ; nor shall such committee, 
. officer, or other person knowingly receive a payment or 
promise of payment or enter or cause the same to be 
entered in the accounts or records of such committee, in 
any other name than that of the person by whom such 
payment or promise of payment is made. 
Candidate, 246. No political Committee, and no person acting 
soliciting, under the authority or in behalf of a political committee, 
c, money, gj^^jj demand, solicit, ask, or invite a payment of money or 
Ibid. §236. promise of payment of money to be used in an election, 
from a person who has been nominated by a caucus, con- 
vention, or nomination paper, as a candidate for public 
Candidate, office in sucb election ; and no person so nominated shall 
payment by, ^lake any such payment in an election in which he is a can- 
soiicked. ^idate for public office, to a political committee or to any 
person acting under the authority or in the behalf of a 
political committee if $uch committee or any such person 
has demanded, solicited, asked, or invited from him any 
such payment or promise of payment. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ill 



247. No political committee and no person who is re- Naturaiiza- 
quired to file a statement in accordance with the foregoing ^*°" ^®®*» 

.. /.f..iiiii ^ . payment 

provisions of this title shall make any payment or promise ^^ ^^^^ 
of payment of money to or in behalf of any person, for 1893, c. 417, 
fees for the primary or final declaration or application § 237- 
for naturalization, or for services as counsel or otherwise 
in assisting any one to make such declaration or appli- 
cation. 

248. The statement above required by this act to be Treasurer's 
filed by a treasurer of a political committee shall be filed ^^*^"'^°*' 
with the board of election commissioners, except that, in i^jj § 3^3 
case a political committee has its headquarters in some 

other city or town than that in which the treasurer 
is a legal voter, the treasurer shall file the statement 
required of him with the clerk of the city or town in 
which such headquarters are maintained at the time of 
the election to which the statement relates. A statement Duplicate, 
relating to any other than a city election, or than an elec- 
tion on the part of a city council or of either branch 
thereof, shall be filed in duplicate, and one copy shall be 
forthwith forwarded by said board to the secretary of 
the Commonwealth, by whom it shall be placed on file. 
Every person making a statement required by the pro- statement 
visions of this title shall make oath that the same is in ^" ^^ "^*^® 
all respects correct and true to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 

249. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall inspect Secretary of 
all statements filed with him under the provisions of chap- monweaith 
ter four hundred and seventeen of the acts of eighteen g°3*^g^|^*g^ 
hundred and ninety-three and acts in amendment thereof 1S95.C. 242, 
within sixty days after the same are filed. 

250. Upon discovery that any such statement does Persons to f 
not conform to the provisions of said act, in respect to ^^ notified 
sufficiency of detail or otherwise, or upon the complaint in *° ^^^ ** ,. 

. . % _ . , ^ , \ non-coraph- 

writing of any five registered voters that any such state- ^nce, etc. 
ment does not conform to law or to the truth, or that ibid. §2. 
any person has failed to file a statement required by said 
act, said secretary shall notify such person in writing of 
his non-compliance, specifying the particulars thereof. 
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251. The complaint mentioned in the preceding sec- 
w. tion must be filed with said secretary within sixty days 

iSc 2 ^^^^^ ^^^ election in question ; provided, however, that in 
§ 3- * ' all cases a complaint may be filed at any time within thirty 
Proviso. ^^yg j^f^gj. ^j^g filing of a statement or amended statement. 
The complaint shall state in detail the grounds of objec- 
tion and shall be sworn to by at least one of the sub- 
scribers. 
District 252. If a person, after being notified as provided in 

attorney section two of Said act, as above, fails to file a statement 
tute pro- °^ amended statement within ten days of the time of re- 
ceedingsin ceiving such notice, the secretary shall bring the case to 
certain the notice of the proper district attorney, who is hereby 
ihM^s authorized to institute civil proceedings under section two 
hundred and thirty-nine of said chapter four hundred and 
seventeen, or criminal proceedings in his discretion, which 
proceedings shall be brought in the name of the Com- 
monwealth within two months after the end of said ten 
days' delinquency, 
statements 253. In the case of statements under said chapter four 
relating to hundred and seventeen relating to municipal elections, or 
election^ ^^ ^^ election on the part of a city council, or of either 
etc. ' branch thereof, the provisions of the preceding sections 
Ibid. § 5. shall apply to the board of election commissioners instead 

of the secretary of the Commonwealth. 
Equity ^^^' '^^^ Supreme judicial court and the superior court 

power's of shall have full equity powers to compel any person who 
courts ; pro* fails to file a statement required by said chapter four 
ceedings, hundred and seventeen, or who files a statement which 
1893, c. 417 ^o^s "^o^ conform to the provisions of said chapter in 
§ 239. '. respect to the truth, sufficiency in detail, or otherwise, 
to comply with the provisions of this title by filing such 
a statement as is required, and may compel such com- 
pliance upon the petition of any candidate voted for or 
of any five persons qualified to vote at the election on ac- 
count of which the expenditures, or any part thereof, were 
made or are alleged to have been made. No such petition 
shall be brought later than sixty days after such election, 
against anyone who has filed his account within the thirty 
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days required, except that a petition may be brought I 
within thirty days of any payment which was not included 
in the statement so filed. Proceedings under this section 
shall be advanced upon the dockets of said courts, if re- 
quested by either party, so that they may be tried and de- 
cided with as little delay as possible. No petition brought 
under this title shall be withdrawn or discontinued without 
the consent of the attorney-general. 

255. No person called to testify in any proceedings witness not 
under the preceding section shall be liable to criminal ^**^^«» 
prosecution under said chapter four hundred and seven- ^^^^^'^j^* 
teen or otherwise, for any matters or causes in respect of § 340. 
which he shall be examined, or to which his testimony 

shall relate, except to prosecution for perjury committed 
in such testimony. 

256. If any statements which are filed under the pro- Statements, 
visions of this title shall apparently fail to be in conformity correction 
with the requirements thereof, it shall be the duty of the j^^'.^ - ^ ^ 
said board forthwith to notify the person making the 

same, of such failure, and to request him to amend and 
correct his statement. 

257. All statements which are filed in accordance with Preserva. ! 
the provisions of this title shall be preserved for not less *^°"' °p^" 1 
than fifteen months from the time of the election to which inspection. \ 
they relate, and shall during such period be open to public ibid. § 243. 
inspection, under reasonable regulations. ^ 

258. The board of election commissioners shall give a Board to ' 
receipt for any statement which may be filed with them in &iye re- 
accordance with the provisions of this title, at the request ^,f\^j\ 

of the person fihng the same. 

259. Every payment in respect of any expense incurred Vouchers, 
which is to be accounted for under the provisions of this accounts, 
title shall, unless the total expense payable to the same y^^on'^*^^" 
person is less than five dollars, be vouched for by a re- ibid. § 344. 
ceipted bill stating the particulars of expense, and every 
voucher, receipt, or account hereby required shall be pre- 
served for at least six months from the election to which 

they relate. 
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Blanks to 26o. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, at the 
**? ^"^" expense of the Commonwealth, provide every city with 
i8q? C.417 blank forms suitable for such statements and receipts for 
4345. statements as are required under the provisions of this 

title. Such blank fonns shall be approved by the sec- 
retary, treasurer and auditor of the Commonwealth, or by 
a majority of them. 
Nomina- 261. The provisions of this title shall apply to all pub- 
tions and {[q elections, except elections of town officers in towns, and 
* h^^h t^t^ ^^^^^ ^PP^y ^^ elections by the general court and by city 
shall apply, councils, and by either branch thereof, to the nomination 
Ibid. §346. by caucuses and conventions and nomination papers of 
candidates to be voted for at such elections, except that 
Certain sec sections two hundred and twenty-six, two hundred and 
tions not twcnty-eight and two hundred and thirty-five of said 
to certain^ chapter four hundred and seventeen (two hundred and 
publishers, thirty-six, two hundred and thirty-eight and two hundred 
«tc. and forty-five of this digest) shall not apply to the pro- 

prietors and publishers of publications issued at regular 
intervals, in respect to the ordinary and regular conduct 
of their business as such proprietors and publishers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



115 

TITLE XI. 
PENALTIES IMPOSED UPON OFFICERS. 

262. An assessor or assistant assessor who knowingly Penalty 
enters on any list of assessed polls, or causes or allows to °° assessor 
be entered thereon, the name of any person as a resident °^^^^^^^^*" 
of a building, who is not a resident thereof, or who refuses J893, c. 417, 
or wilfully neglects to inquire at the residences of women § 295. 
voters whose names have been transmitted to them as 
provided by chapter two hundred .and sixty-eight of the 

acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-four, whether they 
are residents thereat, and to make a list of women voters 
SQ found, shall for each offence be punished by fine not 
exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in 
jail not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

263. Any member of the board of election commis- Penalty 
sioners or an assistant registrar who refuses or wilfully o" ^o^r^ of 
neglects to require, in accordance with the provisions of^®^^°" 

^^ * ^ commis. 

section forty-eight of said chapter four hundred and seven- sioners or 
teen as amended by section one of chapter two hundred assistant 
and ninety-one of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety- registrars. 
four (section forty-three of this digest) , an applicant for * * ^ ^* 
registration to read from the cards to be ftirnished under 
said act containing extracts from the constitution of the 
Commonwealth, in such manner as to show that he is 
neither prompted nor reciting from memory, or to require, 
in accordance with the provisions of section forty-four of 
said chapter four hundred and seventeen (section thirty- 
nine of this digest) , an applicant for registration to write 
his name in the general register, unless he is prevented by 
physical disability from so doing, or to announce the name 
of an applicant for registration in a clear, audible and dis- 
tinct tone of voice before entering his name upon the 
general register, or who knowingly prevents or seeks to 
prevent the registration of any legal voter, or who know- 
ingly registers the name of any person not qualified to 
vote, or who is guilty of any fraud or corrupt conduct in 
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the execution of the duties of his office, shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by im- 
prisonment in jail not exceeding six months, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. 
Penalty 264. An officer of a caucus, held in accordance with 

on officer ofgj^y of the provisions of chapters four hundred and eighty- 
1893,0.417, ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ hundred and seven of the acts of eighteen 
§ 397. hundred and ninety-five, who knowingly makes any false 

count of ballots or votes, or makes a false statement or 
declaration of the result of a ballot or vote, or know- 
ingly refuses to receive any ballot cast by a person quali- 
fied to vote at such caucus, or wilfully alters, defaces, or 
destroys any ballots cast, or voting lists used thereat,, 
before the requirements of the provisions of said chap- 
ters have been accomplished as therein required, or 
declines or wilfully fails to perform any duty or obligation 
imposed by the provisions of said chapters, shall be pun- 
ished by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by im- 
prisonment in jail not exceeding three months, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. 
Penalty on 265. A Supervisor of an election, appointed in accord- 
supervisor ^jj^g ^j^j^ ^YiQ provision of section one hundred and twenty 
Ibid. § 208.' ^^ ^^^^ chapter four hundred and seventeen (section one 
hundred and forty-three of this digest), who violates any 
of the provisions of said section, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
Penalty 266. An election officer who, before the public decla- 

on e ection y^^^^j^ Qf ^.j^g yQ^-g ^^ ^^^ election, makes any statement of 

officer. "^ 

Ibid. § 399. the number of ballots cast, of the number of votes given 
for any person, of the name of any person who has voted^ 
of the name of any person which has not been voted on,, 
or of any other fact tending to show the state of the polls^ 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding thirty days^ 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
Penalty on 367. A presiding oflScer at a state or city election^ 
officer "^ who, when the right of a person offering to vote is chal- 
ibid. §300. lenged for any cause recognized by law, wilfully or 
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negligently fails to require the name and residence of 
such person to be written upon the ballot offered by 
him, either by himself or by some one in his behalf, 
and to add thereto the name of the person so chal- 
lenging and the cause assigned therefor, before such 
ballot is received, as required by section one hundred 
and seventy of said chapter four hundred and seventeen 
(section one hundred and ninety-five of this digest), shall 
be punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

268. An election or other officer whose duty it is to Penalty 
recount the ballots cast at an election, who makes any "^^ ®^^*^^^°" 

. -. . . , 1 ,, or other offi. 

Statement or gives any information in regard to a ballot ^.^J. recount- 
cast by a voter challenged at such election, except as ing ballots, 
equired by law, shall be punished by fine not exceeding ^893. c- 4i7» 
two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not ex-^-^^^' 
ceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

269. A presiding or other election officer who wilfully Penalty 
or negligently violates any provision of section one hundred °" P»'esid. 
and seventy-four of said chapter four hundred and seven- e^f^t^on 
teen (section one hundred and ninety-nine of this digest), officer, 
relating to the enclosing in envelopes, sealing, indorsing ibid. § 303. 
and delivering or transmitting of ballots and voting lists 

after the votes have been counted and recorded, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

270. Any member of the board of election commis- Penalty on 
sioners who examines or permits to be examined, except ^o^""^ °^ 
as required by law, ballots cast at an election which are *^^^^^^^." 

commis- 

received and retained by them and subsequently destroyed sioners for 
in accordance with section one hundred and seventy-six allowing 
of said chapter four hundred and seventeen (section two ^*^^°*f' ** ^® 
hundred and two of this digest), shall be punished byJ^^™o"^ ' 
fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

* 271. Any member of the board of election commis- For failure 
sioners who fails to make record of votes cast at an elec- rec™*d^of 
tion and to make and transmit copies of any such record, votes. 

Ibid. § 305. 
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1893, c. 417. 

§306. 

Penalty 

on public 

officer or 

election 

officer. 

Ibid. § 308. 



as required by the provisions of said chapter four hundred 
and seventeen, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
two hundred dollars. 

272. Any member of said board or a precinct clerk who 
wilfully signs a certificate not in conformity with the result 
of an election as appearing by the records and copies of 
records of votes cast or by a recount of votes, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by 
bolh such fine and imprisonment. 

273. Any public officer or election officer whatsoever, 
of the state or of a city or town, upon whom a duty is im- 
posed by the provisions of said chapter four hundred 
and seventeen, who refiises or wilfully neglects or wilfully 
fails to perform such duty, or who wilfully performs 
it contrary to law, or in such way as to hinder the 
objects of said chapter, shall for each offence, if no 
other penalty is therein specifically imposed for such 
offence, be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one 
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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PENALTIES IMPOSED UPON VOTERS. 

274. A voter who places any distinguishine mark upon Penalties 
his ballot shall be punished by.fine not exceeding one distinguish- 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding t,^fi^f ^^ ^^ 
six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. J893. c- 417* 

275. A voter who makes a false statement as to his in- por making 
ability to mark a ballot, or who, except for the purpose of false state, 
obtaining assistance in accordance with the provisions of™ent,etc. 
section one hundred and sixty-four of said chapter four ^^^^' ^ ^^°* 
hundred and seventeen (section one hundred and eighty- 
nine of this digest), allows his ballot to be seen by any per- 
son with an intention of letting it be known how he is about 

to vote, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars. 

276. Whoever at an election, knowing that he is not For illegal 
a qualified voter, wilfully votes thereat; whoever at an^°*^"8:o»" 
election votes more than once on his own name, his name ^^ ^™^ ^"^ 
having been registered more than once; whoever at aunjid. §311. 
election votes in more than one voting precinct or town, 

his name having been registered in more than one voting 
precinct or town ; whoever at an election votes or attempts 
to vote upon any name other than his own, or knowingly 
casts or attempts to cast more than one ballot at one time 
of balloting, shall be punished by fine not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

277. Whoever wilfully gives a false answer to a presid- For giving 

ing officer at an election shall be punished by fine not ex- false an- 

ceedine one hundred dollars. swers. 

^ Ibid. §312. 
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GENERAL PENALTIES. 

For refusal 278. Whoever, being an inmate of a building, liable to 
to grive true ]^q assessed for a poll tax, refuses or neglects to give his 
nTation^etc ^^^^ name when inquired thereof by an assessor, or assist- 
1893, c/417, 2int assessor, and whoever, being an owner or occupant of 
§ 313. a building, refuses or neglects to give the full and true in- 

formation within his knowledge relating to all persons 
residing in such building, when inquired thereof by an 
assessor, or assistant assessor, shall be punislied by fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by inprisonment in 
jail not exceeding three months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
For giving 279. Whoever knowingly gives to an assessor, or assist- 
name of ^j^^- assessor, for the purpose of the assessment of a poll 
dent*^^ ^ ^^^' ^^^ name of any person as a resident of a building 
Ibid. § 314. who is not a resident therein, shall be punished by fine not 
exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail 
not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 
For false 280. Whoever knowingly or wilfully makes a false 
affidavit, affidavit or takes a false oath, or signs a false certificate 
Tfi .'^^^^^^^S^^^^^S ^^^^ qualifications of any person for assessment 
Ibid. § 315. or registration, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not ex- 
ceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 
For regis- 28 1. Whoever causes his name to be registered, know- 
tering when jjjg jj^^^ ^jg jg j^q^ ^ qualified voter in the place where he 
fied^^faUe ^^ ^^ registered, or falsely represents or attempts to rep- 
represen- resent himself as another person before the board of 
tation, election commissioners or any assistant registrar, or gives a 
answer, etc. fj^jgg answer to any member of said board or any assistant 

Ibid. « 116. . . , . / . 

registrar, concerning any matter relating to the registra- 
tion of a voter, or the right of any person to vote, or aids 
or abets any other person in doing any of the acts above 
mentioned, shall be punished by fine not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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282. Whoever refuses to obey the lawful orders orFordisor- 
directions of said board of election commissioners or any ^^''^y *^°"- 
assistant registrar, or interrupts or disturbs the proceed- "^. '^ ^'' ^ 
ings at any registration, shall be punished by fine not ,893, c. 417, 
exceeding one hundred dollars. §3»7- 

283. Whoever prevents or interferes with, or aids or For pre- 
abets any person in preventing or interfering with any ]^n°erfi;fing 
supervisor of registration in the discharge of his duty, shall ^y.^''^ super- 
be punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, registra- 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by ibid*.4 318. 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

284. Whoever wilfully defaces or removes any notice For de- 
relating to the registration of voters, voting list, or notice removing 
or warrant for an election, posted in a city or town, shall f^^^ffgt "' 
be punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, warrant, 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by ibTa. § 319. 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

• 285. Whoever votes at a caucus, held in accordance For illegal 
with any of the provisions of chapters four hundred and voting at 
eighty-nine and five hundred and seven of the acts 
of eighteen hundred and ninety-five, for the nomina- 
tion of a candidate to be supported at a state, city, or town 
election, or for the selection of delegates to a political 
convention, or for the appointment of a political commit- 
tee, not being a legal voter in the ward of a city or the 
town or representative district, as the case may be, in and 
for which such caucus or meeting is held; whoever so 
votes, being such legal voter, but not being included in the 
terms of the call under which such caucus or meeting is 
held ; whoever so votes or attempts so to vote upon any 
name not his own; whoever so votes or attempts so to 
vote more than once at one balloting; whoever at such 
caucus or meeting knowingly casts or attempts to cast 
more than one ballot at one time of balloting, or more 
than the number of separate ballots allowed to each voter, 
if more than one ballot is allowed to be cast, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment in jail not exceeding three months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. 



caucus. 
Ibid. § 320. 
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For falsely 286. Whoever falsely makes or wilfully defaces or de- 
making, stroys any certificate of nomination or nomination paper, 
ing, sup. ^^ ^^y p^^^ thereof, or any letter of withdrawal made 
defacing,' in accordance with the provisions of said chapter four 
etc., certifi. hundred and seventeen, or signs any such certificate 
cate, nomi. qj. papgr contrary to the provisions thereof, or files 
paper or ^^^ Certificate of nomination or nomination paper or letter 
letter of of withdrawal, knowing the same or any part thereof to 
withdrawal, be falsely made, or suppresses any certificate of nomina- 
18931 c- 4^7. tion or nomination paper, or any part thereof, which has 
been duly filed, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding one year, or by both such fine and im- 
prisonment. 
For writ- 287. Whoever intentionally writes, prints, posts, or 
ing, print- distributes, or causes to be written, printed, posted, or 
in^' disVib- distributed, a circular or poster which is designed or tends 
uting, etc., to injure or defeat any candidate for nomination or elec- 
anonymous tiou to any pubHc officc, by reflecting upon his personal 
circulars, character or political • action, unless there appears upon 
Ibid § ^22 ^^^^ circular or poster in a conspicuous place either the 
names of the chairman and secretary, or the names of two 
officers at least of the political or other organization is- 
suing the same, or the name and residence, with the street 
and number thereof, if any, of some voter of the Com- 
monwealth, as responsible therefor, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding six months, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 
For injur- 288. Whoever wilfully or maliciously injures or de- 
ing or de- stroys a ballot box or any of the blank forms or apparatus 
^tT^b not ^^^"^shed to a city or town in accordance with the pro- 
box .blanks, visions of sections one hundred and twenty- three and one 
or appara- hundred and twenty-four of said chapter four hundred and 
*"^. seventeen (sections one hundred and forty-six and one 

323- j^undred and forty-seven of this digest) shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
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289. Whoever refuses or wilfully neglects to comply For refusal 
with any regulation made by said board of election com- to comply 
missioners in regard to the use of seals and ballot boxes, J^tions for 
in accordance with the provisions of section one hundred use of seals 
and twenty-six of said chapter four hundred and seventeen and ballot 
(section one hundred and fifty-two of this digest) , shall ^0^*^^* 

be punished by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, ! * ' ^ 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding six months, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

290. Whoever prevents a supervisor of elections, ap- For pre- 
pointed in accordance with the provisions of section one venting, 
hundred and twenty of said chapter four hundred and *°, ^'""^' 

1 1 1 r r 1 • molesting, 

seventeen (section one hundred and forty-three of this etc., super, 
digest), from doing any of the acts by said section au- visor of 
thorized to be done, or hinders or molests any such elections, 
supervisor in doing any such acts, and whoever aids or * ^^^* 
abets in preventing, hindering, or molesting any such 
supervisor in doing any of such acts, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

291 . Whoever, before an election, wilfully defaces or de- For defnc- 
stroys any list of candidates posted in accordance with the »"&• de- 
provisions of said chapter four hundred and seventeen, stroymg, 
or, during an election, wilfully defaces, tears down, re-^^^^*^g ^,,J_ 
moves, or destroys any card of instruction or specimen lots, sup- 
ballot printed or posted for the instruction of voters, P^^es, etc. 
or during an election wilfully removes or destroys any ^^^^'^^^^^ 
of the supplies or conveniences furnished to enable a 

voter to prepare his ballot, shall be punished by fine not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. 

292. Whoever forges or falsely makes the official in- For forg- 
dorsement on any ballot, or wilfully destroys or defaces dofslmen't" 
a ballot, or wilfully delays the delivery of any ballots, shall ff^ ^''baJurt'' 
be punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or delaying 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by baiiotsf ° 
both such fine and imprisonment. ^^*^' § 32S. 

293. Whoever wilfully, and without lawful authority, For hinder- 
hinders or delays a voter, when on his way to a polling ing or 
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delaying place where an election is to be held, or while he is voting 
voter. Qj. attempting to vote, or aids or assists in any such ob- 

§^20 *^^'^* struction or delay, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not ex- 
ceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
-For inter- 294. Whoever interferes or attempts to interfere with 
fering with ^ yotcr when he is markiner his ballot oris within the space 

voter, or , 1 , , 1 ., 1 .1 

inducing enclosed by the guard rail, or endeavors to induce a voter, 

voter to before he has voted, to show how he marks or has marked 

show ballot, his ballot, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one 

Ibid. §330. hundred dollars. 

For hinder- 395. Whoever wilfully hinders the progress of voting 

i^?/^* "^* at an election, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one 
Ibid. §331. ,,,,„ ^ ^ ^ 

hundred dollars. 

For aiding 296. Whoever aids or abets a person not legally quali- 

hi ilie a°^ ^^^ *° ^°^^ ^^ ^^ election, in voting or attempting to vote, 

voting. or aids or abets a person in voting or attempting to vote 

Ibid. §332. under a name other than his own, or in depositing or 

attempting to deposit more than one ballot at one time of 

balloting, shall be punished by fine not exceeding three 

hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 

one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

For mark- 207. Whoever places any mark against a name on a 

ing ballot , ,/' , , . ,^ , ,. . . , . 

contrary to ballot not cast by himself, or places a distmguishing mark 
law. on any ballot not cast by himself, except as authorized by 

Ibid. §333. law, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 
three years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
For alter- 298. Whoever, with intent to cheat or defraud, alters 
ing, de- a ballot cast at an election ; whoever, with such intent, 
positing, deposits a ballot in the ballot box used at an election, or 

or removing , ^ .iiitri - r 

ballot with ^^ ^^ envelope provided by law for the preservation of 
intent to ballots cast at an election ; and whoever, with such intent, 
cheat or de- removes a ballot from any such ballot box or envelope, 
iTd 6 ^^^'sSS. be punished by fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding three 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
For re- 299. Whoever takes or removes a ballot outside of the 

biiilot space enclosed by the guard rail before the close of the 
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polls, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one thou- outside of 
sand dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one space, 
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. §335.*^ ^^^* 

300. An owner, superintendent, or overseer in any For em. 
manufacturing, mechanical, or mercantile establishment, P'^yi"?* 
who employs or permits to be employed any person therein ®*^** *^®'"^^^" 
on the day of a state election, in violation of the provisions ^^y of state 
of section seven of said chapter (same number of this election, 
digest), shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one ^^*^' § 336. 
hundred dollars. 

301. Whoever by threatening to discharge a person For at- 
from his employment, or threatening to reduce the wages tempting^ 
of a person, or by promising to give employment at higher J^*"^ «ence 
wages to a person, attempts to influence a qualified voter threats, etc. 
to give or to withhold his vote at an election, or whoever 1894, c. 209. 
because of the giving or withholding of a vote at an elec- 
tion discharges from his employment or reduces the wages For dis- 

of a person, and assigns as the reason of said discharge or charging, 
reduction of wages said giving or withholding a vote, shall pjo' e on 
be punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, account of 
or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by his vote, 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

302. Whoever pays, gives, or bestows, or directly or For bribery 
indirectly promises any gift or reward to secure the vote of ** ^^^^' 
any person at an election, or to induce any voter to with- 1807,0.417, 
hold his vote, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one § 338. 
thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 

one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

303. Whoever at an election behaves in a disorderly For dis- 
manner, and, after notice from the presiding officer, per- ©'"deriy con- 
sists in such conduct and refuses to withdraw from the ^j"^^.^^^^ 
polling place, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one ibid. § 339. 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 

thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

304. Whoever wilfully disobeys any lawful command of For dis- 
an election officer, shall be punished by fine not exceeding ^^^^^^"^^ 

111111 1 • • • • .1 orders of 

one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not ex- ejection 
ceeding thirty days, or by both such fine and imprison- officers, 
ment. * ibid. § 340. 
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For not 305. Whoever, when ordered by the presiding officer of 

removing j^^ election or meeting, to remove any pipe, cigar, cigarette, 

Hquor^etT' ^^ liquor, or to withdraw from the polling place, in accord- 

1893,0.417, ance with the requirements of section one hundred and 

§341- fifty-eight of said chapter four hundred and seventeen 

(section one hundred and eighty-three of this digest), 

refuses or fails to obey such order, shall be punished by 

fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

For giving 306. Whoever, when a recount of votes at an election 

inforipation jg j^^^^ makes any statement or gives any information in 

rcsfsirQiD&r <j ^ 

challenged regard to a ballot cast by a challenged voter at such elec- 
voies. tion, shall be punished by fine not exceeding two hundred 

Ibid. § 342. dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, 

or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
For refusal ^07. Whoever refuses or wilfully neglects to comply 
c^ neg ect ^j^j^ ^^^^ regulation made, in accordance with the provi- 
with regu- sions of scction two hundred and five of said chapter four 
lations for hundred and seventeen (section twenty of this digest) 
receiving, j^y g^j^j board of election commissioners in regard to the 
and^ram-n "^^^"^'' ^^ receiving, counting, and returning votes cast at 
ing votes, an election, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one 
Ibid. § 343. hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 

six months. 
For viola- 308. Whoever violates any of the provisions of sections 
^°" °: two hundred and twenty-six, two hundred and twenty- 

[^rovisions , 1 , / . , 1 , , , 

relating to scvcn, two hundred and twenty-eight, two hundred and 

corrupt thirty-one, two hundred and thirty-two, two hundred and 

practice in thirty-six, two hundred and thirty-seven, two hundred 

ib*id*s"^ and thirty-eight, two hundred and forty-two and two 

hundred and forty- four of said chapter four hundred and 

seventeen (being respectively sections two hundred and 

thirty-six, two hundred and thirty-seven, two hundred 

and thirty-eight, two hundred and forty-one, two hundred 

and forty-two, two hundred and forty-six, two hundred and 

forty-seven, two hundred and forty-eight, two hundred 

and fifty-seven and two hundred and fifty-nine of this 

digest), relating to corrupt practices in elections, shall be 

punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ; and 

whoever violates any of the provisions of sections two 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



127 



hundred and thirty-three, two hundred and thirty-four 
and two hundred and thirty-five of said chapter four hun- 
dred and seventeen (being respectively sections two 
hundred and fort;y^- three, two hundred and forty-four and 
two Hun dred and J orty-five of this digest), shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 
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INQUESTS IN ELECTION CASES. 

Inquests in 309. Upon a complaint subscribed and sworn to by 
cases of ai- any pcrson before a municipal, police, or district court, or 
leged viola- ^ ^^.j^j justice, alleging: that reasonable erounds exist for 

tionsofcer- ,. . , , , . , . 

tain laws believing that any law relating to the registration, qualifi- 

reiating to cation, or asscssment of voters, or to voting lists or ballots, 

elections, q^ ^q caucuscs. Conventions and elections, or any matters 

109s. c. 355. Qj. things pertaining thereto, has been violated, such court 

or justice may at once hold an inquest to inquire into such 

alleged violation of the law. 

Inquests 310. If the court or trial justice deems proper such in- 

maybe quest may be private, in which case any or all persons 

Ibid § 2 other than those whom the court or justice shall deem 

necessary to be present may be excluded from the place 

where such inquest is held ; and said court or trial justice 

may also direct the witnesses to be kept separate, so that 

they cannot converse with each other, until they have 

been examined. The district attorney, or some person 

designated by him, or the attorney-general, in such cases 

as he thinks advisable, shall attend the inquest and 

examine all witnesses. 

Witnesses, 311. Such court or justice, or district attorney may 

attendance, issue subpoenas for witnesses, returnable before said court 

iMd t*^ ^^ ^^^^^ justice. The persons served with such process 

shall be allowed, the same fees, their attendance maybe 

enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to 

the same penalties, as if served»with a subpoena in behalf 

of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending 

before such court or trial justice. 

Justice may 3 12. The presiding justice of such court or trial justice 

employ shall, if he deems it necessary, employ a stenographer, 

stenog. ^^^ j^^^g ^jj ^j, ^ ^j.^ ^£ ^j^^ proceedings reduced to 

rapher, to . . ^ r ^ - ^ ' 1 1 11 J 

make re- writmg ; and after hearing the testimony he shall draw up 

port, etc. and sign a report in which he shall state all the material 

Ibid. §4. circumstances relating to the violation of the law, if he 

shall find that the law has been violated, and shall further 

state the name or names of any persons who may have 

been guilty of any such violation ; and he shall file said 
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report with the records of the superior court in the county 
where the inquest is held. 

313. If the justice finds that any law has been violated witnesses 
he may bind over, as in criminal prosecutions, such bound over 
witnesses as he deems necessary, or as the district attorney ^^^^pp^^^* 
may designate, to appear and testify at the court in which '89s. c. 35s. 
the indictment for such offence may be found or presented. 

314. If a person charged by the report with the com- Certain 
mission of an offence is not in custody the justice shall P^^'s^^s 
forthwith issue process for his apprehension, and such prehended. 
process shall be made returnable before any court or ibid. § 6. 
magistrate having jurisdiction in the premises, who shall 
proceed therein in the manner required by law ; but noth- 
ing herein shall prevent any justice from issuing such pro- 
cess before the filing of said report, if it is otherwise 

lawful to issue the same. 

315. No person who is called as a witness before said Certain 
court or justice at said inquest, or in any court, shall be testimony, 
excused from answering any question, or from producing ^e^^j.^^ .^^ 
any paper relating to any alleged violation of the law evidence 
which is the subject of inquiry before said court or justice against wit. 
in said inquest, or before any court upon a criminal pros- "^f^^^, etc. 
ecution for said alleged violation of law, on the ground 

that the answer to such question or the production of such 
paper may criminate or tend to criminate himself, or dis- 
grace him, or otherwise render him infamous ; but the 
testimony of any witness examined at said inquest, or 
before any court, upon the subject aforesaid, or any state- 
ment made or any paper produced by him on such exami- 
nation, shall not be used as evidence against such witness 
in any civil or criminal proceeding in any court of justice ; 
and he shall not be prosecuted or held to answer in any 
civil or criminal proceeding because of any such testi- 
mony, statement, or production of any paper as aforesaid ; 
nor for any matters or causes in respect of which he was 
examined at said inquest or in said court, or to which his 
testimony or any papers produced relate. 
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LAWS RELATING TO NATURALIZATION. 
Who are 316. All Dcrsons bom in the United States and not 

citizens. - . 11.,,. 

U.S. Rev. subject to any foreign power, excluding Indians not taxed, 
stat.§ 1992. ^j.g declared to be citizens of theSJnited States. 
Children of 317. All children heretofore born, or hereafter born, 
citizens ^^^ ^£ ^^^ limits and jurisdiction of the United States, 

abroad. 1 /- 1 11. 

Ibid. § 1993. whose fathers were or may be at the time of their birth 

citizens thereof, are declared to be citizens of the United 

States ; but the rights of citizenship shall not descend to 

children whose fathers never resided in the United States. 

Citizenship 3 1 8. Any woman who is now or may hereafter be mar- 

womenV^ ried to a citizen of the United States, and who might her- 

ibid. § >994-self be lawfully naturalized, shall be deemed a citizen. 

Aliens may 3 1 9. An alien may be admitted to become a citizen of 

become ^.j^g United States in the following manner, and not other- 

ci ijsen. , ^. ^ /r/^-j/. He shall declare on oath, before a circuit or 

declaration * 

of intention; district court of the United States, or a district or supreme 
state courts court of the territories, or a court of record of any of the 
authorized g^^tes having common-law jurisdiction, and a seal and 
ize. clerk, two years, at least, prior to his admission, that it is 

Ibid. § 2\6x,. bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United 
States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity 
to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, and 
particularly, by name, to the prince, potentate, state or 
sovereignty of which the alien may be at the time a citizen 
or subject. 
Oath to Second. He shall, at the time of his application to be 

support the admitted, declare, on oath, before some one of the courts 
tionTf "lie ^^^^^ specified, that he will support the Constitution of the 
us. United States, and that he absolutely and entirely re- 

nounces and abjures all allegiance and fidelity to every 
foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, and par- 
ticularly, by name, to the prince, potentate, state or sov- 
ereignty of which he was before a citizen or subject; which 
proceedings shall be recorded by the clerk of the court. 
Residence Third. It shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of 
and good' * the court admitting such alien that he has resided within 
chiracter. ^^ United States five years at least, and within the state 
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or territory where such court is at the time held, one year 
at least ; and that during that time he has behaved as a 
man of a good moral character, attached to the principles 
of the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed 
to the good order and happiness of the same ; but the 
oath of the applicant shall in no case be allowed to prove 
his residence. 

Fourth, In case the alien applying to be admitted to Titles of no- 
citizenship has borne any hereditary title, or been of any biHty to be 
of the orders of nobility in the kingdom or state from which ^^"ounced. 
he came, he shall, in addition to the above requisites, 
make an express renunciation of his title or order of no- 
bility in the court to which his application is made, and his 
renunciation shall be recorded in the court. 

320. Any alien, of the age of twenty-one years and up- Aliens dis- 
ward, who has enlisted, or may enlist, in the armies of the charged 
United States, either the regular or the volunteer forces, /°™ "^* \' 

tarv service 

and has been, or may be hereafter, honorably discharged, may become 
shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, citizens 
upon his petition, without any previous declaration of his^^'^^°"^, 
intention to become such ; and he shall not be required to ofintgnt- 
prove more than one year's residence within the United u. s. Rev. 
States previous to his application to become such citizen ; Stat. § 2166. 
and the court admitting such alien shall, in addition to 
such proof of residence and good moral character, as now 
provided by law, be satisfied by competent proof of such 
person's having been honorably discharged from the ser- 
vice of the United States. 

Any alien, of the age of twenty-one years and upward, Aliens dis- 
who has enlisted, or may enlist, in the United States Navy charged 
or Marine Corps, and has served, or may hereafter serve, ^^ 
five consecutive years in the United St&tes Navy, or one ^ay become 
enlistment in the United States Marine Corps, and has citizens 
been, or may hereafter be, honorably discharged, shall be ^^'^^^^^^ ^^^* 
admitted to become a citizen of the United States upon inten\"^,° 
his petition, without any previous declaration of his inten- u. s. Stat, 
tion to become such ; and the court admitting such alien at Large, 
shall, in addition to proof of good moral character, be ^^'♦' *^* '^5- 
satisfied by competent proof of such person's service in. 
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and honorable discharge from, the United States Navy or 
Marine Corps. 
Minor resi- ^21. Any alien, being under the age of twenty-one 
u"s Rev y^^^s, who has resided in the United States three years 
Stat. §2167. next preceding his arrival at that age, and who has con- 
tinued to reside therein to the time he may make applica- 
tion to be admitted a citizen thereof, may, after he arrives 
at the age of twenty-one years, and after he has resided 
five years within the United States, including the three 
years of his minority, be admitted a citizen of the United 
States, without having made the declaration required in 
the first condition of section two thousand one hundred 
and sixty-five (three hundred and twenty of this digest) ; 
but such alien shall make the declaration requhed 
therein at the time of his admission ; and shall further de- 
clare, on oath, and prove to the satisfaction of the court, 
that, for two years next preceding, it has been his bona 
fide intention to become a citizen of the United States ; 
and he shall in all other respects comply with the laws in 
regard to naturalization. 
Widow and 322. When any alien, who has complied with the first 
children of condition Specified in section two thousand one hundred 
nint ^^^ sixty-five (three hundred and twenty of this digest). 

Ibid. § 216S. dies before he is actually naturalized, the widow and 
the children of such alien shall be considered as citi- 
zens of the United States, and shall be entitled to all rights 
and privileges as such, upon taking the oaths prescribed 
by law. 
African 323. The provisions of these statutes shall apply to 

aliens. aliens being free white persons, and to aliens of African 
Ihid. §2169. . . ^. f Ar . J 

nativity, and to persons of African descent. 

Residence 324. No alien ^hall be admitted to become a citizen 

of five years ^j^Q has not for the continued term of five years next 

iind. §2170. preceding his admission resided within the United States. 

Alien 325. No alien who is a native citizen or subject or a 

enemies not denize n of any country, state, or sovereignty with which 

admiited. ^j^^ United States are at war, at the time of his application. 

Ibid. § 2171. ^^ 

shall be then admitted to become a citizen of the United 
States. 
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326. The children of persons who have been duly Children of 
naturalized under any law of the United States, or who, naturalized 
previous to the passing of any law on that subject by the ^.^jj^ens. 
government of the United States, may have become citi- u. s. Rev. 
zens of any one of the states, under the laws thereof, being Stat. § 2172. 
under the age of twenty-one years at the time of the nat- 
uralization of their parents, shall, if dwelling in the United 

States, be considered as citizens thereof; and the children 
of persons who now are or have been citizens of the 
United States shall, though born out of the limits and 
jurisdiction of the United States, be considered as citizens 
thereof. . . . 

327. Every seaman, being a foreigner, who declares Naturaiiza- 
his intention of becoming a citizen of the United States in tion of sea- 
any competent court, and shall have served three years on "J^"' 
board of a merchant-vessel of the United States subse- 
quent to the date of such declaration, may, on his applica- 
tion to any competent court, and the production of his 
certificate of discharge and good conduct during that time, 
together with the certificate of his declaration of intention 

to become a citizen, be admitted a citizen of the United 
States ; and every seaman, being a foreigner, shall, after 
his declaration of intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, and after he shall have served such three 
years, be deemed a citizen of the United States for the 
purpose of manning and serving on board any merchant- 
vessel of the United States, anything to the contrary in 
any act of congress notwithstanding, but such seaman 
shall, for all purposes of protection as an American citizen, 
be deemed such, after the filing of his declaration of in- 
tention to become such citizen. 

In addition to the powers exercised by the United 
States district and circuit courts are the following: 

-^28. No police, district, or municipal court shall exer-r ^aturaiiza- 

. . . ,. f . 1 1. . r 1. . . . tion in 

cise jurisdiction in the naturalization of aliens unless it has inferior 
a clerk, duly appointed by the governor. ^sgll^ ^48. 

329. Primary declarations of intention of aliens to be- Primary 
come citizens of the United States may be filed in theJioSs?* 
supreme judicial court and the superior court, and in dis- ^^^' ^- '^• 
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trict, police and municipal courts having jurisdiction of 
naturalization, at any time, and the requisite oath admin- 
istered by the clerk at the time of such filing. A record 
of the same shall be entered in the docket of the court. 
Naturaiiza- 330. The Supreme judicial court, the superior court, 
tion ot district, police and municipal courts having common-law 
courts hav. jurisdiction, a seal and a clerk, may respectively have 
ing com- jurisdiction of primary declarations of intention of aliens to 
mon-iaw bccomc citizens of the United States, and final applica- 
jqnsdic. tious for naturalization of aliens : provided, however, that 
and a clerk! "<^ declaration or application shall be received by the 
Proviso. supreme judicial or superior court unless the applicant 
1891, c. 419. resides in the county within which the court is held, nor 
by any district, police, or municipal court, unless the ap- 
plicant resides in the district for which the court is estab- 
lished ; but if the applicant does not reside in the district 
of any district, police, or municipal court having a seal 
and a clerk, he may make application to that one of such 
courts which is held nearest to the town in which he 
resides. 
Final action 331. Final applications for naturalization in any court 
to be had on of the Commonwealth may be filed in the said courts in 
stat^eddays ^^^.^^ ^^^^ ^^ vacation ; but final action thereon shall be had 
regular ^'^^y ^^ Stated days or during the regular terms of the 
terms. court. Every application shall be entered upon the docket 

isss.c. 34S, of the court and shall be filed at least fourteen days be- 
V* .. . fore final action thereon. Such application shall contain 

Application . r 1 1. 11 

to contain ^^^ name, age and occupation of the applicant, and the 

name, age, name of the street and number of the house in which he 

residence, resides, and the names of the persons whom he intends to 

^'^■', " , summon as witnesses at his final hearing, together with 

applicant. r T • 

the number and street of the residences of such witnesses : 

Proviso. provided, that in applications where the number and 

street, as required aforesaid, cannot be given, the place of 

residence shall be described with sufficient accuracy for 

identification. • 

Applicant 332. Every applicant for naturalization shall give notice 

to notify q£ j^jg application to the clerk of the city or town in which 

^Jg^j^^j°^" he resides at least fourteen days before final hearing on 
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his petition, which notice shall also contain his full name, 
age, occupation and residence. It shall be the duty of 
every such clerk to make a complete record of all such 
notices in a form convenient for public inspection, and to 
give to each applicant who has given such notice a certifi- 
cate that the provisions of this section have been complied 
with, and said certificates shall be filed by the applicant in 
the court in which his petition is pending before final action 
is had thereon. 

333. The clerk of each city and town shall, within 
seven days from the receipt of the notice prescribed in the 
preceding section, post in at least two public places in such 
city or town the date of receipt of notice, the name of the 
applicant, his age, occupation, residence and court in 
which his petition is pending, on lists with blank forms 
containing the following headings : 



least four, 
teen days 
before final 
hearing. 
iSSs, c. 345, 
§3. 



Clerk to 
post name, 
etc., of 
applicant in 
two public 
places. 
Ibid. § 4. 



Date of Receipt 
of Notice. 



Age. 



Occupa- 
tion. 



Residence. 



Court in 

which 

Petition is 

Pending. 



334. A record of every application for naturalization 
and the action thereon, the names of the witnesses and 
their residences, shidl be kept by the clerk of each court 
and a return made annually, on or before the first day of 
February of each year, to the secretary of the Common- 
wealth, of the name, age, occupation and residence of 
every person naturalized prior to the first day of the pre- 
ceding January, the date of the naturalization, also the 
names of the witnesses and their residences ; and the 
returns so made shall be kept by the secretary in form con- 
venient for reference. 



Clerk to 
keep record, 
and make 
annual re- 
turn to the 
secretary of 
the Com- 
monwealth. 
Ibid. § 5. 
1S87, c. 36. 
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Fees of 
clerks of 
courts. 
1885, c. 345, 
§6. 



Fees to be 
paid over 
for benefit 
of county 
law 
libraries. 



335. The fees of clerks of all courts under the provisions 
of chapter three hundred and forty- five of the acts of 
eighteen hundred and eighty-five shall be as follows : For 
receiving the primary declaration or appHcation for the 
naturalization of aliens, one dollar. For the final declara- 
tion or application for the naturalization of aliens, two 
dollars. For making out the papers for either of said 
declarations, one dollar. All fees received by clerks of all 
courts of the Commonwealth in naturalization cases shall 
be accounted for and paid over by said clerks semi-annually 
to the treasurers of their respective counties, and such 
county treasurers shall pay the same to the treasurers of 
county law libraries ; the same to be in addition to the 
sums which such associations are now entitled to receive by 
law. No primary or final certificate shall issue until the 
fees provided for in this act are first paid. The fee of 
clerks of cities and towns for the record, posting notice, 
and certificate under the provisions of this act shall be 
fifty cents. 

336. A clerk or other person who records or files such 
notice, application, or declaration, or issues a certificate in 
violation of the provisions of this act, shall be punished 
by a fine of twenty-five dollars. 

337. Sections eight, ten and eleven of chapter one hun- 
dred and sixty of the Public Statutes are hereby repealed : 
provided^ that such repeal shall not affect or apply to pro- 
ceedings begun or applications pending in any court under 
the provisions of said sections. 

338. The justices of a police, district, or municipal 
court, when sitting for naturalization, may designate a cer- 
tain number, not exceeding two, of the constables of the 
city or town, or deputies of the sheriff of the county within 
which the session is held, to attend the court, whose fees 
shall be the same as by law are provided for attending the 
superior court, and shall be approved and paid by the 
county like costs in criminal cases. 
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APPENDIX. 



Election. Districts Partly or Wholly in the 
City of Boston. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. 

[1S91. Chap. 396.J 

Dist. No. VII. Wards 4 and 5, and Chelsea, Everett, Lynn, Maiden, 
Melrose, Nahant, Revere, Saug^us, Stonehain and Wakefield. 

Dist. No. VIII. Wards 9, 10, and 11, and Arlington, Cambridge, Med- 
ford, Somerville and Winchester. 

Dist. No. IX. Wards i, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 12, 16, 17, 18, precincts a, 3, 4, and 
6 of Ward 19 and Winthrop. ^ 

Dist. No. X. Wards 13, 14, 15, 20, 32, 34, precincts i, 5, 7, 8, and 9 of 
Ward 19, Milton and Quincy. 

Dist. No. XI. Wards 21, 23, and 25, and Bellingham, Belmont, Brook- 
line, Dedham, Dover, Foxborough, Franklin, Hollislon, Hopedale, 
Hyde Park, Medfield, Medway, Milford, Millis, Needham, Newton, 
Norfolk, North Altleborough, Norwood, Sharon, Sherborn, Walpole, 
Watertown and Wrentham. 

COUNCILLOR DISTRICTS. 

[18S6. Chap. 348.] 

Di t. No. II. Attleborough, Bellingham, Braintree, Brookline, Canton, 
Dedham, Dover, Easton, Foxborough, Franklin, Holbrook, Hyde 
Park, Mansfield, Medfield, Medway, MilHs, Milton, Needham, Nor- 
folk, Norton, Norwood, Quincy, Randolph, Raynham, Seekonk, 
Sharon, Stoughton, Taunton, Walpole, Wellesley, Weymouth, and 
Wrentham, and Wards 19, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 of Boston. 

Dist. No. III. Arlington, Belmont, Wards 1,2, 4, and 5 of Cambridge, 
Chelsea, Concord, Lexington, Lincoln, Medford, Newton, Revere 
Somerville, Waltham, Watertown, Winchester and Winthrop, and 
Wards 1, 3, 4, and 5 of Boston. 

Dist. No IV. Ward 3 of Cambridge and Wards 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 20 of Boston. 
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SENATORIAL DISTRICTS. 

[i8S6. Chap. 338.] 

I St Dist Ward No. 1 of Boston; Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop. 

ad Dist « Wards Nos. 3, 4 and 5. 

3d Dist Ward 3 of Cambridge and Wards Nos. 6, 7 and 8. 

4th Dist Wards Nos. 2,12 and 16. 

Sth Dist Wards Nos. 9, 10 and 1 1 . 

6th Dist ..., Wards Nos. 13, 14 and 15. 

7th Dist Wards Nos. 17, 18 and 20. 

Sth Dist Wards Nos. 19, 22 and 25. 

9th Dist Wards Nos. 21, 23 and 24. 

REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS. 
[18S6. Chap. 256. Mayor and Aldermen, Aug. 2, 18S6.] 



I St Dist. 


comprising Ward No. i is entitled to Two Members 


ad Dist. 


« 


Ward No. 2 


<c 


Two 


*% 


3d Dist. 


(1 


Ward No. 3 


«« 


Two 


If 


4th Dist. 


" 


Ward No. 4 


ff 


Two 


fl 


Sth Dist. 


II . 


Ward No. 5 


" 


Two 


If 


6th Dist. 


(« 


Ward No. 6 


ff 


Two 


ff 


7th Dist. 


If 


Ward No. 7 


f( 


Two 


" 


Sth Dist. 


« 


Ward No. 8 


ff 


Two 


f« 


9th Dist. 


ft 


Ward No. 9 


If 


Two 


ff 


loth Dist. 


f« 


Ward No. 10 


II 


Two 


fl 


nth Dist. 


" 


Ward No. 11 


•« 


Two 


t< 


1 2th Dist. 


(1 


Ward No. 12 


" 


Two 


If 


13th Dist. 


ft 


Ward No. 13 


" 


Two 


If 


14th Dist. 


If 


Ward No. 14 


fi 


Two 


ff 


15th Dist. 


«* 


Ward No. 15 


ff 


Two 


. fl 


i6th Dist. 


«( 


Ward No. 16 


«« 


Tivo 


ff 


17th Dist. 


f( 


Ward No. 17 


ff 


Two 


If 


iSth Dist. 


(f 


Ward No. 18 


C( 


Two 


ff 


19th Dist. 


<( 


Ward No. 19 


%i 
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If 


2uth Dist. 


«( 


Ward No. 20 


If 
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II 


2 1 St Dist. 


f< 


Ward No. 21 


•• 
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If 


22d Dist. 


ff 


Ward No. 23 


«« 


One Member. 


23d Dist. 


•* 


Ward No. 23 


" 


Two Members 


a4th Dist. 


«« 


Ward No. 24 
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»• 


a5th Dist. 


fi 


Ward No. 25 
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One Member. 










48 Members. 
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a 
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sea; Revere and 












Winthrop 


fl 


a 


ff 
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ELECTION DAYS. 

(See Election Act of 1893.) 

For Fifteen Presidential Electors, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every 
fourth year (leap year) . 

Representatives in Congress, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, biennially' 
(on every even year) . 

State Officers, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, annually. 

District Attorneys, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 1895, 
and every third year thereafter. 

Clerks of Courts, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 1896, 
and every fifth year thereafter. 

Registers of Probate and Insolvency, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 1893, 
and ^v^xy fifth year thereafter. 

Sheriffs, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 1895, 
and every third year thereafter. 

Registers of Deeds, 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 1894, 
and every third year thereafter. 

Mayor, 
Tuesday after the second Monday in December, 
biennially. 

City Officers, 
Aldermen, school committee, common councilmen and 
street commissioner, on Tuesday after the second Monday 
in December, annually. 
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wealth, etc 67 

persons of whom ballot-boxes are purchased to give 

bond 67 

to be sent to polls by Board df Election Commissioners . 68 
to be used where the ballots are printed and distributed 

at the public expense 88 

if impossible to use, proceedings to be as presiding officer 

shall direct 88 

penalty for injuring or destroying 122 

Applicants for registration. (See Registration of Voters.) 
Applications, certificates, or affidavits taken by assessors to 

be preserved for two years 14 

of aliens, for naturalization 129-135 

Arrangement of names upon official ballot 4°. 70, 71 

Arrest of persons for disorderly conduct, etc., at polls ... 83 

Assessed polls, list of, assessors to make, post, etc I4i IS 

correction of errors in 14 

street lists of, assessors to make and distribute 15 

number of, to be certified to secretary of Commonwealth . 31 * 

secretary to report same to legislature 102 

penalty on assessors for making false entry of 115 

Assessment, of voters, evidence in prosecution for violation 

of laws relating to 8 

of taxes upon polls and estates 14-16, $8 

errors in to be corrected 14 

of persons omitted from lists of assessed polls 15 

to be subject to P.S., c. 11, section 73 16 

of male persons moving into city subsequently to May i . 24 
inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of 

laws relating to 128 

Assessors of taxes, notices of, relating to elections, place of 

posting 7 

to make lists of persons assessed, etc 14, 15, 24 

to correct errors in names and residences, etc 14 

to preserve applications, certificates and affidavits for 

two years 14 

to transmit to Board of Election Commissioners lists of 

persons assessed 14 

to notify collectors of changes in lists, etc 14 

to furnish information necessary to aid Board of Election 

Commissioners 14 
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Page 
Assessors to inquire as io residence of women voters of pre- 
vious year 14 

to make list of such voters so found 14 

to transmit same to Board of Election Commissioners . 14 

to make street lists of assessed polls 15 

to print same in pamphlet form 15 

to deliver copies to Board of Election Commissioners . 15 
to hold remaining copies for public distribution .... 15 

to assess voter not previously assessed iSf 24 

to give certificate to person assessed, etc iSi 24 

certificate of, to be taken as prima facie evidence by 

Board of Election Commissioners 15, 18 

to assess persons not assessed May i 15. 24 

to keep records of applicants and witnesses 24 

to post, in places of assessment, laws prescribing pen- 

• alties for illegal registration 24 

to hold sessions for assessment of persons not assessed 

May I 25 

to require proof of residence in such cases iSi 24 

to be notified of changes in names and residences of 

voters; etc 27 

to be furnished with map or description of voting pre- 
cincts 59 

penalty for making false list of assessed polls, etc. . . . 115 
for refusal or neglect to inquire at residences of women 

voters and make and transmit lists 115 

for wilful neglect or refusal 115 

for giving false information to, etc 120 

for refusing to give information to 120 

Assistant registrars of voters, appointment of 17 

powers, duties and compensation of 17, 18 

qualifications, removal, vacancy, etc 17 

penalties for refusing, etc., to require applicant for reg- 
istration to read from Constitution and write name . 115 
for refusing, etc., to announce name of applicant in 

clear, etc., tone of voice 115 

for preventing, etc., voter from registering 115 

for knowingly registering name of any person not qual- 
ified to vote . 115 

for fraud or corrupt conduct, generally 115,118 

Assistants may be appointed to have charge of divisions of 

election department 13 

Attorney-General to be member of Ballot Law Commission . 55 
to be elected annually on the Tuesday next after the first 

Monday in November 78, 139 
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Page 
Attorney-General, returns of votes for, to be transmitted to 

secretary of Commonwealth 93 

to give consent to withdrawal, etc., of petition for state- 
ment of election expenses 113 

to attend inquests in election cases 128 

Auditor, state, to approve ballot-boxes, blank forms and ap- 
paratus 66, 67 

to be elected annually on the Tuesday next after the first 

Monday in November 78, 139 

^ returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

to approve blank forms for statements of election ex- 
penses, etc 114 

B 

Ballots, evidence in prosecution for violation of laws relat- 
ing to 8 

regulations for receiving, counting, etc., may be made by 

Board of Election Commissioners 13 

(for Caucuses) to be prepared by Board of Election 

Commissioners 39 

no others to be received and counted 39 

to have official heading, with party name, etc 39 

number to be printed to be fixed by city committee . . 39 

or by said board, if not otherwise determined .... 40 

to have names for elective offices arranged alphabetically, 40 

to have other names grouped, on request -40 

except for delegates, to have place of residence printed 

against names 40 

to contain brief statement regarding candidate 40 

to contain only names duly presented on nomination 

papers 40 

to have blank spaces for insertion of written names . . 40 

to state number of persons to be voted for 40 

to indicate by a (*) a candidate for reelection 40 

form of, same as provided for state elections, except . . 40 

how marked by voter 40 

not to be counted if more names are marked than are to 

be chosen 40 

to be arranged as for elections " . . . 40 

to be delivered to warden at polling place 41 

fac-simile copies to be furnished by said board 41 

to be kept posted in polling places during balloting . 41 

to have name of challenged voter, etc., written on outside, 43 

not to be counted until polls are closed 43 
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Ballots to be counted publicly 43 

to be sealed up with check list and indorsed 43 

to be transmitted to Board of Election Commissioners . 44 

to be kept by said board not less than three months . . 44 

to be produced when called for by court, etc 44 

to be recounted on request of ten voters 44 

by State Ballot Law Commission in case of state offices, 44 
by Board of Election Commissioners in case of city 

offices 44 

(for State and City elections) supplies for marking at 

voting places 65 

preparation, printing, and distribution of, at public ex- 
pense 69-73 

general, for use of male voters, description of, etc. . . 69, 70, 72 

special, for use of women in voting for school committee, 70, 72 

arrangement of names upon 70. 71 

blank spaces to be left equal to number of candidates to 

be voted for 70 

official indorsement on 70 

number of, to be furnished 72 

to be in packages, books, or blocks 72 

to contain the names of candidates legally nominated, etc., 69, 73 

new, to be furnished in case of death, etc., of candidate . 73 

also, in case of loss or destruction 77 

partial, for use of voters who are entitled to vote for a 

part only of the officers to be chosen 73 

specimen, to be prepared and furnished 74 

to be packed in sealed packages, etc 76 

delivery of, to Board of Election Commissioners .... 76 

delivery of, to election officers, etc 76j 80 

two sets to be provided for each polling place 76 

one set to be sent to each polling place 77 

one set to be retained until called for 77 

receipts for, and record of, to be preserved 76, 77 

specimen, to be posted up in polling place 80 

to be deposited in state ballot-boxes 80, 86 

not to be removed before closing of polls 81, 87 

statement of number of, cast, not to be made by officers 

before polls are closed 82 

time for deposit at close of polls 82 

marking of, by voter 84-86 

only one to be given to voter 84 

when to be marked " cancelled " 85 

spoiled, to be returned, others may be furnished .... 85 

voter may be assisted in marking, when 85 

distinguishing mark not to be placed on 85 
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Page 
Ballots, manner of depositing in ballot-box 86 

cast by voters whose right to vote is challenged . . . . 87, 105 

blank forms and apparatus to be used in the count and 
canvass of 88 

count and canvass of 88-90 

at close of polls, to be counted aloud and whole number 
announced 89 

to be kept in view of voters until they are placed in en- 
velope 89 

not to be counted unless deposited in ballot-box, etc. . . 90 
or unless provided in accordance with law 90 

when to be marked " defective " 90 

•* defective " not to be counted, but to be preserved . . 90 

to be sealed up and indorsed by election officers after 
having been counted, declared, etc 90 

to be transmitted, sealed, to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 91 

board to retain, the required time, and then cause them 
to be destroyed without examination . 91 

whole number of, given in, to be stated in words at length 
in records and copies of records of caucuses and 
elections 43, 89, loi 

to be retained until contested election is determined, etc., 103 

recount of, in case of contested elections, etc 103, 104 

when returns are believed to be erroneous 103, 104 

in elections in Boston, by Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 103, 104 

of votes on license question 103, 104 

petitioners for, to present in writing name of person 

to represent them at 104 

contesting candidates to be notified and may be 

present 104, 105 

to be only on questions designated in petition for 
recount 105 

penalty for violating provisions regarding printing and 

distributing 122, 123, 124 

for altering, depositing, or removing, with intent to cheat, 124 
for fraudulent marking of 123, 124 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws 

relating to 128 

Ballot-boxes, to be * furnished by secretary, at expense of 

Commonwealth 66 

to be approved by secretary, treasurer and auditor, etc., 66 

to be kept, repaired and replaced by Board of Election 
Commissioners, at expense of city 66 

defective boxes to be replaced, how 67 
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Ballot-boxes, improvements in 67 

examination of different styles by secretary, etc 67 

approval of certain styles to be certified by secretary, etc., 67 

none others to be used to replace defective boxes . . 67 

bond to be given by persons of whom purchased .... 67 

regulations as to use of, etc 67 

to be sent by Board of Election Commissioners to poll- 
ing places 68 

to be used at elections and in taking vote upon certain 

questions 80, 88 

at opening of polls, to be opened and examined, then 
closed and fastened and kept in public view while polls 

are open 81 

clerk to make record of condition of box register before 

and after balloting 81. 88 

not to be opened during balloting except to press down 

ballots to make room 81 

to be returned by warden to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 81, 91 

if state ballot-box cannot be used, balloting shall pro- 
ceed as presiding officer directs 81, 88 

clerk to make record of facts 81, 88 

custody of, at polls 81 

and voting lists, officers in charge of, respectively, to be 

of different political parties 82 

ballots not to be counted unless cast in, except .... 90 

penalty for injuring or destroying 122 

Ballot clerks, appointment and duties of 62 

to announce and repeat names of voters in a loud voice 

before giving out ballots 84 

Ballot Law Commission, members, appointment, powers, 

duties, etc., of 55 

may summon and compel attendance of witnesses ... 55 
of Boston. (See Boston Ballot Law Commission.) 
Blank forms, envelopes, etc., to be furnished by secretary of 

Commonwealth 66 

Blank forms and apparatus for count, etc., of votes at 
caucuses, to be provided by Board of Election Com- 
missioners , 41 

at elections, by secretary of Commonwealth 66 

to be kept in repair and replaced by Board of Election 

Commissioners, at expense of city 66, 67 

to be used at elections when the ballots are printed and 

distributed at public expense 88 

if impossible to use, canvass of votes to be made as pre- 
siding officer shall direct 88 
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B'ank forms, etc., clerk to make record of facts 88 

penalty for injuring or destroying 122 

Board of Aldermen. (See Aldermen, Board of.) 

Board of Election Commissioners. (See Election Commis- 
sioners.) 

Board of Police to detail officers to attend meetings for regis- 
tration and at polls 27, 83 

Board of Registrars of Voters, abolished 12 

Books for registration to be furnished by secretary of Com- 
monwealth, at cost 21 

Boston, city of. (See City of Boston.) 

Boston Ballot Law Commission, Board of Election Commis- 
sioners to constitute 55 

to have powers and duties of state commission in matters 

relating to city offices 55 

chief justice of municipal court, etc., to preside, when . 55, 56 

Bribery at elections, punishment for 125 

c 

Calling of caucuses 34i 35 

Cancelled ballots, when to be so marked 85 

to be sealed up in envelope and transmitted to Board of 

Election Commissioners 91 

to be preserved, etc., and then destroyed 92 

Candidates, names of. (See Names of Candidates.) 
Candidates, nomination of, blank forms for, to be furnished 

by secretary of Commonwealth 53 

nomination of, by convention S3. 77 

nomination of, by certain political parties 77 

nomination of, by individual voters 36, 47 

nomination of, to fill vacancy caused by withdrawal, ineli- 
gibility, or death 38, 39, 49, 52 

receiving highest number of votes at caucuses or elec- 
tions to be deemed elected 6, 42 

(Caucuses.) 

at caucus, must be nominated by nomination papers, 36 

for caucus officers, etc., residence must be placed on • 

papers 37 

information regarding, may be placed on paper .... 37 

in not exceeding eight words 37 

preferences of, may be placed on papers and ballots . . 37, 40 
how nominated, in case papers are not filed, or vacancy 

occurs 38 

may withdraw from nomination papers 38, 39 

names of, how arranged on caucus ballots 40 
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Candidates to be nominated by plurality vote 42 

may be nominated at same or adjourned caucus, in case 

of tie vote 42 

to be notified, and may be present at recount 44 

not to serve as caucus officers . 45 

(State and City Offices.) 

may be nominated by convention or nomination papers, 47, 48 

certificates of nomination of, to be sworn to 47 

for school committee, may be nominated by women . . 48 

political or other designation of 49, 69, 70 

certificates of nomination of, to specify residence, office, 

party, etc. . . • 49 

to file written acceptance of nomination by papers . . . 50, 51 

may withdraw names from nomination ; time, etc. ... 51 

nomination of, in case of death, withdrawal, etc 52 

to be notified of objections to nomination 52 

certificates of nomination for state offices to be filed with 

secretary of Commonwealth 50i 53 

for city offices, with Board of Election Commissioners, 50, 53 

protection of, against anonymous circulars and posters . 53, 80 

number of names of, with same party designation ... 52, 69 

not eligible as election officers or supervisors 61, 62 

names, residences, etc., of, to be placed on ballots . . . 69, 70 

names to be arranged alphabetically, etc. 70 

lists of, to be posted and published '. ... 74, 75 

for presidential electors, receiving one-fifth of votes, may 

apply to supreme court for declaration of election . . 96 

to be notified, and may be present at recount 104, 105 

elected, how notified 106 

elected to city office, not to act until notified ...... 106 

payment, etc., of money by, to aid nomination or election, 107-1 14 

election expenses of 107-114 

promise, etc., of appointment, etc., by, to aid nomination 

or election, etc 107 

may incur and pay personal expenses, etc 107 

may make voluntary payment, etc., to political commit- 
tees, etc 108 

to be notified of errors in statement of election expenses, iii, 112 

may correct same iii, 112 

if not, may be proceeded against 112 

proceedings in supreme or superior court to compel 

making of statement 112, 113 

penalties on, for violations of provisions relative to 

corrupt practices, etc 126 

Canvass of votes at caucuses 43. 44 

at elections 88-90 
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Cards of instniction to be prepared and famished 74 

to be posted up in poking places, etc 80 

Caucus, term defined 33 

Caucus acts, terms used in, defined 33 

Caucuses, to be deemed regular in criminal prosecutions - . 8 

notices for, to apply only to members of party holding . 33 
persons voting in, of one party, cannot vote in those of 

another in same calendar year 33 

city committees may make regulations to determine party 

membership, etc . . 33 

independent voter not to be excluded 34 

to be called under provisions of chapter 507 of Acts of 

1895 34 

relating to state elections to be called by state com- 
mittee 34 

chairman, etc., of state committee to forward copy of 
call to chairman, etc., of city committee twenty-one 
days before date of 34 

relating to city elections to be held on same day .... 34 
except such as relate to special elections 34 

for choice of delegates to convention to nominate candi- 
dates to be voted for by city at large may be held on 
different day 34 

for choice 0/ ward committee may be held on same day, 
which may be same as for caucuses for city election . 34 

city committee shall determine days for, and issue calls . 34 

of two political parties not to be held on same day ... 34 

choice of day given to party first filing copy of call ... 34 

first notice for state and city, to be issued not less than 
eighteen days prior to 35 

notices to state date, and where and when nomination 
papers are to be filed 35 

second notice to be issued seven days before 35 

hour not to be earlier than 2 o'clock, P.M., nor later than 
7.30 o'clock, P.M 35 

notice to be given to Board of Election Commissioners 
two weeks prior to date of 35 

polling places, etc., to be provided for 35 

all notices to be published not less than twice in one or 
more newspapers 35 

notice to state that caucus is to be held under provisions 
of caucus act of 1895 35 

further regulations not inconsistent with said act may be 
made 35 

only candidates nominated at caucuses held in accord- 
ance with raid act to have names on ballots 36 
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Caucuses, nomination papers for, to be prepared by Board 

of Election Commissioners 36 

nomination papers to be delivered to chairman or secre- 
tary of political committee only 36 

all nominations shall be made by nomination papers . . 36 

(See Nomination Papers.) 
chairman or secretary of city committee to indorse on 

papers time when filed 37 

to be sealed and filed with secretary of city committee not 

less than ten days before 37 

not to be qpened until time fixed for their announcement, 37 
at expiration of time named, to be publicly opened by 

secretary 37 

in case of error, etc., secretary may make necessary 

changes in 37 

otherwise, shall notify person filing same, of such error, 

etc 38 

such person may make changes within two week days 

after public announcement . 38 

in case of non-receipt of nomination papers, how nomi- 
nations to be made 38 

how made in case of vacancies, except by withdrawals . 38 

in case of withdrawal, new paper may be filed 39 

if new paper is not filed, chairman and secretary of city 

committee may fill vacancy 39 

secretary to send papers to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners seven days before 39 

all papers to be filed with said board before five o'clock, 

P.M 39 

ballots for, to be provided by city and prepared by said 

board 39 

(See Ballots.) 
ballots and voting lists to be delivered to warden, etc., at 

polling place 41 

blank forms, etc., to be prepared by board for counting, 

etc 41 

six fac-simile ballots to be kept posted in polling place . 41 

notice for, to designate temporary chairman 41 

if temporary chairman absent, any member of ward com- 
mittee may call to order, etc 41 

order of business at 41 

balloting to cease at half-past eight o'clock, unless caucus 

votes to keep polls open until later 41 

voting lists with additions to be used as check lists ... 42 
no person to vote whose name is not on voting lists . . 42 
person receiving highest number of votes to be elected . 42 
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Page 
Caucuses, in case of tie vote, etc., for delegates to convention, 
vacancies to be filled only by vote of remaining 

members of delegation 42 

for ward committee, or caucus officers, members elected 

shall fill vacancies .' 42 

if majority of delegation, etc., not elected, or in case of 
tie vote for elective office, another ballot to be taken, or 

caucus adjourned 42 

hour and place of adjourned caucus to be same as that 

of first caucus, if practicable 42 

certificates of election to be sent to all delegates, etc., 

within five week-days .* . . . 42 

proceedings in case of challenge 42, 43 

no officer to give information as to ballot of challenged 

voter 43 

ballots to be counted at close of polls, and not before . . 43 

to be counted in full view of voters 43 

clerk to make record in record book, of names checked 

on voting list, etc 43 

to transmit record book and copy to Board of Election 

Commissioners 43 

to seal up ballots, etc 43 

warden and clerk to make ceilain indorsements on sealed 

package 43 

warden to transmit sealed package, etc., to Board of 

Election Commissioners 44 

sealed package to be kept by board for three months 
and produced when called for by court, etc. ..... 44 

request for recount to be filed and signed by ten voters 

within twenty-four hours 44 

Board of Election Commissioners to make recount within 

two days in case of caucus for city officers 44 

State Ballot Law Commission to make recount in case of 

caucus for state officers 44 

candidate may be present in person or by agent .... 44 
for special election to be called by political committee . 44 
all calls for special caucuses to be issued by chairman 

and secretary of political committee 44 

caucus officers to be chosen at caucus for delegates to 

state convention 44 

(See Caucus Officers.) 
all caucuses under Act of 1895 to be held in accordance 

with chapter 417 of Acts of 1893, except 4^ 

supreme judicial court and superior court to have 

power to enforce provisions of act . 46 

provisions relative to corrupt practices, etc., applicable to, 114 
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Page 
Caucuses, inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of 

laws relating to 128 

Caucus officers, term defined 33 

not to give information regarding challenged vote ... 43 

when to be chosen 44 

to be qualified voters of ward 44 

to hold Qffice for one year from October i 45 

duties of, to be similar to those of election officers ... 45 

to attend all caucuses in respective wards 45 

vacancy, how filled , 45 

certain persons ineligible 45 

removal from ward does not disqualify 45 

additional officers may be chosen to serve at one caucus, 45 

penalties upon, for violation of law 46, 116 

Certificates, applications, or affidavits taken by assessors, to 

be preserved for two years 14 

of assessment to be received as prima facie evidence of 

residence, etc IS. 23 

of proof of residence to be given by assessors 24 

and complaints relating to registration to be preserved 

for two years • • , . . 27 

of right to vote to be given by Board of Election Com- 
missioners 66 

to be attached to voting list, etc 66 

to be made after count of ballots 90, 91 

of examination of records of votes by governor 95 

to be made after recount of ballots 104 

Certificates of election, at caucus, to be sent to delegates, etc., 

within five days 42 

to be issued by governor 95 

to be transmitted to persons elected, by secretary of 

Commonwealth 95 

governor to issue to presidential electors 96, 98 

of representatives in general court, form of 100 

to be made and transmitted in duplicate icc 

officer transmitting to make return, etc loi 

to be issued by Board of Election Commissioners upon 

expiration of time for recount 106 

of notice of application for naturalization 133, 134 

Certificates of nomination, form, contents, etc., of 47, 50 

to be signed by presiding officer and secretary of conven- 
tion, etc 47) 49 

political or other designation upon 49 

time of filing of, with secretary of Commonwealth . . . 50, 51 

in Boston 51 

to be filed before five o'clock, P.M 51 
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Page 
Certificates of nomination, objections to, may be made in 

writing, time of filing i . . . 51 

to be considered and decided by certain oflScials .... 52 

to be preserved, open to public inspection, etc 53 

blank forms of, to be furnished by secretary of Common- 
wealth 53 

to be sent to Board of Election Commissioners .... 53 
Chairman of Board of Election Commissioners to be appointed 

by mayor 12 

Chairman and secretary of state committee to send call for 

caucuses to city committee 34 

of city committee to indorse on nomination papers time 

of receiving same 37 

to make nominations for caucuses, if papers are not 

filed, or vacancy occurs 38 

may fill certain vacancies 38, 39 

Challenge of right of persons to vote at caucuses, etc 42, 43 

duty of presiding oflScer 42, 43 

proceedings and manner of reception of vote 42. 43 

at elections, of right of person to vote, duty of presiding 

officer 87 

proceedings and manner of reception of vote 87 

supervisors of elections have right to challenge .... 62 
Challenged voter, ballot cast by, no information to be given 

relative to 43. 87, 105 

penalty for giving such information 117 

Check lists. (See Voting Lists.) 

Circulars or posters, anonymous, protection of candidates 

against 53 

not to be distributed in polling places 80 

penalty on election officer for permitting distribution, 

etc 80 

for writing, printing, etc., of same 122 

Citizens, who are 130 

aliens, etc., how may become such 130-136 

City of Boston. 

elections in, to be held on Tuesdays 6 

to provide office room, aid, and suitable quarters for 

registration of voters 18 

division of, into wards, etc 31. 32, 57, 58 

division of, into voting precincts 57. 58 

proceedings at elections in, when new division into wards 

is made 58 

new precincts in, map or description to be published, etc., 59 
secretary of Commonwealth to be notified of changes in 

wards and precincts 59 
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City of Boston to keep ballot-boxes and apparatus in good 

repair, and to replace those lost or destroyed 67 

meetings in, for elections, calling of 78, 79 

elections in, provisions relating to corrupt practices and 

election expenses applicable to 112, 114 

City clerk to publish notices of meetings for elections ... 13, 78 

to be notified of application for naturalization 134 

to give certificate to applicant . 135 

to post name, etc., of applicant, within seven days . . . 135 

fees for 136 

penalty for issuing false certificate, etc 136 

City committee to determine date of municipal caucuses . . 34 
City council to prescribe by ordinance salaries of Board of 

Election Commissioners 12 

to provide office room, etc., for registration of voters . . 18 

may determine compensation of assistant registrars . . 17 
may authorize Board of Election Commissioners to 

publish additional names 30 

duties of, in division of city into wards, etc. , 57i 58 

to determine compensation of election officers 62 

to determine compensation of supervisors 63 

elections by, act relative to corrupt practices, etc., ap- 
plicable to 114 

City election, term defined 5 

City officer, term defined 5 

City registrar to send names of deceased persons to Board 

of Election Commissioners i6 

Civil officers, persons having highest number of votes to be 

deemed elected 6, 42 

title of persons elected not to be affected by violation of 

certain provisions of law loi 

Clerk of caucus, with presiding officer, to send certificate of 

election, etc., witl>in five days after caucus 42 

shall make record of result of voting 43 

shall make copy of record . 43 

shall seal up ballots, check lists, etc., before adjournment 

of caucus 43 

shall, with warden, indorse package containing votes, etc., 43 

how and when chosen 44 

to be qualified voter in ward, etc 44 

term of office 45 

duties similar to those of clerks at elections 45 

ineligible, if member of ward committee, etc 45 

cannot serve, if candidate for elective office, etc 45 

penalties to be same as in case of election officers ... 46 
Clerks of voting precincts. (See Election Officers.) 
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Clerks of the courts, election of 78, 139 

return of votes for, to secretary of Commonwealth ... 93 
duties etc., of, in matters pertaining to naturalization . 133-136 
Collectors of taxes to furnish information necessary to aid in 

registration 14 

to be furnished with additions to and corrections in list 

of persons assessed 14 

to collect certain taxes 16 

notice from, to person assessed, to tt^ prima facie evidence 

of residence 18, 23 

penalty for wilful neglect or refusal 118 

Commissioners of elections. (See Election Commissioners.) 
Compensation of Board of Election Commissioners .... 12 

of election officers 62 

of supervisors of election 63 

Complaints, certificates, etc., to be preserved by Board of 

Election Commissioners for two years 27 

Congress, Representatives in. (See Representatives in Congress.) 

Congressional districts 137 

Constable may be called on by presiding officer to preserve 

order, etc 82, 83 

to deliver certificate of election to representative to 

general court and make return loo, loi 

Constitution, amendment to, proposed, question of approval 

of, to be printed on ballot 70 

publication, etc 76, 80 

copy of, to be printed in warrant for meeting at which it 

is to be voted on 79 

Contested elections, ballots to be retained, subject to order, 

etc. . 44, 103 

recount of ballots in, candidates to be notified and may 

be present 44, 104, 105 

of presidential electors 96-98 

Conventions, selection of delegates to. (See Caucuses.) 
may provide for filling vacancy caused by withdrawal, 

ineligibility, or death of candidate 42, 52 

nomination of candidates by 47» 50 

presiding officer and secretary of, to sign and swear to 

certificates of nomination 47, So 

provision relative to corrupt practices, etc., applicable to . 114 
inquest to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws 

relating to 128 

Copies of records of Votes. (See Returns of Votes.) 

Corrupt practices in elections, prevention of 107-114 

Council, city. (See City Council.) 

Councillor districts 137 
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Councillors, election of 78,139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

Count and canvass of votes, in caucus 43 

in elections 88-92 

County treasurer, election of 78 

Criminal prosecutions for offences against election laws, evi- 
dence in 8 

may be brought by proper district-attorney 112 

D 

Day and hour, last, for filing nominations 37. 39. 50. Si 

Days, number of, how to be reckoned in election laws ... 6 
Deceased persons, names of, to be sent to Board of Election 

Commissioners by city registrar 16 

to be stricken from registers 25 

Defective ballots to be kept and preserved 90 

Delegates, in case of tie vote, to be chosen by other delegates, 42 

proceedings for filling vacancy 42 

to receive certificate of election 42 

Delegation to convention may fill vacancy 42 

meeting for purpose, how called 42 

must organize with chairman and secretary 42 

must notify secretary of convention of action 42 

Deputy clerks. (See Election Ofiicers.) 
Deputy inspectors. (See Election Officers.) 
Deputy wardens. (See Election Officers.) 

Designation, political or other, of candidates 49,52,69 

Discharging voters on account of vote, penalty for 125 

Disorderly conduct at sessions for registration, penalty for , 121 

at meietings for elections, etc., penalty for 125 

Disputed elections. (See Contested Elections.) 

District-attorneys, election of 78, 139 

returns of votes for to be transmitted to secretary of Com- . 

monwealth 93 

to be notified of defective statements of election expenses, 112 

to prosecute makers of same . . . 112 

to attend inquests in election cases 128 

Documents relating to registration to be preserved for two 

years 27 

Duplicate vodng lists to be prepared for use at elections ; pro- 
visions of law applicable thereto 30 

certificates of election of representative in general court 

to be made 100 

statements of election expenses to be filed with Board of 

Election Commissioners iii 
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Election, term defined 6 

Election Act of 1893, general provisions .• 5 

Election Act, how to be construed 9 

repeal by, not to affect acts done, etc., under repealed 

statutes 9 

Election cases, inquests in 128 

Election Commissioners, voting lists and notices relating to 

elections, places of posting by 7 

testimony of, prima facie evidence of regularity of hold- 
ing election 8 

appointment of is 

to have charge of election department 12 

chairman to be appointed by mayor 12 

term of office ; compensation 12 

may be removed for cause after notice and hearing . . la 

powers and duties of 13 

not to give notice of calling of election 13 

may appoint assistants and secretary 13 

may make regulations for receiving ballots and counting 

and returning votes 13 

to receive from assessors lists of voters, male and female . 14 
to be furnished with additions to, and corrections in, lists 

of assessed persons 14 

to be furnished with street lists 15 

to receive assessors' certificate, etc., as prima facie evi- 
dence of residence, etc 15, 18, 23, 24 

to be furnished with lists of deceased residents .... 16 

to appoint assistant registrars 17 

so as to represent different political parties .... 17 

may designate assistant registrars to hold outside sessions, 17 

to make regulations for assistant registrars 17 

to swear assistant registrars 17 

may remove assistant registrars 17 

to be qualified voters of Boston and not to hold other 

office I2> 17 

acceptance of other office to be taken as resignation . . 18 

to be furnished by city with office-room, aid, etc 18 

to make new general register in 1896, and in every tenth 

year thereafter 18 

to hold day, evening, and continuous sessions 19 

to close registration on twentieth day before election . . 19 

to hold sessions for registration for special elections . . 19 

to give notice of time and place of holding sessions . . 20 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



159 

Page 
Election Commissioners to state that names will not be regis- 
tered after ten o'clock, P.M 20 

not to place names upon registers after ten o'clock, P.M., 

of last day of registration, unless, etc ao 

vote by which entry or correction is made to be attested 

by secretary 20 

to keep general registers in blank books 20, 21 

to enter name, age, birthplace and residence, etc., of 

voter 20 

to require voter to write his name 21, 23 

to prepare annual rasters 21 

to place therein name and residence of each voter, male 

and female 21 

to identify names on assessors' lists as on list at last 

election 22 

not to place name on annual register if objected to by 

one member, until after notice and hearing 22 

to enter in annual register names entered in current year 

in general register 22 

to make list of women voters of previous year 22 

to transmit same to assessors 22 

any member may administer oaths and examine appli- 
cants under oath 22 

to examine applicant if not qualified within four years . 23 

to ascertain ability of voter to read Constitution, how , . 23 
to post in place of registration, laws prescribing penalty 

for illegal registration 24 

to require production of naturalization papers 25 

may register qualified minor, if he will be of age before 

election 25 

to notify applicant in case of declination or rejection . . 25, 26 

to correct and revise registers 25 

to erase from registers names of persons deceased ... 25 
duties of, upon complaint of illegal or incorrect registra- 
tion 26 

to transmit notices to assessors, of errors in name or res- 
idence of assessed persons 27 

to act in open session 27 

to announce name of applicant for registration in clear, 

etc., tone of voice 27 

to keep records open to public inspection 27 

to preserve complaints, certificates and other documents 

for two years 27 

to maintain order, etc., at places of registration 27 

to prepare voting lists from annual register 29 

to place names of women voters in separate lists .... 29 
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Election Commissioners to prepare lists by wards and pre- 
cincts 29 

to place certain names at end of voting lists 29 

to post voting lists in principal office, etc 29 

to add new names to voting list within forty -eight hours 

after adding to annual register 30 

may publish additional names in one newspaper, if city 

council authorizes 30 

shall give certificates to voters whose names have been 

omitted from voting lists 30 

same to be attached to, and preserved with, voting lists . 30 
to prepare and transmit precinct lists to election officers . 30 
to provide precinct lists in duplicate, when required . . 30 
may use voting lists prepared for state or city election, 

for special elections 30 

shall prepare lists for special use of election officers . . 31 
to give certificate to voter refusing to write name on spe- 
cial list 31 

to certify to secretary of Commonwealth number of as- 
sessed polls and male and female voters 31 

to certify to secretary of Commonwealth number of 
voters entitled to vote for part only of officers to be 

voted for 31 

to furnish certified copy of ward voting list with additions 

for caucus 31 

to furnish to city council, etc., information necessary to 

make new division of wards 32 

to deliver to city clerk before February 10, 1894, and 

every tenth year, lists of male voters 32 

to furnish in any other year lists of male voters in any 

ward on request of board of aldermen 32 

to receive notice of date of caucuses 35 

to notify city committee of places for holding caucuses . 35 
to provide and furnish polling places for caucuses ... 35 
to prepare blank nomination papers for caucuses ... 36 
to deliver same to chairman or secretary of political com- 
mittee 36 

to receive nomination papers from secretary of city com- 
mittee 39 

to prepare ballots for caucuses 39 

to determine number of caucus ballots for each ward, if 

city committee does not do so 40 

how shall arrange names, etc., on caucus ballots .... 40 
to print no names on caucus ballots not duly presented 

on nomination papers 40 

to leave blank spaces on caucus ballots 40 
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Election Commissioners to state on caucus ballots number 

of persons to be voted for ,. 40 

to deliver sample and caucus ballots and voting lists to 

warden, etc 41 

to prepare blank forms, etc., for counting, etc., at caucus, 41 

to prepare caucus seals and record books 41 

to receive record of votes, baUots cast, etc., from warden 

of caucus 43 

to keep ballots and check lists of caucus for three months, 44 

to produce same when called for by court, etc 44 

to recount ballots cast at caucus, when 44 

to transmit certain statements to State Ballot Law Com- 
mission 44 

to receive nomination papers for state and city offices, 

seasonably 48 

to certify number of signatures of qualified voters ... 48 
not to be required to certify more names than necessary 

to make nomination 48 

certificates of nomination, etc., for city offices to be filed 

with 50 

to require identification of person filing and signing 

nomination paper 50 

withdrawals from nomination papers to be filed with . . 51 

objections to nominations to be filed with 52 

to consider objections, etc., to nominations for city 

offices 52 

to mail notice of such objections to candidates affected 

and to party committee 52 

to determine which candidates are entitled when more 

than necessary have same designation 52 

to receive certificates of nomination in case of with- 
drawals 53 

to preserve certificates of nomihation, etc., for one year . 53 
to receive blank forms for certificates of nomination of 

representatives in general court 53 

to constitute Boston Ballot Law Commission 55 

to have, as to city offices, powers and duties of Slate 

Ballot I^w Commission 55 

when sitting as Ballot Law Commission, chief justice of 

municipal court, etc., to preside, etc 56 

to receive copies of map of new preciftcts from aldermen, 59 
to give notice of change of wards, etc., to secretary of 

Commonwealth 59 

to appoint election officers in September, yearly .... 60 

to preserve equality of political representation 60 

may remove any election officer on written charges . . 60 
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Election Commissioners shalkfill vacancies, etc 60 

shall remove officer who becomes candidate and fails to 

resign 61 

may swear election officers 61 

may swear supervisors 62 

shall designate and prepare polling places 64 

shall post description of polling places in ten places in 

precinct 64 

shall give further notice of location of polling places as 

they think necessary, etc 64 

shall provide each polling place with shelves, guard rail, 

etc 64 

shall keep shelves provided vnth proper supplies, etc. . 65 
shall provide place for safe keeping of ballot-boxes ... 66 
shall keep ballot-boxes, etc., in good order and replace 

when necessary 66, 67 

may make regulations as to use of seals, ballot-boxes, and 

counting apparatus 67 

shall furnish seal for precinct clerks 68 

to receive same, etc., from precinct clerk at end of his 

term of office 68 

shall send ballot-boxes, etc., to election officers .... 68 

shall prepare ballots for city elections 69 

shall prepare women's ballots for school committee on 
tinted paper, with words " For School Committee 

only" 70,72 

shall print fac-simile of signatures on ballots with words 

'* Official Ballot for," etc 70 

shall provide two sets of general and special ballots for 

each polling place 72 

shall arrange and fasten ballots in packages, etc 72 

shall keep and preserve for one year record of ballots 

furnished, etc., to each polling place 72 

shall prepare new ballots in case of death, withdrawal, 

etc., of candidate 73 

to prepare instructions for guidance of voters at city elec- 
tions 74 

to cause such instructions, etc., to be printed on cards . 74 

to prepare specimen ballots on tinted paper 74 

to receive from secretary of Commonwealth lists of 
names, etc., of candidates five days before state- elec- 
tion 74 

to post such lists, etc., in voting precincts 74 

to post lists of names, etc., of candidates, four days be- 
fore city election 75 

to publish such lists in at least two newspapers .... 75 
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Election Commissioners to receive two sets of ballots, etc., 

from secretary of Commonwealth, twelve hours before 

day of state election 76 

shall, on delivery thereof, return receipts to secretary . . 76 
shall cause two sets of ballots, etc., for city election to be 

separately packed, etc 76 

shall send one set of ballots, etc., to election officers on 

day of state and city election 76 

to have receipt therefor from presiding officer at polling 

place Tj 

■ shall preserve receipt, with record of ballots sent, for one 

year jj 

shall retain second set until called for 77 

shall furnish second set on written requisition of presid- 
ing officer at polling place jj 

shall furnish substitute ballots to replace those destroyed 

or stolen jj 

to make statement under oath, that original ballots have 

been lost, etc., and substitutes furnished 77 

to receive ballot-box, etc., from presiding officer at polling 

place . 81 

to receive copy of record of precinct clerk, and enter 

same on city records 89 

to receive from warden the ballots, voting lists, etc. ... 91 
may furnish copy of check list on written application of 

ten voters 91 

shall, after making such copy, enclose original in enve- 
lope and seal and certify to same 91 

shall retain ballots cast at elections until requirements of 

law have been complied with 91 

shall then cause all ballots to be destroyed without 

examination 91 

shall make entry in city records of fact of destruction of 

ballots 91 

. shall retain voting lists, etc., during time required for 

preservation of ballots 92 

shall preserve voting lists for future reference 92 

shall cause cancelled ballots to be destroyed 92 

may make such disposition of Undistributed ballots as 

they may deem proper 92 

shall examine records of election officers 93, 100 

shall notify election officers of errors . . . .' 93 

to receive new record from election officer 93 

shall examine all original and additional records .... 93 
shall certify and attest copies of records of votes .... 93 
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Election Commissioners shall transmit to secretary of Com- 
monwealth copies of records of votes, within ten days 
from election 39 

shall transmit to aldermen copies of records of votes for 
register of deeds, within ten days 94 

shall transmit all copies of records in envelopes properly 
indorsed 94 

shall, when notified that such copies are not properly 
sealed, make and transmit other copies 94i 99 

shall examine records of votes for representative and de- 
termine persons elected 100 

shall enter in city records names and number of votes 
for representatives 100 

shall notify election officers of errors in copies of record 
of votes for representatives " 100 

shall examine additional copies of records of election 

officers 100 

shall make duplicate certificates of election of represent- 
ative 100 

shall transmit one certificate to secretary of Common- 
wealth and the other to the person elected loo 

to receive return from officer, etc., that certificate was duly 
delivered loi 

shall transmit to secretary of Commonwealth within fif- 
teen days from election, copy of record of votes for 
representative loi 

shall certify to secretary of Commonwealth total number 
of names of male and female voters loa 

duty of, in case of disputed election, etc., in city .... 103 

shall, when ordered by court, etc., appear and bring 
ballots 103 

shall, upon statement of ten voters that records of elec- 
tion officers in city election are erroneous, make re- 
count 103 

may employ assistance in making recount 104 

may allow candidates, etc., to be present at recount . . 104 

shall, after recount, seal up ballots and certify that en- 
velopes have been opened and sealed 104 

shall alter and amend erroneous records 104 

shall make and sign statement of their determination of 
questions raised 104 

shall notify candidates, etc., to be present at recount . . 105 

shall consider only questions designated in petition for 

recount 105 

to allow no other information to be taken from the bal- 
lots on such recount 105 
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Election Commissicners shall give no information in regard 

to ballot deposited by challenged voter 105 

shall not declare result of election, etc., until time for filing 

request for recount has expired, etc 105 

shall, upon expiration of time for filing request for re- 
count, etc., declare result of election and issue certifi- 
cates 106 

to receive duplicate statements of election expenses, etc., 

from treasurer of political committee 11 1 

shall forward to secretary of Commonwealth duplicate 
copy of statement relating to any other than a city elec- 
tion, etc Ill 

to inspect, etc., statements filed under act to prevent cor- 
rupt practices 112 

to notify person failing to make correct statement ... 113 

to notify district- attorney of such failure 113 

shall preserve statements for fifteen months and keep 

same open to inspection 113 

to preserve vouchers for election expenses for six 

months 113 

shall give receipt for statement if requested 1 13 

penalties for refusing, etc., to require applicant for regis- 
tration to read from Constitution and write name . . 115 
for refusing, etc., to announce name of applicant in 

clear, etc., tone of voice 115 

for preventing, etc., voter from registering ...... 115 

for knowingly registering name of any person not 

qualified to vote \ 115 

for fraud or corrupt conduct generally 115,118 

for making statement in regard to ballot of challenged 

voter 117, 126 

for allowing ballots to be examined 117 

for failure to make record of votes, or to make and 

transmit copies thereof 117 

for wilftiUy signing a certificate not in conformity with 

the result of an election 118 

Election department created 12 

Election expenses, all receipts, payments, etc., to be accounted 

for; detailed statements to 'be made, etc 107-114 

Election laws, evidence in prosecution for oifences against . . 8 

inquests in cases of alleged violation of 128 

Election officer, term defined 6 

Election officers may require voters to write names 31 

how appointed, etc., when new division of wards has 

been made 58 

to be appointed by Board of Election Commissioners . . 60 
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Election officers to be qualified voters of ward 60 

to equally represent two leading political parties .... 60 

term of office 60 

may be removed on written charges 60 

vacancies, how filled '60 

not eligible as, when candidates to be voted for ... . 61 
shall resign, on becoming candidates after appoint- 
ment 61 

on neglect to resign, shall be removed 61 

absent at opening of polls, place maybe filled by election, 

etc 61 

deputy to act in absence of principals 61 

to be sworn 61 

to attend in respective voting precincts 62 

compensation of 62 

duties of, when substitute ballots are furnished 77 

at opening of polls to see that ballot-box is empty ... 8 1 

in charge of ballot-box, etc., to be of different political 

parties 82 

not to make statements relative to voting until after pub- 
lic declaration of vote 82 

to report violation of provisions of law to police .... 83 
who are to assist disabled voters in marking ballots ; to 

certify on ballots 85 

not to put marks on ballots 85 

to immediately cancel spoiled ballots 85 

to announce and repeat names of voters in loud voice, etc., 

before ballots are deposited 86 

not to make statements relative to ballots cast by chal- 
lenged voters 87, 105 

duties of, in the count and canvass of votes 88-92 

certificate of, on envelope containing ballots 90 

may affix private seal to envelope 90 

to certify to identity of voting lists 91 

to make new return of votes, etc 93, loo 

penalties on 80, 117, 118 

penalty for disobedience of lawful commands of ... . 126 
Elections, to be deemed regular, in criminal prosecutions . . 8 

prevention of corrupt practices in 107-114 

publicity of expenses of 107-114 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws re- 
lating to 128 

Elective office, term defined 33 

Electors of President and Vice-President of the United States, 
addition to designation on certificate of nomination, 
etc 49,72 
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Electors of President and Vice-President of the United States, 

arrangement of names on ballot, etc 7ii 72 

election of 78, 139 

marking of ballots in voting for 84 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

to be examined by governor and council, etc 96 

candidates for, receiving not less than one-fifth of votes 
cast, may apply to supreme court for declaration of 

election 96 

governor to issue certificates of election to, when ... 96, 98 

final determination of contested elections of 98 

Employees in manufacturing, etc., establishments to be 

allowed time to vote . 7 

penalty for employing in violation of law 125 

for discharging, etc., on account of vote 125 

Envelopes and blanks for return of votes at caucuses, to be 

furnished by Board of Election Commissioners ... 41 
at elections, to be furnished by secretary of Common- 
wealth 66 

Errors, in names or residences of persons assessed 14 

in registration, correction of 25, 26 

in names or residences of persons assessed, assessors to 

be notified . 27 

in records of votes, correction of . . . .44, 93, 99, 100, 103, 104 

Evidence in prosecution for offences against election laws . . 8 

of residence, assessors' certificate, etc., to \i^ prima facie, 15, 23, 24 

Expenses, election, and corrupt practices in elections . . . 107-114 

F 

False affidavit, penalty for making 120 

False answer, statement or name, penalties for giving , . .119, 120 
False certificate, nomination paper, indorsement, etc., penal- 
ties for making 120, 122 

False name, penalties for voting under, etc 119, 124 

False oath, penalty for making 120 

Females. (See Women.) 

Fraudulent impersonation of voters, to prevent 31 

Fraudulent voting. (See Penalty.) 

G 

General ballots, description of, etc 69-73 

number to be furnished 72, 73 

General register of voters, new, to be prepared in 1896, and 

in every tenth year thereafter 18 
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General register of voters, to be kept by Board of Election 

Commissioners 20 

form of, books for, to be furnished by secretary of Com- 
monwealth at cost 21 

names to be placed thereon 20, 21 

names to be stricken therefrom 25, 26, 27 

(See Registers of Voters.) 
Governor, in presence of at least five councillors, to subscribe 

to a certificate of examination of returns of votes, etc. . 95 
after examination, to deliver returns of votes, etc., to 

secretary of Commonwealth - . . . 95 • 

to issue certificates to presidential electors 96, 98 

Governor and council, to appoint supervisors of registration 

upon petition of ten voters 27 

to appoint supervisors of elections upon petition of ten 

voters 62 

to examine returns of votes .... 94, 95 

not to reject return of votes because of informality, etc. . 94 
to examine returns, etc., for presidential electors and 

make proclamation 96 

may order new returns of votes, if originals appear to be 

incomplete, etc. . 99 

Governor, and other state officers, elected annually on the 

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November . . 78, 139 
returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

Guard-rail, to be constructed at each polling place 64, 65 

none but election officers, supervisors and voters actually 

engaged in voting to be admitted behind ^. 82 

H 

Holidays, to be included in reckoning time 6 

Hour for calling caucuses 35 

Hour and day, last, for filing nominations 37i 39. 50. 51 

I 

Illegal registration, penalty for 120 

Illegal voting, duties of officers 83 

penalties for 119, 121, 124 

Impersonation of voters, to prevent fraudulent 31 

Independent voter not to be excluded from caucus .... 34 

Indians, rights of, as citizens 7 

Information as to ballot of challenged voter, not to be 

given 43. 87, 105 
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Pagt 
Information, no other than as to questions raised to be 

allowed to be taken from ballots at recount 105 

to voters 74. 75 

Inquests in election cases 128 

' Inspectors. (See Election Officers.) 

Inspectors to act as ballot clerks 62 

Instructions to voters, cards of 74 

Intoxicating liquor. (See Liquors.) 

J 

Jurisdiction of courts in matters relating to naturalization . 133, 134 

Justice of the peace, may swear election officers 61 

may swear supervisors of elections 62 

to satisfy himself as to identity of signer of nomination 

paper 49 

penalty for failure to do so 49 

L 

Laborers to be allowed time to vote 7 

Legislature, members of, to be elected on the Tuesday next 

after the first Monday in November 78, 139 

elections in, act relative to corrupt practices, etc., appli- 
cable to • . . 114 

Lieutenant-governor to'be elected on Tuesday next after first 

Monday in November . . . . ' 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

Liquors, sale of, on election days prohibited 7 

Liquors, places where sold not to be used as polling places . 64 
question of granting licenses for sale of, to be placed on 

ballot 70 

registering ballot-box to be used in taking vote on . . . 80 

in polling places, forbidden under penalty 83, 126 

votes upon, how recounted 103, 104 

petitioners for recount to present in writing name of 

person to represent them 104 

List of assessed polls. (See Assessed Polls, List of.) 

List of voters for use in making new division of city into 

wards 3ii33 

Lists of candidates, to be posted and published 74. 75 

Lists of voters. (See Annual Register and Voting Lists.) 

M 

Manufectory, employees in, to be allowed time to vote ... 7 

Marking of ballots, manner of, by voter 40, 84, 85 

penalty for fraudulent 119, 124 
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Marking shelves and supplies for marking ballots to be fur- 
nished 64, 6$ 

Mayor to appoint Board of Election Commissioners .... 12 

to designate one member as chairman 12 

may remove any member for cause, after notice and hear- 
ing 12 

to approve appointment of assistants and secretary ... 13 

Mechanics, etc., to be allowed time to vote 7 

Meetings for elections, election officers at, to be provided with 

voting lists 30 

for election of state and city officers, calls for 78, 79 

for voting on proposed constitutional amendment ... 79 
notices for, shall state time of opening and closing polls . 79 
polls may be opened as early as six o'clock, A.M. ... 79 

shall be opened as early as ten o'clock, A.M 79 

shall be kept open at least six hours 79 

but not after sunset 79 

ballot clerks at, to check name of voter and announce 

same in loud voice before giving out ballot 84 

election officers at, to check name of voter and an- 
nounce same in loud voice before he votes 86 

how votes shall be deposited in 86 

proceedings when right to vote is challenged 87 

penalty for disorderly conduct and illegal voting at, 119, 124, 125 
Meetings for political purposes. (See Caucuses.) 

penalty on officers of 46, 116 

penalty for illegal voting at . . , 46, 121 

Mercantile establishments, employee in, to be allowed time to 

vote 7 

Minor may be registered if he will be of age before election . 25 
Money, receipt and payment of, for election expenses . . 107-114 

N 

Name, false, or false answer, penalty for giving 120, 121 

Names of candidates, with residences, to be placed on certifi- 
cates and nomination papers 36, 49 

may be withdrawn from nomination ; time 38, 39, 51 

with residences, to be placed upon ballots 40, 69, 72 

arrangement of, upon ballots 40, 70 

Names of persons liable to be assessed, lists of, to be made by 

assessors 14, 

to be returned by them to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 14 

corrections in, to be made by assessors 14 

and residences of persons moving into city after May 1 
to be kept by assessors, etc 24 
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Names of voters to be placed or retained on registers . i8, 19, 20-25 

to be written in full, etc., on registers 20 

errors in, to be corrected 25 

to be announced and repeated in distinct tone of voice 

before being placed on general register 27 

notices of errors in, to be sent to assessors 27 

entered in annual register, to be placed on voting lists and 

posted 29 

additional, entered in annual register, to be posted or 

published 29, 30 

may be erased from registers on notice and examina- 
tion 25, 26, 27 

of persons entitled to vote for part of officers, to be 

placed together 29 

to be entered on list of precinct in which voters 

reside 30 

number of, required on nomination paper 36, 47, 48 

to be announced and repeated, etc., before voters receive 

ballots 84 

to be announced and repeated, etc., before ballots are 

deposited 86 

Names of women voters to be placed in separate lists by 

assessors 14 

to be transmitted to Board of Election Commissioners , 14 

lists of, to be transmitted to assessors 22 

to be placed in separate columns in voting lists .... 29 

Naturalization, laws relating to 129 

who are citizens 129 

children of citizens born abroad 129 

women, married to citizens 129 

how aliens may become citizens 129 

1. Declaration of intention 129 

2. Oath to support Constitution of United States ... 129 

3. Residence in United States and good character . . 129 

4. Titles of nobility to be renounced 130 

discharged soldier or sailor, etc., may become citizen 

without declaration of intention 130 

minor residents may become citizens, on making decla- 
ration after coming of age, etc 131 

widow and children of deceased declarant to be con- 
sidered as citizens 131 

African aliens included 131 

five years* residence necessary 131 

alien enemies not admitted 131 

children of naturalized aliens to be considered citizens . 132 

of seamen in merchant service 132 
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Naturalization, police and other inferior courts have no juris- 
diction, unless they have clerks 132 

primary declarations, where filed 132 

supreme judicial and other courts, having common law 

jurisdiction, seal and clerk may have jurisdiction . . . 133 
final applications to be filed in term time or vacation . . 133 
final action to be had only on stated days, or during reg- 
ular terms of court 133 

final application to be entered on docket and filed four- 
teen days before final action 133 

application to contain name, age, residence, etc., of ap- 
plicant 133 

applicant to notify city clerk fourteen days before final 

hearing, etc 133, 134 

city clerk to make record and give applicant certificate . 134 
to post name, etc., of applicant in two public places, 134 
to keep record of applications and make annual re- 
turn to secretary of Commonwealth 134 

fees of clerks of courts 135 

to be paid over for benefit of county law libraries . • 135 

fees of city clerk 135 

penalty for recording or filing application, etc., or issuing 

certificate in violation of chapter 345 of the Acts of 1885, 135 

repeal of $ ^ 8, 10, and 1 1 of chapter 160 of Public Statutes, 135 

fees of officers attending court 135 

Naturalization papers, to be produced for inspection before 

name is placed on register 25 

Nomination, certificates of. (See Certificates of Nomination.) 

Nomination filed, etc., to be valid, unless, etc 51 

Nomination of candidates by caucus 3^39* 47 

by convention 47 

by certain political parties 47 

by individual voters 47-49 

to fill vacancy caused by withdrawal, etc 38, 39, 49, 50 

notice of, by caucus, to be sent to candidates 42 

Nominations for caucuses to be by nomination papers ... 36 
Nomination or election of candidates, act relative to corrupt 

practices, etc., applicable to 114 

Nomination papers for caucuses, meaning defined 33 

notices relative to filing of, to be published . 35 

form of 36 

to be provided by city 36 

to be prepared by Board of Election Commissioners . . 36 
to have §§ 7 to 14 of chapter 507 of Acts of 1895 printed 

on back 36 

all nominations to be made by 36 
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Nomination papers, to be delivered to chairman or secretary 

of political committee for whom prepared 36 

to be delivered to them only 36 

to be signed by at least five voters of the party ..... 36 

to be signed by voter in person 36 

not to contain more names than there are persons to be 

elected 36 

may contain fewer names 36 

to give residence of each signer 36 

to give residence of candidate for elective office .... 37 

may contain certain information about candidate .... 37 

in not exceeding eight words 37 

to give residence of candidate for caucus officer .... 37 

personal preferences of delegates may be given 37 

in not exceeding eight words '. . 37 

time of filing to be indorsed upon 37 

to be filed in office of secretary of city committee ten 

days before caucus 37 

to be sealed when filed 37 

not to be opened until time for announcing nominations, 37 

to be publicly opened 37 

nominations by, to be publicly announced 37 

errors, irregularities, etc, may be corrected by secretary 

oi city committee 37 

orby signer of paper 38 

if none are filed, ward committee to be notified .... 38 

may be made by ward committee in such case 38 

if ward committee disagrees, two sets of papers may be 

filed 38 

chairman and secretary of city committee may file 

papers, when 38 

in case of vacancy caused by death, etc 38 

in case of withdrawal, new pap^r may be filed 38, 39 

all papers to be sent to Board of Election Commissioners 

seven week-days before caucus 39 

to be filed before five o'clock, P.M 39 

only names presented on, to be printed on ballot .... 40 
for state offices, forms to be furnished by secretary of 

Commonwealth 53 

form, contents, etc 47-50 

number of signatures requisite for 47f 48 

voter to sign in person, with residence, etc 48 

may subscribe only to as many nominations for each 

office as there are persons to be elected 48 

qualified women may sign papers for candidates for 

school committee 48 
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Nomination papers, to be seasonably submitted to Board of 

Election Commissioners before filing 48 

said board to certify requisite number of signatures on, 
etc 48 

secretary of Commonwealth not to be required to receive 
papers, after papers with requisite number of names, 
etc., have been filed 48 

one of signers to swear to truth of statements in, and 
annex post-office address 48* 49 

magistrate must satisfy himself of identity of signer, under 
penalty 49 

what papers shall specify as to candidates 49 

how name of candidate to be designated, if nominated 
otherwise than by a party polling three per cent, of 
vote 49 

when nomination is made to supply vacancy caused 
by death, etc., certificate shall state name, etc., of 
original nominee 49. 50 

to be accompanied bywritten acceptance of candidate . . 50 

for state offices, to be filed with secretary of Common- 
wealth 50 

for city offices, to be filed with Board of Election Com- 
missioners 50 

to be filed by some responsible person 50 

such person to sign paper, with his own hand, and add 

residence 50 

to be satisfactorily identified 50 

last days for filing, for state offices 50, 51 

for city offices 51 

must be filed before five o'clock, P.M., on last day ... 51 

must in every case be accompanied by written acceptance 
of candidate 51 

candidate may withdraw name from, how .51 

nominations by, valid unless written objection is made . 51 

such objections, when to be filed 51. 52 

when relating to state offices, to be considered by State 

Ballot Law Commission 52 

to city offices, by Board of Election Commissioners . 52 

candidate to be notified, if objection is filed 52 

if too many candidates of same political designation are 
nominated, how right to such designation determined, 52 

vacancy, how supplied in case of death, withdrawal, 

etc 52,53 

when vacancy caused by withdrawal, certificates of nomi- 
nation to be filed, when 53 

to be open to objection like original nominations . . 53 
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Nomination papers, all papers, certificates, etc., to be open 

to public inspectipn 53 

to be preserved for one year 53 

all signatures required to be made in person 53 

blank forms for, to be furnished by secretary of Common- 
wealth 53 

Notices, relating to elections, place of posting 7 

for holding caucuses, to apply only to members of party, 33 
of caucuses, to be given by state committee 'to city com- 
mittee twenty-one days before 34 

party first filing copy of^ entitled to precedence ... 34 

first, to be issued by city committee, eighteen days before, 35 
to state day of caucus and when and where nomination 

papers shall be filed 35 

seven days, to be given, of date, place and time .... 35 
all notices to be published not less than twice in one or 

more newspapers 35 

to be given to Board of Election Commissioners .... 35 
to be given by board to city committee, of places for 

holding 35 

for special caucuses 44 

of elections, to be given by city clerk I3i 78 

to voter, of error in annual register 26 

to candidate, of objection to nomination paper 52 

to candidates, etc., of recount 105 

of ^lure to file statement of election expenses 11 1 

o 

Oath, false, penalty for making 120 

Objections to nominations to be made in writing 51 

when to be filed 51, 52 

to be considered, and questions decided by certain offi- 
cials 52,53 

to be preserved for one year, open to public inspection . 53 

Office, city. (See City Office.) 
state. (See State Office.) 

Office room to be furnished to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 18 

Officer, city. (See City Officer.) 
state. (See State Officer.) 

Officers, election. (See Election Officers.) 
police. (See Police Officers.) 
presiding. (See Presiding Officers.) 

Operatives to be allowed time to vote 7 
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Partial ballots for use of certain voters 73 

Party, political. (See Political Parties.) 

Penalty on caucus officers and voters, same as imposed under 

election laws 46, 116 

supreme and superior court may enforce 46 

on magistrates for failure to satisfy themselves of identity 

of signer of nomination paper 49 

on assessors for making false list of assessed polls ... 115 
on assessors for neglecting to inquire at residence of 

women voters and make list 115 

for fraud or corrupt conduct generally 115, 118 

on assistant registrar for refusing, etc., to require appli- 
cant for registration to read from Constitution and 

write name 115 

for refusing, etc., to announce name of applicant in 

clear, etc., tone of voice 115 

for preventing, etc., voter from registering 115 

for knowingly registering name of any person not 

qualified to vote 115 

for fraud or corrupt conduct generally 115,118 

on city clerk for false record, etc., of declaration of in- 
tention to become citizen, etc 136 

on clerk of precinct for signing false certificate of 

election . 118 

on election commissioners for refusing, etc., to require 
applicant for registration to read from Constitution 

and write name 115 

for refusing, etc., to announce name of applicant in 

clear, etc., tone of voice 115 

for preventing, etc., voter from registering 115 

• for knowingly registering name of any person not 

qualified to vote 115 

for fraud or corrupt conduct generally 115,118 

for making statement, etc., in regard to ballot of 

challenged voter 117, 126 

for allowing ballots to be examined 117 

for failure to make record of votes, or to make and 

transmit copies thereof 117 

for wilfully signing a certificate not in conformity with 

the result of an election 118 

on election officers, for allowing distribution, etc., of 

certain hand-bills at polls 80 

for making statement of number of ballots cast, etc., 
before public declaration of vote 116 
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Penalty for giving information, etc., in regard to ballot of 

challenged voter 117, 126 

for violation -of provisions of law relative to enclos- 
ing, sealing, etc., of ballots, etc 117 

for wilful neglect or refusal . 118 

for refusal to comply with regulations in regard to use 

of ballot-boxes, etc 123 

for refusal to comply with regulations in regard to re- 
ceiving, counting, and returning votes 126 

on presiding officer at election for failure to comply 

with law relating to challenged voter 116,117 

for giving information, etc., in regard to ballot of 

challenged voter 117, 126 

for violation of provisions of law relative to enclosing, 

sealing, etc., of ballots, etc 117 

for wilful neglect or refusal 118 

on public officer, for wilful neglect or refusal 118 

on supervisor of election 116,118 

on voter, for placing distinguishing mark on ballot. . 119 
for making false statement as to inability to mark 

ballot 119 

forallowingballot tobe seen.etc 119 

for voting when not quali^ed 119 

for voting more than once on his own name 119 

for voting in more than one precinct 119 

for voting on another name than his own 119 

for casting more than one ballot at a time 119 

for giving false answer to presiding officer at election . 119 
Penalties, generally : for refusal to give true name, etc., to as- 
sessor, etc 120 

for giving name of resident of a building who is not such, 120 
for making false affidavit, etc., regarding qualifications of 

person for assessment or registration 120 

for registering when not qualified 120 

for falsely representing himself as another 120 

for giving false answer 120 

for aiding and abetting another 120 

for refusal to obey lawful orders of election commission- 
ers, etc 121 

for interrupting or disturbing proceedings at registration, 121 

for interfering, etc., with supervisor of registration ... 121 
for defacing or removing notice relating to registration, 

voting lists, etc -, 121 

for illegal voting at caucus ■ 121 

for falsely making or destroying, etc., certificate of nomi- 
nation, nomination paper, etc 12a 
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Penalties, for writing, printing, etc., anonymous circular . . 80, 122 

for injuring, etc., ballot-boxes, etc 122 

for refusal to comply with regulations in regard to use of 

ballot-boxes, etc. 123 

for hindering, etc., supervisor of elections 123 

for defacing, etc., any list of candidates, etc 123 

for defacing, etc., cards of instruction, etc 123 

for removing, etc., supplies for marking ballots 123 

for forging official indorsement on ballot 123 

for destroying or defacing ballot 123 

for delaying delivery of ballots 123 

for hindering or delaying voter 123, 124 

for interfering with voter while marking ballot 124 

for endeavoring to induce voter to show how he has 

marked his ballot 124 

for hindering progress of voting at election 124 

for aiding or abetting in illegal voting 124 

for marking ballot not cast by himself 124 

for altering ballot 124 

for fraudulently depositing or removing ballot 124 

for taking ballot outside of guard rail before close of polls . 124 
for employing certain petsons on election day, so as to 

prevent their voting 125 

for attempting to influence employee by threats of dis- 
charge, or promise of higher wages, etc 125 

for discharging employee or reducing his wages because 

of his vote 125 

for bribery at elections 125 

for disorderly conduct at elections 125 

for disobeying lawful command of election officer ... 126 

for not removing pipe, cigar, etc., when ordered .... 126 
for making statement in regard to ballot of challenged 

voter 126 

for refusal to comply with regulations in regard to receiv- 
ing, counting, and returning votes 126 

for violation of provisions relative to corrupt practices 

and election expenses 126 

Plurality of votes, elects or nominates 6, 42 

Police officers to be detailed to attend sessions for registration, 27 

to retain key of ballot-box during an election 81 

to return ballot-box, ballots, etc., to Board of Election 

Commissioners 44, 81, 91 

to be stationed at polling-places 83 

to arrest disorderly persons at polls, when directed ... 83 
to see that person violating provisions of law relating to 

elections is brought before proper court 83 
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Police officers, special, may be appointed for elections ... 83 

Political committee, term defined 33, 108 

members of, to receive certificate of election 42 

receipt, payment, etc., of money by, for election expenses, 

etc 108-114 

to have a treasurer, who shall make accounts, state- 
ments, etc 108-114 

Political convention, term defined 33 

Political designation of candidates 49, 52, 69 

Political meetings. (See Caucuses.) 

Political parties, term defined 33 

representation of, on Board of Election Commissioners . 12 
to be represented in appointment of assistant registrars of 

voters 17 

in appointment of supervisors of registration 27 

in appointment of election officers 60 

in appointment of supervisors of elections 62 

membership in, how determined 33 

no person can act in caucuses of two parties in same 

year 33 

independent voter not to be excluded » 34 

use of name of, as designation of candidates 49, 52, 69 

committees of, to be notified of objections to nomination, 52 

Polling place, term defined 6 

to be provided for caucuses 35 

to be designated for each precinct ; to be fitted up, etc. . 64, 65 

distribution of circulars, etc., in vicinity of, prohibited . . 80 
presiding officer to have charge of, and preserve order in 

and around 82 

police officers to be stationed at, to preserve order . . . 82,83 

no smoking or liquor allowed 83 

penalty for refusing to remove pipe, etc 125 

for disorderly conduct at 125 

Polls, assessed. (See Assessed Polls.) 

Polls, time of opening and closing, at caucuses . 35, 41 

at elections 79 

Posters, or circulars, anonymous, protection of candidates 

against 53 

not to be distributed, etc., in vicinity of polling places . . 80 
Precincts, election officers in, (See Election Officers.) 

street lists of assessed polls in, to be made 15 

division into 57~59 

when ward is divided into, map or description to be made, 

etc 58 

proceedings in, when new division of wards is made . . 58 

secretary of Commonwealth to be notified of changes in, 59 
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Predncts, appointment of election officers for 6b 

polling places in, to be designated by Board of Election 
Commissioners ^65 

voting, names of voters to be entered on list of, in which 

they reside 29 

list of voters to be made and posted in ^,3Q 

clerks of. (See Election Officers.) 

to be provided with suitable seals 68 

to deliver seals, records, etc., to Board of Election 

Commissioners at end of term of office 68 

to record condition of ballot-box register 81,88 

to record facts when ballot-box cannot be nsed .... 81 

also, when counting apparatus, etc., cannot be used . 88 
to record in words at length, names of persons voted 

for, number of votes for each, etc 89 

to make copy of record forthwith and deliver to Board 

of Election Commissioners 89 

Preservation of certificates, etc., by assessors, for two years . 14 
complaints, etc., relating to registration by Board of Elec- 
tion Commissioners, for two years 27 

certificate of right to vote, attached to voting list ... . 30 

caucus ballots, by flad board, for three months 44 

certificates of nomination, nomination papers, etc., by 

secretary of Commonwealth, for one year 53 

by Board of Election Commissioners, for one year . . 53 
withdrawals of name from nomination papers, by secre- 
tary of Commonwealth, for one year 53 

by Board of Election Commissioners, for one year . . 53 
objections to nomination papers, by secretary of Com- 
monwealth, for one year 53 

by Board of Election Commissioners, for one year . . 53 
record of ballots furnished, by secretary of Common- 
wealth, for one year 72 

by Board of Election Commissioners, for one year . . 73 
receipt for ballots, by secretary of Commonwealth, for one 

year 76 

by Board of Election Commissioners, for one year . . 77 
ballots cast at election, by said board, until requirements 

of law have been complied with 91 

afterwards, must be destroyed 91 

voting lists, by said board, for future reference 92 

copies of records of votes, by secretary of Common- 
wealth 95 

statements of election expenses, for fifteen months . . . 113 

vouchers, etc., for election expenses, for six months . . 113 
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President and Vice-President of the United States, Electors 
of. (See Electors.) 

Presiding officer, term defined 6 

of caucus (see Warden of Caucus). 

testimony of, prima facie evidence that caucus was 

regularly held 8 

Presiding officers at elections, to check voter's name on certifi- 
cate of registration and attach certificate to voting list . 30 

to detail inspectors as ballot clerks 62 

to make requisition for second set of ballots when needed, 77 
to. return receipts for ballots to Board of Election Com- 
missioners 77 

to cause cards of instruction, etc., to be posted 80 

not to allow distribution, etc., of certain circulars, etc., at 

polling place, under penalty 80 

to deliver ballots to ballot clerks at opening of polls ... 80 

to have charge of ballot box at polls 81 

to return same by police officer to Board of Election 

Commissioners . 81 

to direct how balloting shall proceed when state ballot- 
box cannot be used 81 

to maintain order, etc., at polling place 82, 83 

may require police officer, etc., to enforce his orders . . 82 
to require person smoking or having liquor to withdraw, 83 
to have person disturbing proceedings arrested and 

detained 83 

to require voter to declare, under oath, inability to mark 

ballot 85 

to announce name of voter in loud voice before he 

votes 86 

duty of, when right of person to vote is challenged ... 87 
to direct how canvass of votes shall be made when state 

apparatus and blank forms cannot be used 88 

to open ballot-box and remove ballots at close of polls . 88 

to direct the counting of ballots 88 

to publicly announce the whole number of ballots cast . 89 
to cause result of count to be recorded on blank forms 

provided for purpose 89 

to cause ballots to be sealed up after having been counted, 

declared, etc 90 

to cause voting lists, etc., to be sealed up 91 

to cause ballots, etc., to be transmitted to Board of Elec- 
tion Commissioners 91 

penalties on 116,117 

Presiding officer, of convention, etc., to make oath to and sign 

certificates of nomination 47. 5© 
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Presiding officer to be furnished with blank forms of certifi- 
cates of nomination 53 

Presumption that caucus or election was valid and regular . 8 
that registration, assessments, voting lists, etc., are valid 

and regular 8 

Prosecution for offences against election laws, evidence in . 8 

Public officer, penalty on, for wilful neglect 118 

Q 

Qualifications of voters 10, 11 

evidence in prosecutions for violation of laws relating to . 8 

to be ascertained before registration 23 

Qualification of voters, ability to read Constitution, how 

ascertained 23 

residence, how proved 24 

R 

Record of ballots cast on question of granting liquor licenses, 

correction of errors -in 103,104 

Record of number of ballots, etc., furnished to be made and 

receipt given 76,77 

Records of votes at caucus 43 

at elections 89i 9ii 100, loi 

Records of votes, copies of. (See Returns of Votes.) 

Recount of ballots. (See Ballots, Recount of.) 

Reducing wages of voter on account of vote, penalty for . , 125 

Register of deeds, election of 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be made to board of aldermen . 94 
to be opened and examined by board of aldermen ... 99 

Register of probate and insolvency, election of 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be made to secretary of Com- 
monwealth 93 

Registers of voters, general, new, to be prepared in 1896, and 

every tenth year thereafter 18 

general to be kept 20 

form of books for, to be furnished by secretary of Com- 
monwealth at cost 21 

voter to write his name in 21, 23 

annual, to be kept • . 21 

to contain name and residence of each voter 21 

names to be placed or retained on 21 

names to be stricken from 25, 26 

names to be put on voting lists and posted 29 

additional names entered in, to be posted or published, 29, 30 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



183 

Page 
Registrar, city, to send lists of deceased persons to Board of 

Election Commissioners i6 

Registrars of voters, board of, abolished • . 12 

offices of, abolished 12 

Registration of voters, evidence in prosecutions for violation 

of laws relating to 8 

when registered voter not assessed, to be assessed ... 15 

to close on twentieth day before election 19 

for special elections i9» 20 

notice to be given of times and places for 20 

notice to be given when it will close, etc. . , 20 

age, birthplace, residence, occupation, etc., of voter to be 

entered on general register 20 

names, etc., to be entered in annual register 21 

names of women voters to be entered 21 

all names must be identified 22 

where one member of Board of Election Commissioners 
objects, name not to be entered, until after notice and 

hearing 22 

names of voters qualified during current year to be en- 
tered on annual register 22 

names of women voters to be sent to assessors .... 22 

application for, to be made in person 22 

any member of said board may receive applications for, 

make examinations, etc 22 

applicant, whose qualifications have not been determined 

within four years, to be examined under oath .... 23 

applicant must read from Constitution, how 23 

must write his name . * . • . . 23 

to present tax bill or collector's notice 23 

what shall be taken as evidence of residence 24 

naturalized citizen to produce his papers 25 

minor may be registered If he will come of age before 

election 25 

applicant whose name is rejected to be notified and have 

hearing , 25 

errors in names, etc., may be corrected, or names may be 
stricken from registers on notice and examination . 25, 26, 27 

proceedings in case of illegal or incorrect 26 

notice of errors to be transmitted to assessors 27 

to be public, and records to be open for inspection ... 27 
at close of, number of assessed polls and registered 

voters to be certified to secretary of Commonwealth . 31 

supervisors of, may be appointed by Governor 31 

penalty for disorderly conduct at .... 121 

for interfering with supervisor 121 
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Registration of voters, inquests to be held in cases of alleged 

violation of laws relating to 128 

Registration officer to maintain order, etc., at places for 

registration 27 

Removal of residence not to disqualify voter until after six 

months 10 

by caucus officer during term of office not to disqualify . 45 

Representative districts 138 

Representatives in Congress to be elected biennially on the 

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November . . 78, 139 
returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

Representatives in the general court, to be elected on the 

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November , . 78, 139 

certificate of election, form of, etc 100, loi 

to be made in duplicate and transmitted by constable, 

etc too 

constable, etc., to make return on 100 

return of votes for, to be made to secretary of Common- 
wealth loi 

Residence, etc., of person assessed, to be ascertained by as- 
sessors and returned to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 14 

errors in, to be corrected by assessors . 14 

how proved 15, 23, 24 

when to be given : 

of signer to caucus nomination paper 36 

of candidate for elective office, etc., in caucus .... 37 
of candidate for elective office, etc., on caucus ballot . 40 

of signers of nomination paper 48 

of candidates, on nomination paper and certificate . . 49 

of person filing nomination paper 50 

of candidate, on ballot 69 

of voter, opposite name on registers and voting lists . 21, 29 
voter removing to another, may, until expiration of six 

months, vote at state election in place removed from . 10 

voter to register and vote at place of, on May i, etc. . . 11 

Result of elections, time for declaring 105, 106 

Returns of elections, whole number pf ballots to be stated in 

words at length 89, loi 

Returns of votes, blank forms and envelopes for, to be furnished 

by secretary of Commonwealth 66 

not to be rejected when the true result of election can be 

ascertained 93i 94> loi 

for county officers to be made and transmitted 93 

for representative in Congress 93 
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Returnsof votes, amended, to be made ,..,,.. .93,99,100 

for state officers, to secretary of Commonwealth ... 93 

for register of deeds in Suffolk county, to board of alder- 
men 94 

when received unsealed, to be indorsed and new return 

called for 94 

memorandum of date of reception of, to be made upon 

envelope 94 

second copy of, to be sent to secretary, when first copy 

unsealed 94 

original copy not to be rejected if second found to conform , 94 

to be transmitted by secretary, with seals unbroken, to 

governor and council 94 

to be examined by governor and at least five councillors 94, 95 

certificate of examination to be made and signed by 

governor 95 

to be replaced in envelopes, and with certificate to be de- 
livered to secretary of Commonwealth 95 

to be laid before legislature, with schedules showing num- 
ber of ballots cast, etc 95 

abstract of, may be furnished for newspapers, etc. ... 95 

to be placed on file, and be open to public inspection . . 95, 96 

s 

Sailors who have served in time of war, etc., not disqualified 

by receiving aid 10 

discharged from navy may become citizens without 

primary declaration 130 

School committee, women may vote for candidates for ... 10, 11 

candidates for, may be nominated by qualified women . 48 

ballots for use of women voting at election of 70» 72 

Seals to be provided for use of caucus officers . . ... 41 

for ballot-boxes, regulations in regard to use of 67 

for use of election officers 68 

to be returned by clerks at end of term of office ... 68 

to be sent to election officers at polling place 68 

penalty for refusing to comply with regulations in regard 

to use of 123 

Seamen, merchant, how may become citizens 132 

Secretary of Board of Election Commissioners, how appointed, 13 

appointment of, to be approved by mayor 13 

Secretary of city committee to notify Board of Election Com- 
missioners of date of caucus 35 

to indorse upon caucus nomination papers time of filing, 37 

to cause caucus nomination papers to be publicly opened, 37 

to cause nominations to be publicly announced .... 37 
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Secretary of city committee may correct errors, irregularities, 

etc., in such papers . 37 

to notify person filing such paper 38 

to notify ward committee if caucus nomination papers 

not filed 38 

to be notified of nominations by ward committee in such 

case . 38 

duties of, in case of withdrawal from nomination paper . 38, 39 
to send nomination papers to Board of Election Com- 
missioners 39 

Secretary of convention to make oath to and sign certificate 

of nomination, etc 47i 5^ 

blank certificate of nomination to be furnished for use of, 53 
Secretary of state committee, with chairman, to send notice 

of call of caucus to city committee 34 

Secretary of Commonwealth, to be elected annually, on the 

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November . ; .78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to 93 

to furnish books for general register of voters at cost . . 21 
not required to receive more names than necessary to 

nominate, etc 4^ 

to require identification of persons filing nomination 

papers * 5© 

to receive nominations of candidates for state offices ; 

time, etc 50 

to receive objections to nominations and withdrawals ; 

time, etc 5ii 5^ 

to notify candid^e and party committee of objections to 

nomination 52 

to preserve nomination papers, etc., for one year .... 53 

to keep same open to public inspection S3 

to be a member of Ballot Law Commission 55 

with treasurer and auditor, to approve state ballot-boxes, 

apparatus, etc 66, 67 

to provide city with state apparatus and blank forms for 

count, etc., of votes 66 

to provide city with state ballot-boxes 66 

to furnish envelopes, blank forms, etc., for returns, etc. . 66 
to furnish instructions, etc., for election officers .... 66 
to supervise, etc., the care, custody, repair, and improve- 
ment of the state ballot-boxes 67 

to furnish new ballot-boxes when old ones become de- 
fective 67 

to take bond from persons of whom ballot-boxes are 

purchased 67 

to prepare and furnish ballots for use at state elections . 69 
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Secretary of Commonwealth, to prepare and furnish cards of 

instruction to voters, and specimen ballots 74 

to send list of candidates and copies of proposed amend- 
ments to Constitution, to Board of Election Commis- 
sioners 74*75 

to publish said lists and proposed amendments in news- 
papers 75 

to send ballots, etc.'to Board of Election Commissioners, 76 

to receive returns of votes for state officers 93 

to give notice to Board of Election Commissioners, if 

returns not sealed 94 

to cause memorandum of date of reception of return of 

votes to be made on envelope 94 

to transmit returns with seals unbroken to governor and 

council 94 

after examination by governor, etc., to lay copies of records 
of votes before legislature, with schedules showing 

number of votes cast 94 

to countersign and transmit certificates of election to cer- 
tain district and county officers 95 

to furnish newspapers with abstracts of returns of votes, 95 
to place returns of votes on file, and keep same open to 

public inspection 95 • 9^ 

to report to legislatiire number of assessed polls, reg- 
istered voters, number who voted, etc, with returns of 

votes for state officers 102 

to receive and file duplicate statement of election ex- 
penses ;-. . Ill 

to inspect said statement 11 1 

to notify persons filing same, of insufficiency, etc. ... iii 
to notify district attorney of failure to file original or ad- 
ditional statement 112 

to preserve such statements for fifteen months 113 

to keep same open to public inspection 113 

to provide city with blank forms for such statements . . 114 
with auditor and treasurer, to approve forms therefor . . 114 
Senators in the general court, to be elected annually on the 

Tuesday next after the first Monday in November . . 78, 139 
returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

Sheriff, election of 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of Com- 
monwealth 93 

Signatures, number required on caucus nomination papers . 36 

on nomination papers for elections 47 

on certificates of nomination 47 
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Page 
Signatures, number of, to be certified to by Board of Election 

Commissioners 48 

to be made in person 53 

Smoking at elections forbidden 83, 126 

Soldiers who have served in time of war, etc., not disqualified 

by receiving aid 10 

discharged from army may become citizens without 

primary declaration , . 130 

Special ballot for use of women voters 70, 72 

Special caucuses, when to be held and by whom called ... 44 

Special elections, registration of voters for 19 

Specimen ballots to be prepared and furnished 41, 74, 76 

to be printed on tinted paper of different tint from 

women's ballots 4i> 74 

to be posted up in polling place 80 

penalty for defacing, etc 123 

Spoiled ballots, to be immediately cancelled 85 

to be sealed up and transmitted to Board of Election 

Commissioners 91 

to be retained during same time as required for preserva- 
tion of ballots, and then destroyed 92 • 

State committee to call all caucuses except those that relate 

to municipal or special elections 34 

to forward copy of call for, to city committee twenty-one 

days before 34 

State election, term defined . 5 

ballots for, to be prepared and furnished by secretary of 

Commonwealth 69 

provisions relative to corrupt practices and election ex- 
penses applicable to 114 

Statement of election expenses, to be made and filed . . . 109-114 
to be filed with Board of Election Commissioners ... 11 1 
when relating to any other than city election, etc., dupli- 
cate to be filed and sent to secretary of Common- 
wealth Ill 

same to be inspected by secretary, or said board, as case 

may be iii, 112 

maker of, to be notified of errors, on discovery of 

same .111,113 

or on complaint therefor, or for failure to file iii 

complaints must be filed within sixty days after election . 112 
may be filed within thirty days after filing of state- 
ment 112 

to state ground of objection in detail 112 

to be sworn to by one of subscribers 112 

maker of statement may amend 112, 113 
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Statement of election expenses, on failure to file original or 
amended statement, district-attorney to be notified, and 

to institute proceedings 112 

supreme and superior court to have full equit>' powers to 

compel filing of statement, etc 112 

may compel same, on petition of any candidate, etc. . . 112 
petition not to be brought later than sixty days after elec- 
tion, etc 112 

proceedings may be advanced upon docket 113 

petition not to be withdrawn, etc., without consent of at- 
torney-general 113 

witnesses testifying in such proceedings not to be liable 

to prosecution except for perjury 113 

to be preserved for fifteen months 113 

to be open to public inspection 113 

receipt for, to be given by Board of Election Commis- 
sioners, on request 113 

blank forms for, etc., to be provided by secretary of Com- 
monwealth 114 

said forms to be approved by secretary, auditor and 

treasurer 114 

Statement of ballots cast, etc., not to be made prior to declara- 
tion of vote 82 

penalty for making 116 

relative to ballots of challenged voter prohibited . . 43, 87, 105 

penalty for making 117 

State office, nomination of candidates for 47-54 

State officer, term defined 5 

State officers, to be elected annually, on the Tuesday next 

after the first Monday in November 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

proceedings for determination of election of 93-102 

Street lists of assessed polls, to be made and furnished to 

Board of Election Commissioners, etc 15 

form, contents, etc., of 15 

Substitute ballots to be prepared, furnished, etc ^^ 

Sundays to be included in reckoning time in election laws . . 6 

Superior and supreme court may enforce provisions of Caucus 

Act of 1895 46 

to have full equity powers in proceedings relative to cor- 
rupt practices, election expenses, etc 112 

Supervisors of registration to be appointed by governor and 

council 27, 28 

powers and duties of 27, 28 

of elections to be appointed by governor and council . . 62 
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Supervisors of elections, powers and duties of 63 

compensation of 63 

penalties on 116 

Supreme and superior courts may enforce provisions of 

Caucus Act of 1895 46 

to have full equity powers in proceedings relative to 

corrupt practices, election expenses, etc 112 

Supreme court for Suffolk county to finally determine con- 
tested elections of presidential electors 96-99 

T 

Tax bill to be /r/»zfly&«> evidence of residence 18,23 

Taxes, assessment of, upon polls and estates 14-16, 58 

lists of persons assessed for, correction of errors in . . . 14 

collection of, etc 16 

Taxes, assessors of. (See Assessors of Taxes.) 
Taxes, collectors of. (See Collectors of Taxes.) 
Threats or bribes, penalties for attempting to influence voters 

by 125 

Tie vote, at caucus, for delegates to convention, vacancies to 

be filled only by vote of remaining members o!^ delegation, 42 
for ward committee or caucus officers, members elected 

shall fill vacancies 43 

for elective offices, or if majority of delegation, etc., not 
elected, another ballot to be taken or caucus adjourned, 42 

Time, how to be reckoned in election laws 6 

Tinted paper to be used for fac-simile ballots for caucus . . 41 

for women's ballots for school committee 72 

for specimen ballots 74 

to be of different tints for women's and specimen ballots, 72 
Treasurer, of political committee, qualifications, appointment, 

accounts, statements, etc T08-114 

Treasurer, state, to be elected annually on the Tuesday next 

after the first Monday in November 78, 139 

returns of votes for, to be transmitted to secretary of 

Commonwealth 93 

with secretary and auditor, to approve state ballot-boxes, 

apparatus and blank forms for use at elections . . . . 66, 67 
to approve, also, blank forms for statements of election 
expenses ^. 114 

u 

Undistributed ballots to be enclosed in envelope, sealed and 

certified 91 

to be transmitted to Board of Election Commissioners . 91 
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Undistributed ballots to be kept during time required for 

preservation of ballots 92 

such disposition of to be then made as said board may 
deem proper 92 

V 

Vacancy in list of candidates caused by withdrawal, ineligi- 
bility, etc., proceedings in case of 39, 49, 50, 52, 73 

in delegation to convention, on account of tie vote, how 

filled 42 

in ward committee, etc., from tie vote, how filled .... 42 
in offices of warden, clerk, or inspector, how filled . . 45, 60, 61 

Vote, right to, of certain soldiers and sailors 10 

duty of presiding election officers, when right to is chal- 
lenged 42, 43, 87 

Voters employed in manufacturing, etc., establishments, to 

be allowed time to vote 7 

having served in army or navy of United States in time 

of war, not disqualified on account of receipt of aid . 10 
changing residence may, until six months have expired, 

vote at place removed from 10 

qualifications of, male and female 10, 11, 23 

to register and vote in place of residence on May i, or 

in place of becoming an inhabitant after May i . , . 11 

correction of error in name or residence by assessors . 14 

by Board of Election Commissioners 20, 25, 26, 27 

registration of, to close on twentieth day before elec- 
tion 19 

how registered in case of special election 19, 20 

not to be registered after close of registration, etc. ... 20 

name of, etc., to be entered in general, etc., registers . . 20, 21 

to sign name to general register 21, 23 

name not entered in annual register, must appear in 

person 22 

qualifications of, to be ascertained before registration . . 22 
applying for registration, to present tax bill or collec- 
tor's notice 23, 24 

to prove ability to read Constitution, how 23 

residence of, how proved 24 

names of, to be announced in distinct tone of voice be- 
fore entry of, in register 27 

to be entered on list of voters of precinct where they are 

entitled to vote, etc 29 

entitled to use partial ballots, names to be placed at 

end of lists, etc 29 
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Voters, when name, etc., has been omitted on lists, may be 

given certificate of right to vote, etc 30 

special lists to prevent fraudulent impersonation of . . . 30, 31 
list of, for use in new division of city into wards . . . . 31, 32 
not to be excluded firom caucus for having voted for 

independent candidate 34 

signing nomination paper, to add residence 36, 48 

nomination of candidates for election by 47*54 

may sign as many nominations for each office as there 

are persons to be elected thereto 48 

may be required to swear to truth of statements in 

nomination paper 48 

time allowed to, within guard rail, to mark and deposit 

ballot 82, 86, 87 

number of, allowed within guard rail 82 

arrested for disorderly conduct at polls, not prohibited 

from voting 83 

names of, to be announced and repeated and checked 
on list before receiving ballot firom ballot clerks ... 84 

marking, etc., of ballot by . 84-86 

unable to mark ballot, may be assisted, how 85 

spoiling ballot, may be supplied with others 85 

name of, to be announced and repeated and checked 

on list before depositing ballot 86 

to deposit ballot in a certain manner 86 

not allowed to reenter enclosed space after voting ... 87 

proceedings when right to vote is challenged 42, 43, 87 

penalties on 119 

penalties for hindering, delaying, etc 123, 124 

for employing on election day contrary to provisions 

of law 125 

for intimidating, etc 125 

for threatening to discharge or reduce wages of . . . 125 

for bribing, etc 125 

Voters, list of. (See List of Voters and Voting Lists.) 
Voters, registration of. (See Registration of Voters.) 
Votes. (See Ballots.) 

person having highest number of, to be deemed to be 

elected 6, 42 

receiving, counting, etc., of, regulations may be made by 

Board of Election Commissioners 13 

statement of the number of, etc., not to be made be- 
fore close of polls 82 

count and canvass of 88-92 

not to be counted, unless ballots have been deposited in 
state ballot-box 90 
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Votes not to be counted unless provided as required by law . 90 

returns of. (See Returns of Votes.) 
Voting, by employees of manufacturing, etc., establishments, 

time to be allowed for 7 

place of, to be place of residence of voter, etc 11 

person arrested at polls for disorderly conduct not to be 
prohibited from 83 

manner of 84-87 

Voting lists, places where to be posted 7 

evidence in prosecution for violation of laws relating to . 8 

to be posted in office of Board of Election Commissioners, 29 
in one or more other public places 92 

for precincts, to be posted in one or more public places 
in precinct 29 

preparation of, generally 29 

name and residence of each voter on annual register 
to be entered on 29 

names of women voters to be placed in separate 
columns 29 

names of voters entitled to use partial ballots to be 
placed together at end of 29 

new names added to anniial register to be added to, and 
posted 29 

may be published in one newspaper instead of being 
posted, if city council authorizes 30 

person whose name has been omitted from, to be given a 
certificate 30 

certificate to be checked, attached to voting list and pre- 
served 30 

for use at polls, to be prepared in duplicate and season- 
ably transmitted to election officers 30 

to be prepared for special elections 30 

for special use of election officers 30 

name, residence, age, and date*of registration to be 

printed on 31 

blank space to be left opposite name 31 

vpter may be required by an election officer to sign his 

name 31 

v<5ter refiising to sign name must obtain certificate from 
Board of Election Commissioners before voting . . 31 

certified copies of, to be furnished for use at caucuses . 31, 41, 42 

used in caucus to be kept 44 

one of precinct lists sent to election officers to be deliv- 
ered to ballot clerks 81 

the other to be delivered to officers in charge of ballot- 
:. box 82 
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Voting fists, officers in charge of, and of ballot-box, to be of 

different political parties 82 

name of voter to be checked on, before ballot is given to 

him 84 

also, before he deposits his ballot 86 

at close of polls, names checked on, to be counted aloud 
and whole number announced 88 

used at elections, to be sealed up, certified and returned 
to Board of Election Commissioners 91 

copy of, may be furnished by said board on written appli- 
cation of ten voters 91 

shall be preserved by said board for future reference . . 92 

number of names checked on, to be certified to secretary 
of Commonwealth, and reported by him to general 
court - 92 

penalty for defacing or injuring 121 

inquests to be held in cases of alleged violation of laws 

relating to 128 

Voting precincts. (See Precincts, Voting.) 

w 

Ward committee, nominations for, must be made by nomi- 
nation papers 36 

(See Nomination Papers and Ballots.) 

to be notified if caucus nominations have not been filed, 38 

may make nominations 38 

to notify secretary of city committee of such nomination, 38 

to file nomination papers 38 

may file two sets of, in case of disagreement 38 

in case of tie vote for, members elected to fill vacancies, 42 

member of, not eligible to position of warden or clerk . 45 

candidate for, cannot serve as caucus officer 45 

Warden. (See Presiding Election Officer and EUection 
Officers.) 
(Of Caucus.) 
to cause fac-simile copies of ballots to be kept posted in 

polling place 41 

with secretary, to send certificate of election to candidate, 

within five days 42 

duties of, in case of challenge 42-43 

not to give information as to ballot of challenged voter . 43 

to make public announcement of vote 43 

to cause clerk to make entry of, in record book . , . . 43 
with clerk, to indorse package containing ballots and 

check lists 43 
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Warden, to transmit said package by police officer to Board 

of Election Commissioners 44 

to be chosen annually, at caucus for choice of delegates to 

state convention 44 

to be qualified voter of ward 44 

to hold office for one year 45 

duties generally, to be similar to those of warden at elec- 
tions 45 

ineligible, if member of ward committee 45 

cannot serve, if candidate for elective office, etc 45 

penalties on 46,115-118 

(At State and City Elections.) 

appointment of 60, 61 

removal of 60, 61 

vacancy in office of 60, 61 

to see that ballot-box is empty at opening of polls . ... 81 
not to make statements relative to elections prior to pub- 
lic declaration of vote 82 

to preserve order at polling place 82, 83 

not to give information regarding ballot cast by challenged 

voter 87 . 

duties of, in the count and car»vass of votes 88-91 

to deli verba Hots, etc., to police officer, to deliver to Board 

of Election Commissioners 91 

penalties on 116, 117, 118 

Wards, division of city into 57-59 

proceedings at elections, etc., when new division is made, 58 

map or description to be published 58, 59 

Board of Election Commissioners, in February, 1894, to 
furnish city council with lists of male voters for purpose 

of making new division .^ 31. 32 

said board to furnish such lists in any other year on request 

of Board of Aldermen 32 

Wards and precincts, secretary of Commonwealth to be noti- 
fied of changes in •. 59 

Warrant for election to sf>ecify hours of opening and closing 

polls 79 

to contain copy of proposed constitutional amendment in 

full . 79 

penalties for removing or defacing ....' 121 

Withdrawal of name of candidate from nomination to be in 

writing ..... 38, 39, 51 

time for filing 38, 51 

to be preserved for one year, open to public inspection . 53 

Witnesses to fact of residence of applicant for registration . 24 

at hearings before Ballot Law Commissioners 55 
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Witnesses at proceedings upon petition to compel candidate 

to file statement of election expenses 113 

at inquests in election cases 128, 129 

at naturalization of alien 133, 134 

Women, qualifications of, as votei*s 10 

list of names on register to be given to assessors .... 14 

assessors to inquire regarding residence of 14 

list of, to be made by assessors 14 

and sent to Board of Election Commissioners .... 14 

to be registered, how . , 21 

(See Registration of Voters.) 
names of, to be placed in separate columns on voting 

lists 29 

may sign nomination papers for candidates for school 

committee 48 

voting at election of school committee, ballots to be used 

by 70, 72 

Workmen to be allowed time to vote 7 

penalty for employing on election day contrary to provis- 
ions of law 125 

for threatening to discharge, or lower wages of, on ac- 
count of vote 125 
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INSTRUCTIONS 



ASSISTANT REGISTRARS. 



REGISTRATION. 

All persons applying for registration who 
have never voted in Boston, and all those who 
have heretofore qualified, but whose names 
have not been on the voting-list of this city 
within four years next preceding their applica- 
tion, must appear in person before the board 
of election commissioners or assistant registrars, 
be examined under oath, and comply with all 
the requirements of law relating to registration. 

All persons who have qualified within four 
years, but whose names are fiot on the voting- 
list for the current year, must also appear in 
person before said board or assistant registrars, 
but are not required to be examined under oath 
in regard to their qualifications, nor to comply 
with the requirements of reading and writing, 
unless a doubt is entertained by the registering 
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officer. In entering the names of this latter 
class in the register, place in the column for 
signature the ward, precinct and year when the 
name, of the applicant last appeared on the h'st 
of voters, thus : 



Ward. 


Precinct. ( Year. 


10 


S 1 '92 



Under the provisions of chapter 291, Acts 
of 1894, every applicant for registration whose 
qualifications have not been determined within 
the four years next preceding his application, 
shall be required to read from uniform paste- 
board slips, each containing five lines of the Con- 
stitution. These slips in their proper boxes will 
be furnished for each sub-registration office, and 
the applicant must draw a slip and read the 
five lines thereon in full view of the registration 
officer. Each slip shall be returned to the box 
after the test is finished, and the contents of 
the box shall be shaken up before another 
drawing is made.- 

By the provisions of article 32 of the 
Amendments to the Constitution the payment 
of a tax is net required as' a prerequisite for 
voting, but every applicant for registration 
whose name does not appear upon the assess- 
ors' lists must present a certificate from the 
assessors, or a tax bill, or notice from the collec- 
tor of taxes, showing that he has been assessed 
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for a poll-tax as a resident of the city on the 
preceding first day of May. 

As women are not required to be assessed a 
poll-tax, all who desire to register, but whose 
names have not been transmitted to the board 
of election commissioners by the assessors for 
the purpose of registration, must be examined 
under oath, and their names registered in the 
ward and precinct where they claim to have 
dwelt on the first day of May, or of their first 
becoming an inhabitant after the first day of 
May of the current year. 

NATURALIZED CITIZENS. 

Naturalized persons, on their first application 
to be registered, and at any other time when 
required, must present their certificates of nat- 
uralization for inspection. It is the duty of the 
registration office to carefully examine said cer- 
tificates, and be satisfied that they are in legal 
form and properly authenticated. They must 
examine such persons under oath relative to the 
ownership of the certificates, as well as all other 
matters pertaining to their registration. 

Aliens who were under twenty-one years of 
age at the date of their father's naturalization, 
become naturalized thereby, and may be regis- 
tered, if otherwise qualified, provided they 
present their father's naturalization paper to the 
registering officer, who shall make a record of 
the same in the register, and write the name of 
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the applicant around the margin of the official 
stamp on the naturalization paper. 

The same rule of law applies to aliens who 
were minors at the date of the naturalization of 
their step-fathers, provided the mother of the 
alien was alive at the date of the naturalization 
of the step-father. 

MINORS BECOMING OF AGE. 

Persons who will have attained their majority 
after the close of registration, and before the 
day of the ensuing election, who apply for reg- 
istration, must be examined under oath, and 
may be registered ; provided, the registering 
officers are satisfied they are possessed of the 
necessary qualifications of a voter. 

This privilege does not apply to persons of 
foreign birth who have their primary papers of 
naturalization, and whose final papers could be 
obtained after the close of registration, and 
before the day of the ensuing election. 

REGISTRATION OF WOMEN. 

Under the provisions of chapter 417, sec- 
tion 14, Acts of 1893, women have the right to 
vote for members of the school committee, and 
also under the provisio7ts of chapter 436 y Acts 
of i8<)5y are given equal opportunity with men 
to register and vote at the State election of 
8gs 071 the question '' Is it expedient that 
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municipal suffrage be granted to women?" 
The process of registration is governed by the 
same laws as for male voters, except that they 
are not required to be assessed. The special 
qualifications and rights for women are: 

1. The wife of a naturalized citizen, if for- 
eign born, is naturalized by the act of her hus- 
band; but she must produce her husband's 
naturalization paper. 

2. A woman, foreign born, who has married 
a native citizen, becomes by right thereof en- 
titled to be registered as a native voter. 

3. A woman, native born, who becomes the 
wife of an alien, is entitled to be registered as a 
native voter. 

Assistant registrars are authorized to make 
changes and corrections of assessed names and 
residences, when application is made in person 
for the purpose of registration, and to record 
the same on a certificate prepared for the pur- 
pose. Before making such changes a careful 
examination should be made of the assessors' 
street-book, in order to avoid the mistake of 
changing the name of a person whose name is 
already on the voting-list. 

In every case when a change is made, the 
certificate should be filled out before the appli- 
cant is registered. In cases where important 
changes are required, the applicant should inva- 
riably be put under oath. All certificates of 
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changes or corrections of names must be sent 
to the central office, daily. 

All tax-bills and other papers used in regis- 
tration must be stamped. 

RESIDENCE AND REMOVAL. 

The qualification of residence is six months 
in the city or town, and one year in the State, 
immediately preceding an election. 

The names of all persons registered must be 
placed in the ward, and at the street and number, 
where they resided and were assessed on the 
first day of May, although they may have since 
that time changed their residence to another 
ward. 

All male persons, qualified to vote, who have 
removed permanently from one city or town to 
another after the first day of May in any year, 
are entitled to vote at all elections for National 
and State officers in the city or town from which 
they have removed, until the expiration of six 
months from the date of such removal. (See 
Section 13, Chapter 417, Acts of 1893.) 

In all such cases state the facts fully in 
regard to removal {whether temporary or per ma- 
nent) in the column for present residencCy in 
order that it may be determined whether or not 
said names shall be stricken from the voting- 
list for the city electiofts. 

Every male person desiring to register as a 
voter who has moved into Boston after the first 
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day of May in any year, and is, therefore, not 
liable to assessment, must procure from the 
assessors a certificate showing that he will have 
been a resident of the city six months prior to 
the election at which he claims the right to vote. 

DOMICILE. 

1. A person can have but one domicile at 
one and the same time. 

2. Where a man actually dwells, or has his 
home in the popular sense of these words, is 
his domicile. 

3. Whether the place in which a person 
claims to dwell is his domicile, or a mere tem- 
porary abode, is a question of fact, and not of 
law, which is to be determined by all the facts 
and circumstances of the case, including his own 
intent, and his conduct while there, the purpose 
for which he is there, the arrangements he has 
made for remaining there or returning to his 
former place of residence, and all other facts 
and circumstances bearing upon the question. 

PENALTIES. 

Under the provisions of chapter 417, section 
296, Acts of 1 893, an election commissioner or as- 
sistant registrar who refuses or wilfully neglects 
to require, in accordance with the provisions of 
section forty-eight thereof, as amended by chap- 
ter 291, section i, Acts of 1894, an applicant for 
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registration to read from the printed slips fur- 
nished under said act, in such manner as to show 
that he is neither prompted nor reciting from 
memory, or to require, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of section forty-four of said Act of 1893, 
an applicant for registration to write his name in 
the general register, unless he is prevented by 
physical disability from so doing, or to announce 
the name of an applicant for registration in a 
clear, audible, and distinct tone of voice before 
entering his name upon the general register, or 
who knowingly prevents or seeks to prevent the 
registration df any legal voter, or who know- 
ingly registers the name of any person not 
qualified to vote, or who is guilty of any fraud 
or corrupt conduct in the execution of the 
duties of his office, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by im- 
prisonment in jail not exceeding six months, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

The assistant registrars must be at their re- 
spective places of registration from six until ten 
o'clock P.M., every session. At ten o'clock the 
doors must be closed, but all those inside the 
room at that time may be registered, except on 
the last evening y when registration mnst close pre- 
cisely at ten o'clock, after which time no name 
can be added to the voting-list. 

Particular attention is called to the impor- 
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tance of a careful examination of the qualifica- 
tions of each applicant for registration, to be 
satisfied of his identity, so as to prevent one 
person from personating another, and, in tests 
of reading and writing, to see that the applicant 
is qualified, unaided by prompting from any 
source whatever. 

In order to avoid duplicate names, examine 
the bound copy of the voting-list of the previ- 
ous year carefully, especially with .reference to 
names transferred in this office from one ward 
or precinct to another y which will be found in 
writing on the right of the column of printed 
names. 

If questions arise which the assistant regis- 
trars do not feel qualified to decide, action 
should be deferred until they acquire the neces- 
sary information, or the whole matter may be 
referred to the board of election commissioners 
for final action. 

The names and assessed records of all ap- 
plicants who are rejected by the assistant 
registrars, together with the reasons for such 
rejection, must be sent to the central office, 
daily. 

By the provisions of chapter 417, section 59, 
Acts of 1893, the assistant registrars have au- 
thority to preserve order at the place of regis- 
tration, and are empowered, if necessary, to call 
upon police-officers to aid them in enforcing 
obedience to their lawful commands. 
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All blanks, certificates, memoranda of re- 
jections, etc., intended to be sent to the central 
office, must be enclosed in envelopes which are 
furnished for each sub-registration office. 

OFFICE HOURS. 

The central office will be open daily from 
9 A.M. to 10 P.M., during the term of evening 
registration. 

If any of the assistant registrars are pre- 
vented from attending to their duty on account 
of sickness, or other cause, notice must be 
given promptly to the board of election com- 
missioners, that registration may not be inter- 
rupted or delayed. 

The foregoing instructions are furnished to 
assistant registrars to aid them in the discharge 
of their duties, and any information not con- 
tained therein will be readily furnished on 
application to the board of election commis- 
sioners. 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
THE COST OF OVERDUE NOTIFICATION 
IF THIS BOOK IS NOT RETURNED TO 
THE LIBRARY ON OR BEFORE THE LAST 
DATE STAMPED BELOW. 
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